
This year, students, administrators, and faculty remembered the first anniversary 
of September 11 with a Week of Remembrance, highlighted by a moving candle-
light vigil, and the creation of a Garden of Remembrance. The week was the result
of thoughtful consideration by both students and administrators. The full week of
events provided opportunities for spiritual reflection, intellectual discussion, civic
engagement, and community gathering.

The focus of the week was September 11, 2002. The day began with a moment
of silence and the tolling of the Chapel bells at 8:46 a.m. The Chapel of the Holy
Spirit remained open throughout the day for quiet reflection and for a late after-
noon mass. Those who wished to volunteer in the Worcester community were 
partnered with the local United Way, who offered a Day of Caring and a lecture
titled, “9 Lessons of 9/11” was offered by the Worcester Institute for Senior
Education (W.I.S.E.).

The signature event of the week, and perhaps the year, was that evening’s can-
dlelight vigil. More than 1,000 students, staff, and faculty carrying candles were led
by the haunting sounds of a bagpiper as they silently marched in a candlelight vigil
toward the new Garden of Remembrance, which was constructed in the memory

of those who lost their lives on September 11,
2001. The garden has three large stones each
with a bronze plaque indicating the date, time,
and place of each attack. A fourth bronze
plaque dedicates the garden to all those who
lost their lives, especially Thomas Linehan ’84.
The garden was dedicated at the conclusion of
the candlelight vigil, and has quickly become a
peaceful spot for campus community members
to sit and reflect in thought and prayer.

Proceeds from the Class of 1984 and the 
current student body were donated toward 
the creation of this garden. ❖

Lasting Campus Memorial Dedicated 
to Victims of September 11, 2001
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EDITOR’S LETTER

This issue of Assumption College
Magazine showcases a new design that
better reflects the interests of alumni
and the vibrant life of the College.
We hope you enjoy it.

Before redesigning the Magazine,
we asked alumni who had provided 
the College with e-mail addresses to 
complete a survey. We received 284
alumni responses, 75% from the 
graduation years of 1969–2000. Classes
from 1990–1999 comprised 46% of
the total with 131 responses.

The following trends emerged:
•Alumni want more stories and 
information about fellow alumni.

•Alumni want to stay current with 
major news of the College and its 
progress as an institution.

• Most alumni turn to ClassNotes first 
and then browse the Magazine.
Many of your ideas were integrated

into the new format. We will continue
to look for opportunities to incorporate
new ideas to serve your needs.

This magazine is intended to be a
continuing dialogue between the
College and its readers. We encourage
alumni to submit the following for
publication:

News Items and Photos for Class
Notes: Please send news items about
you and AC alumni. If you can, include
high-quality black & white or color
photos. Resolution must be 300 dpi 
(or greater if the image is to be
enlarged in the publication). The 
quality of the images we select for 
publication is a crucial factor.

Story Concepts About Interesting
Alumni: A wealth of compelling stories
exists in our alumni population. If you
know someone of special interest, or
are aware of any Assumption related
story that would interest the alumni
body, share your ideas.

•Write a story yourself. If you’re an 
expert on any subject of interest,
we welcome story ideas and 

[continued on page 34]

A Fitting Tribute

- ON CAMPUS -



Assumption College
recently received a
$200,000 grant from 
Fleet National Bank,
Trustee of the Lloyd G.
Balfour Foundation, and 
a $100,000 grant from
the William Randolph
Hearst Foundation to sup-
port its ongoing efforts 
to attract and retain more
students of color.

The Balfour Grant 
will help launch the 
newly created Office of 
Multicultural Affairs (OMA). The OMA,
directed by Mario J. Silva Rosa G ’96,
works closely with Undergraduate
Admissions, other College departments,
and the campus ALANA (African-
American, Latino/Hispanic, Asian, and
Native-American) student group to
achieve its goals. The Office of Multi-
cultural Affairs and the College are
committed to the enhancement of a
campus that fosters the achievements of
all students who are eager to increase
their understanding of the diversity that
is an intricate part of today’s society.
The Office’s mission is to create an
environment that accepts and supports
members from a variety of cultural
backgrounds. Silva Rosa said, “We are
thrilled that Balfour has chosen us to
continue the efforts we have already
started in this area.”

Submitted to create funds for schol-
arship, staffing, and programming, the
grants will help the OMA enhance these
aspects of the community. Each grant
proposal was submitted to support the
College’s plan to build a more racially

The U.S. News & World Report rankings for
2002 have recognized Assumption
College as one of the top schools in the
northern tier for Best Universities—

diverse campus. Both the Hearst and
Balfour Foundations were pleased that
their collective awards would support
the success of such an important project.

The Hearst grant adds to the exist-
ing Hearst Endowed Scholarship Fund,
established in 1996, which awards
scholarships to students of proven 
academic success who have a demon-
strated financial need. Two $3,000
scholarships were awarded this year.
“The Hearst grant will be used to 
provide additional assistance to disad-
vantaged students, particularly those 
of color, which will help us increase
diversity on campus,” said Silva Rosa.

Kerry Herlihy Sullivan, director of
the Foundation and Philanthropic
Services at Fleet, was impressed with
Assumption’s commitment to diversity.
“The Balfour Distribution Committee 
was pleased with the College’s cohesive
efforts to increase the recruitment and
retention of ALANA students. We wish
you much success with this endeavor.”

www.assumption.edu/magazine

$300,000 in Grants Received 
for Diversity Efforts

Assumption College Magazine  •  Winter 2003     5

Assumption Ranks High with U.S. News

Several alumni who 
responded to our e-mail 
survey requested an 
update on current statis-
tics about Assumption.

FALL 2002 ENROLLMENT
Undergraduate 2,053

Male   39%
Female 61%

Graduate 360
Continuing Education 

Credit 372
Non-credit 82

DEGREES AWARDED MAY 2002 
Undergraduate 453
Graduate

Master of Arts 107
MBA 29
CAGS 3

Continuing Education
Associate 9
Bachelor 41

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
OF UNDERGRADUATES

Massachusetts 68%
Other New England States 26%
Other States and Countries 6%
No. of States Represented 23
No. of Countries Represented 17

MOST POPULAR UNDERGRADUATE
PROGRAMS

Business Studies 20.5%
English 11.4%
Education 8.7%
Psychology 8.5%
Social and Rehabilitation 8.3%

ATHLETICS
• Member NCAA-Division II
• Member Northeast-10 Conference
• 21 Varsity Sports
• Extensive Intramural Program

ALUMNI OF RECORD
Undergraduate 11,162
Graduate 3,436
Continuing Education 1,397

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE
Undergraduate 20
Graduate 12
Undergraduate Student to 

Faculty Ratio 13:1
On-Campus Residents 89%

FACULTY
Full-time Instructional Faculty 148
Faculty with Terminal Degrees 92%

just the facts

Master’s category. This is the 
third year that Assumption 
has ranked in this category.

www.assumption.edu/magazine

(L–R) Mario J. Silva Rosa; Colleen Ward ‘04; Kerry Herlihy Sullivan,
Director of Philanthropic Services for Fleet; Terrance Miller ‘03;
James Paulhus, Chairman and Regional President of Fleet; and
Anne Colton, Fleet Boston Senior Vice President & Team Leader,
Fleet healthcare & Institutions gathered to present Assumption
College with the Lloyd G. Balfour Grant check.

8 WEBLINK

8 WEBLINK
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Some recall the pep rallies where he skewered upcoming oppo-
nents as “uncircumcised Philistines.” Many remember him
modeling for Assumption’s students a life given over to study. A
number of us rate him as the best teacher we ever had. Fr.

Ernest Fortin, A.A. AP’41, ’46, cheerleader,
scholar, and teacher, died in late October,
just two days after a host of former students
and colleagues gathered with him to cele-
brate the publication of Gladly to Teach, Gladly
to Learn, a collection of essays written in his
honor. His last words, as reported 
by those with him when he died, were 

“I think I see something beautiful.”
Fr. Ernest was a man to be reckoned with. This is true not

only because of his immense intellectual gifts and breadth of
learning, but because of what education meant for him: a “con-
suming, lifelong, and all-encompassing enterprise.” Part of a
eulogy to his friend Alan Bloom, this description applied equal-
ly well to himself. In that same eulogy, Fr. Ernest noted that
many Americans tend to go through school like a letter in the
mail, coming out at the end pretty much the same as they went
in, with only a diploma—a  cancelled stamp—to show for it.
For him, education was a far more adventurous and dangerous
undertaking, made possible only by what he frequently called
“a root and branch change.” Such an intellectual conversion

FR. DENNIS GALLAGHER, A.A. ’69, VICE PRESIDENT FOR MISSION

Fr. Ernest Fortin

entailed the arduous process of freeing oneself from the dog-
matic opinions of one’s own time by a genuine openness to,
and serious study of, the greatest thinkers of the past. No one
better embodied the promise of liberal education than Fr. Ernest.

In the course of bypass surgery six years ago, Fr. Ernest suf-
fered a debilitating stroke. In addition to confining him to a
wheelchair and robbing him of short-term memory, the stroke
made it impossible for him to read. Stripped of the wherewith-
al to pursue his first love, Fr. Ernest’s life entered a different,
often excruciating stage of vigilance, in which he counted on
the faithful visits of students and friends to keep alive the com-
munion of friendship and learning he had done so much to
form.The tears and sufferings of these last years—a down pay-
ment, at least, on his purgatory—apparently culminated in a
glimpse of the God in whose service he had devoted the best of
his formidable gifts as priest and theologian.

The greatest theologian of them all, St. Thomas Aquinas,
explains that one can never adequately compensate a teacher for
his services, because what the teacher offers—the love of
truth—is incommensurate with any material good. Those
whose privilege it was to call Ernest their teacher understand
that gratitude is no small thing—he taught us that himself in
any number of ways. I pray that his legacy may continue to
inform the life of Assumption College in these days of promise
and peril for liberal arts studies. ❖

Fr. Ernest: A Man To Be Reckoned With

the mission

First Charles E. Soule Scholarship Awarded

- ON CAMPUS -

Patrick Devine ’02, of South
Hadley, MA, was the first person
to be awarded the Charles E.
Soule Scholarship in Rehabili-
tation Counseling.This privately
funded scholarship is the first of
its kind available to graduate-
level rehabilitation students at
Assumption College, and is 
open to full-time students
enrolled in the Master of Arts 
in Rehabilitation Counseling 
program.

UnumProvident Corporation founded the scholarship to honor Charles E.
Soule, the former president of Paul Revere Corporation who retired in 1997 as
Paul Revere, Unum, and Provident Companies merged to form UnumProvident.
UnumProvident is the leading disability insurer in the nation and employs more
than 12,000 professionals, including rehabilitation specialists who help their
clients return to work after an accident or illness. ❖

(L–R) President Plough; Pauline White CE’91,
UnumProvident’s Director of Employee and
Community Relations; Patrick Devine ’02
with his parents, Jeanne and Jim.

CPA Track for Accounting 
Certificate Program

The Center for Continuing & Profes-
sional Education has created a new track
designed specifically to prepare holders
of a bachelor’s degree in business to
obtain the knowledge necessary to pre-
pare to sit for the CPA exam. Students
complete at least 10 courses/30 credits
beyond the bachelor degree, thereby
meeting the 150-hour requirement in
Massachusetts (252CMR), and cover the
required and recommended courses 
to sit for the exam.

This is a great opportunity, especial-
ly for alumni who majored in manage-
ment and are seeking to move into
accounting. With the Alumni Discount
program, alumni save 50% on courses
in CE on a space-available basis. Call
508-767-7364 for more information. ❖



Part of a full Assumption College 
education is gaining real-world 
experience. No matter what major
you choose, the issues that are 
discussed in the classroom gain rele-
vance when they are practiced in a
real-world situation. Such is the theo-
ry behind one course for seniors,
Professor Gene Diodati’s Internship
and Business Seminar. This fall, 13
seniors took part in the course, which
allowed them to combine hands-on
experience with classroom work.
Students meet weekly to discuss 
their progress on the job, and at the
end of the internship, they write a full report about what 
they learned and how the company is organized.

For a few of the interns, the course means an opportunity
for civic engagement. Seniors Leeanne Griffin and Justin
Smith both took advantage of the course to work for a non-
profit Worcester organization. Leeanne interned with the
Worcester Animal Rescue League. Justin gained experience at
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. As interns, both helped
to produce a special event.

Justin Smith has been an important member of the
Assumption Community through running the annual Light the
Night walk for four years. The walk raises money for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society for research. The walk is
especially important for Justin, who was diagnosed with a
form of cancer known as Hodgkin’s Lymphoma in April
2000—his first year at Assumption. “It was never in honor of
me,” Justin says of the walk. “It just happened that they had a
walk and it was for my form of cancer.”

At the society, Justin is in charge of media communica-
tions, so he handles media alerts, Web pages, and public serv-
ice announcements. Work at a non-profit organization is often
challenging for Justin, but at the same time, it’s rewarding on

many levels. “I’m expanding my
academic horizons,” he says. “An
internship is something I would do
anyway but I’m getting exposure to
what they do in the home office.
There’s so much more that they (the
society) do than just the walk.”

Leeanne Griffin has also been 
a vital member of the Assumption
community. Her job can be an ani-
mal lover’s nightmare and best
dream come true at the same time.
As an intern at the Worcester Animal
Rescue League, every day Leanne
met dozens of pets, from kittens and

puppies to birds and bunnies, all looking for a home.
“It was so hard to go in to work and not want to take them

all home with me,” she says. “They all deserve a home.” The
Animal Rescue League takes in strays and pets from families
who cannot care for them and finds good homes for them.
Each day, over twenty pets are rescued or placed in homes.The
non-profit organization has a small staff of people who are
committed to finding homes for their pets and raising the
funds to keep the place in operation. As an intern, Leeanne
organized a dog walk to raise money for the league.Among the
many details Leeanne arranged were publicity, safety of partic-
ipants, entertainment, and contacting local press. Planning the
event gave Leeanne the hands-on experience that she will need
in the future, since she plans to continue working in a field
related to marketing. “I wanted to be involved on a big event
like this and I wanted to learn about special events planning,”
says Leeanne. “I think that they let me put my hands in and do
what I wanted to do,” she says.

Although not a part of the course, senior Chuck Iacono is
also involved with the community, although in his case it’s 
the Rhode Island community, where he helped to get David
Cicilline elected as mayor of Providence. Iacono worked tire-
lessly on the campaign, so much so that he had to change 
his course load around so that he could be at campaign head-
quarters more often. “Politics runs in my blood — I want 
to help people make their lives better. What an eye-opening
experience, to see, first hand, what challenges Providence citi-
zens are faced with. Every day we deal with different issues
than the last.”

Whether a part of a specific program or not, the interns 
are all getting hands-on learning experience to complement
their in-class learning to make them good citizens of the 
larger community. ❖

www.assumption.edu/magazine

Assumption Students:

in the realworld

8 WEBLINK
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Justin Smith (wearing cap) at annual Light the Night walk.

Leeanne Griffin interns at Worcester Animal Rescue League.



BIOETHICS
weighing the issues in

Q: You are a professor of theology, how did you get interested in 
the ethical use of biotechnology? 
GUERRA: I was first introduced to the problem of biotechnology as an
undergraduate here at Assumption. I had to read essays by Leon Kass 
in both a political science and a theology class. Kass is an amazingly 
impressive man, a trained physician and biochemist turned philosophy 
professor. He now heads President Bush’s Council on Bioethics.

But I didn’t really become interested in the subject until later on,
when I began to realize that certain biotechnologies like cloning and 
stem cell research raised concrete questions about the nature and 
meaning of human life. What is a human being? What makes human 
life genuinely human? Is our nature fixed or is it essentially plastic 
and open to endless modifications? These are precisely the kinds of 
questions that theology and philosophy think about.

Marc Guerra ‘90 has been 
an Instructor of Theology at
Assumption since 1999.
Professor Guerra also holds 
a master’s degree from his
alma mater (1994) and is 
currently a Ph.D candidate 
at Boston College. He is 
well published in his field.
His most recent book,
Reason, Revelation, and
Human Affairs: Selected
Writings of James V. Schall,
was published in 2000.



Q: Questions about bioethics come up frequently in your 
classes and writings, what is bioethics exactly?
GUERRA: Bioethics is a relatively new field, largely because the
thing it studies, biotechnology, is a relatively new phenome-
non. Bioethics came of age in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
As its name suggests, it’s a kind of ethical reflection. What sets
it apart from other forms of ethical reflection is that it focuses
on the moral questions raised by biotechnologies. But where
bioethics gets really interesting isn’t in solving particular ethi-
cal dilemmas, the “what do you do in this case” scenarios,
but rather in thinking about the moral significance of various
biotechnologies such as the generation of human life by 
asexual means, the use of human embryos for research pur-
poses, the genetic manipulation of human beings, and so on.

Q: You just spoke about the problem of biotechnology.
In what sense is it a problem?   
GUERRA: Biotechnology is something of a mixed blessing,
since biotechnological advancements often pit the legitimate
goods of physical health against the moral and spiritual
goods that make our lives truly human and dignified.

Biotechnology has allowed many of us to live longer and
healthier lives. And future advances in biotechnology hold
out the hope of curing an untold number of evils. Obviously,
we should be most grateful for these things.Yet some of the
emerging biotechnologies in neuroscience and psychophar-
macology raise the possibility that we might be able to alter
the very face of our humanity.

The more we know how our genes and brains work the
more likely it is that we will be able to smooth out all of
human nature’s rough edges. Through biotechnology, we
might finally become really at home in the world and with
ourselves. This is the deceptive promise lurking behind the
biotechnological revolution and it leads, I think, straight to
what Francis Fukuyama calls “our posthuman future.” While
today’s serotoninreuptake drugs are not exactly “soma,” and
cloning by nuclear transfer is not “Bokanovskification,” the
similarities between Aldus Huxley’s fictional novel Brave New
World and our own are becoming increasingly disquieting.
This is the deepest meaning of what I mean by the problem
of biotechnology.

Q: How could neuropharmaceuticals and cloning change 
the nature of human beings?
GUERRA: Both of these biotechnologies open the door to the
medicalization of life and death. And we don’t have to look
too far to see that we already think in these terms to some
degree. Take our current use of drugs like Prozac and Zoloft.
Today, these drugs are routinely used to treat those who 
suffer from clinical depression, and they have undoubtedly
helped many people lead what seem to be happier lives.

But one has to wonder if having a relatively low level of sero-
tonin is actually a pathological condition that needs to be
chemically treated. Or could it be that serotonin levels, like
other biological features such as height and athletic ability,
naturally differ in people? You see, with certain biotechnolo-
gies the line between medical therapy and the technological
enhancement of human beings can be blurred pretty easily.

Cloning offers the clearest case of how biotechnologies
can alter what it means to live as a human being. By trans-
forming human procreation into human manufacturing,
cloning would allow us to become our own creators. It
would give us the frightening power to design our descen-
dents and to exercise the kind of technological tyranny in
which we could not only choose to have a child, but we
could choose to have this specific child. And I think that
eventually, it would also have to eat away at our natural,
erotic desire to engage in the act of human coupling.

Q: What benefit is there to thinking about these questions 
at a Catholic, liberal arts college like Assumption?
GUERRA: Oh, there are many. For one thing, it is not an acci-
dent that I was introduced to Kass’ thought here in theology
and politics classes. Both of these classes made me see that,
strictly speaking, science and technology cannot establish the
ends to which they are used. Biology can tell us a good deal
about what type of organism we are. But it can’t tell us a heck
of a lot about what is dignified about being a human being
or how we should live as human beings. These ultimately are
questions for theology and philosophy. Being at a school like
Assumption, it is easier to get students to see this.

A former student of mine is now pursuing an advanced
degree in medicine. She called me recently to complain that
in her mandatory ethics class they only wanted to talk about
things like informed consent and patient autonomy. She was
really surprised that most of her classmates didn’t think that
the question of whether we should use nascent human life
for research purposes was a legitimate question for them to
entertain.

Given what and where I teach, my students, for the most
part, are open to thinking about the human consequences of
pursuing bodily health as the greatest good for human
beings. Flannery O’Connor has a wonderful little piece titled
“A Memoir of Maryann” in which she shows that if we really
believe that the elevation of physical suffering is a moral
imperative, we will eventually be tempted to resolve the
problem of suffering at its root, by getting rid of the person
who is suffering. I always have students read this story before
we look at the practice of assisted suicide—a phrase that I
like to point out is a blatant oxymoron. At a school such as
Assumption, making the case that there are good reasons why
we shouldn’t will the technological “abolition of man”
shouldn’t sound like an unheard of idea. ❖
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Western History in 
a New Light

While in exile from Florence,
Machiavelli wrote a letter to a friend
describing his discontent. His only
remaining pleasure, he wrote, came in
reading when, after supper, he would
dress in his diplomatic robes and,
“...reclothed appropriately, I enter the
ancient courts of ancient men, where...
for four hours of time I do not feel
boredom, I forget every trouble, I do
not dread poverty, I am not frightened
of death; entirely I give myself over 
to them.”

The honors version of Modern
Europe and U.S. History seeks to draw
students into this ongoing conversation
as active participants. How? First, we
abolish the myth of closure. There is no
“final word” in this conversation. So 
we don’t pretend to “explain” the
French Revolution, we explore key
aspects. We puzzle over things we don't
understand. We think out loud. We
experiment with different approaches.

Does it work? How can we tell? 
It does work, and we can tell that it
does by looking at the quality of what
the students do in the course. Visit the
course Web site (www. assumption.
edu/HTML/Academic/history/Hi118n
et/honors2002.html and look at the
materials students work with, the 
questions they wrestle with, and the
notes they submit.You will see that
they often get to choose among several
approaches to a topic: they routinely
have to read texts in the light of other

[continued on page 34]

Do you remember how you felt in the pit of your stomach when, as a student,
you wondered how to take that first step into the real world? If you work in
writing or mass communications,YOU can prevent a current student from 
feeling those pains.

For years, respected English Department teachers such as Professors Emeriti
Michael True and John Burke HD’97, and current Professors Becky DiBiasio,
Michael Land, and David Thoreen have brought writers and media profession-
als into their classrooms. This spring, Dr. Lucia Knoles will ask each student in
her spring seminar on Writing and Communications to interview people with
experience in communications professions. This is where you can help.
Whether you are retired or graduated last May, students need your advice. Are

you willing to spend an hour talking with an
Assumption student about your job and the
challenges you face? Or would you like to
visit the campus and share your stories? You
have learned and achieved since entering the
“real world.” Now contribute by helping our
juniors and seniors make the transition from
their undergraduate work to their professional
lives after college.

Contact Dr. Lucia Knoles by mail, by 
e-mail at lknoles@assumption.edu, or 
by phone at 508-767-7341. ❖

-LUCIA KNOLES

One Alum Makes a Difference

- FACULTY FORUM-

Plunging into the Sources: Dr. John McClymer
and his Modern European and U.S. History class.

If you want to make a difference, offer to
share your thoughts on a particular subject or
invite a student to interview you. Here are
some questions students might want to ask:

8 WEBLINK

• What careers are open to people 
with training in writing and mass 
communications?  

• What do you do in the course of 
your day, and what does it take to 
do your job well?

• What are the biggest challenges 
you face in your work, and how do 
you handle them?

• What are employers looking for? 

• How do you put together an 
effective résumé and/or portfolio 
for this line of work?

• What are some of the most significant
issues and ethical questions facing 
professionals in your field? 

• What advice or warnings do you have 
for those entering the profession?  

• What do you wish someone had 
told you when you were a student?

www.assumption.edu/magazine
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kin to a movie set for the latest sci-fi thriller, the 
massive, glass-enclosed Biosphere 2 emerges from 
a 250-acre plot in the middle of the magnificent

Arizona wilderness. Assumption College recently joined 37
other esteemed colleges and universities to partner with
Columbia University, which has operated this unique center
since 1996. Julia LaRouche, the first Assumption student 
to participate in the project, completed Biosphere 2 Center’s
fall Earth Semester in December. While experiencing first-
hand the natural wonders of the Southwest, she learned 
about important environmental and social issues facing 
today’s world.

At the site of the world’s largest controlled facility for the
study of Earth systems, Julia’s passion for nature has found an
outlet through courses on ecological systems, earth science,
the human role in the environment, and planetary manage-
ment. She also visited diverse ecological sites such as the Grand
Canyon, Glen Canyon Dam, Buenos Aires National Wildlife
Refuge, Sweetwater Wetlands Center, the Painted Desert, and
the Sea of Cortez.

Required to undertake a special project, Julia and two other
students evaluated the wilderness characteristics of a roadless
area in the Santa Catalina mountain range in hopes of prevent-
ing irreparable damage from human interference. The team

worked with the Sky Island Alliance, an environmental group,
to assist in the legislative process of preserving and construct-
ing corridors for wild animals.

“I feel like I’ve been taught a new way of thinking, very
innovative and critical thinking. I’ve been exposed to a lot of
the environmental problems that are out there that I hadn’t
thought about before. My awareness that action needs to be
taken is definitely increasing,” says Julia. “I feel like I’m acquir-
ing the tools and right thought process on how to go out there
and hopefully get a career where I’ll be effective in solving
some of these problems.”

Although she basked in the pristine beauty of this part of
the country, Julia also became aware of dreadful social issues
that exist.Viewing poverty-stricken Navajo on the reservations
as well as the steady stream of illegal, destitute Mexican immi-
grants demonstrated for Julia the urgent need for social
reform. She says, “I’m being exposed to a lot out here, envi-
ronmentally and socially. Being here has made me realize how
much I don’t know.”

Upon her return to the Assumption campus, LaRouche
intends to relay her eye-opening experiences in hopes that
she’ll inspire others to take advantage of the valuable learning
opportunity at Biosphere 2. ❖

www.assumption.edu/magazine8 WEBLINK
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BY PHYLLIS HANLON ’01

Julia LaRouche ’03 completes
fall semester at Biosphere 2
in Arizona.

S E M E S T E REARTHEARTH



The concept of community
has been one of the most fascinating
themes in higher education and one 
of the most difficult to define. Gardner
(1989, p. 73) writes: “We know that
where community exists it confers
upon its members identity, a sense of 
belonging, and a measure of security...
Communities are the ground-level 
generators and preservers of values 
and ethical systems. The ideals of jus-
tice and compassion are nurtured in
communities.”

Before the mid 1960s, college 
campuses operated under the philoso-
phy of in loco parentis, where faculty and
staff were viewed as surrogate parents.
In contemporary higher education,
however, the culture of community
manifests itself in cross-generational
connections and peer friendship net-
works. Developing and/or enhancing 
a sense of community spirit on a col-
lege campus often becomes the task 
of the student affairs division. As the
new vice president for Student Life 
at Assumption, I have a key interest in
determining the commitment of all 
the constituents, for it takes dedication
to each other and to the institution to
build a community that honors tradi-
tions and remains open to innovation.

College missions and philosophies
have enormous influence over the
direction of student learning and facul-
ty/staff engagement. For this reason,
creating a campus climate that encour-
ages students to take advantage of 
curricular and co-curricular learning
opportunities must begin with clarify-
ing institutional aims and translating
these aims into effective programs.

At Assumption College, we are more
than a learning community where peo-

Vice President for Student Life, Catherine WoodBrooks, Ph.D., on how the 
College leads a national movement in community-building initiatives

Building

Psychology Professor Rob Nelson,
and his wife, Nicole (BACK, CENTER),
hosted several first-year students
with a tour of Boston landmarks,
followed by dinner at their home.

Communityon



Effective programs that capture
the quintessential residential liberal
arts experience are evidenced by the
connection between curricular and
co-curricular life. They are not educa-
tionally neutral, but build upon the

profound impact the faculty/student relationship can have on
students’ learning and maturation. In order to achieve excel-
lence, colleges must continually gather information through
assessments to identify and clarify students’ needs.

Currently, a group of faculty, students, and staff are serv-
ing on a “Quality of Life” committee. Students, as part of a
class project advised by the professor on the committee,
are developing a student assessment inventory. After the
inventories have been distributed and the data collected and
analyzed, members of the committee will host focus groups.
Students will be asked to respond to the analysis. Justin
Prophet ’03 is working with Assistant Professor Nancy
Adams from Social and Rehabilitation Services.

Justin’s enthusiasm is contagious: “This collaborative
approach demonstrates Assumption's emphasis on experien-
tial learning and student involvement. It’s so exciting to have
this opportunity to conduct important research with 
professors and administrators!”

Students are engaged in both a wondrous and frightening
time as they struggle to become confident in their choices
and seek ways to develop a sense of independence and inter-
dependence. Personal growth occurs most richly within the
context of a caring community.

In my few short months in this ideal setting, I have come
to feel a profound sense of community where compassion
and integrity are fundamental components in leadership 
and fellowship. The educational experience at Assumption
College, as teacher or learner is characterized by thoughtful
exploration of purpose and values. The pioneering spirit that
built the College and sustained it with strength in these past
100 years is unmistakable and as we move forward, our
“Learn. Achieve. Contribute.” theme provides the intellectual
groundwork for a commitment to lifelong learning and 
civic engagement. ❖

-CATHERINE WOODBROOKS

ple give and take courses and services
in exchange for tuition and salaries.
The four-year experience prepares stu-
dents for citizenship in a global com-
munity. They learn to think critically
and analytically. The Christ-centered
focus calls upon them to love one another, imagine a better
future, and be willing to make personal sacrifices on behalf
of the common good. The convention of a Catholic liberal
arts professional studies education is not just about what they
come here to learn, but who they strive to become in the
greater secular society.

Conversations around goals, self-reflection, politics and
other topics take place both in and outside of the classroom
among faculty and staff. This past fall, we began two new 
initiatives: “Dessert and Dialogue” and “Food for Thought.”
Both programs are aimed at cultivating the relationship
between faculty and students beyond the traditional teaching
and learning mode in the classroom. Residential Life staff
members coordinate the Dessert and Dialogue program.
This project brings faculty members to dorm living rooms 
on particular evenings to facilitate a topic germane to their
academic discipline and/or current events. Popular topics
include regional politics, national reform, and study abroad
opportunities.

Faculty who participate in Food for Thought host a group
of five to 10 first-year students for dinner in their homes 
and the College arranges transportation. Some of the more
adventurous faculty members provide a theme for which 
students come prepared. Susan Scully, professor of Social
Rehabilitation Services, and her family hosted the first pro-
gram in September.

Michael Law ’06 was delighted with the evening: “The
family was so warm and welcoming. I felt right at home.
Every moment of the discussion whether it be about school
or simply life in general, was very interesting. It was incredi-
ble. We played Cranium at the end of the night, which was a
great way to bring the night to a close.”

Katie Burns ’06, another student guest, wasn’t sure what
to expect: “I had one of the best nights since I’ve been here.
I didn’t know anyone else who was going, but we got along
great. I’m glad I got the opportunity to meet some new 
people and have a lot of fun in the process. I am hoping to
go to the next one in Cambridge!”

on Campus

-Reference-
Gardner, J.W., “Building Community,” Kettering Review,
1989, 73–81.
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Success in athletics, as in life, depends on two factors: desire
and discipline. The commitment to achievement on the field
of play and in the classroom takes a special person willing 
to make sacrifices.

Assumption College carries a tradition of outstanding 
student-athletes. The most recent winners of the Northeast-10
Scholar-Athletes of the Year award have been basketball stand-
out Stacy (Mattioli) Courtney ’00 two years ago, and field
hockey all-America Heather Schlesinger ’02 last year.

Winning and academic achievement go hand in hand at
the College. The men’s tennis team has dominated the region
for the past five years. Last year, its combined grade point
average was 3.23. Field hockey (3.18) makes a habit of post-
season play, having competed for the conference title in three
of the past five years, and winning the E.C.A.C. title in 1999.
Women’s basketball (3.13) is among the national leaders
annually having participated in two of the last three N.C.A.A.
regional tournaments. Within the past six years, Women’s
softball (3.06) has brought home two conference titles 
and an E.C.A.C. title, plus invitations to play in two NCAA
tournaments.

Senior Eric Naglieri of East Longmeadow, MA is among
the premier golfers in the College history and was just named
New England Golfer of the Year.The award recognizes athletic

prowess, academic achievement, and personal character.
Eric is a two-time all-New England, three-time all-

Northeast-10 selection, and 1999 Northeast-10 Freshman of
the Year. Last year he led the Hounds to their first N.C.A.A.
tournament, finishing third at the event individually. Of 15
tournament rounds in 2001-02, he scored under 80 in 12 
of them.

A member of Omicron Delta Kappa for leadership and
academics, Eric maintains a 3.67 GPA as an Economics major
and Math minor. Future plans include work as an actuary for
a large insurance firm and golfing as an amateur on the New
England circuit.

Junior Shahar Golan of Givataim, Israel was the
Northeast-10 Defensive Player of the Year last year, leading 
his team to a 24-6 record and the Northeast-10 regular-
season title. He averaged 7.9 points with 172 assists and 106
steals during an amazing 1,112 minutes of play.

An International Business major with a 3.6 GPA, Shahar
may attend graduate school in the U.S. or Europe. He would
like to continue playing basketball either in Europe or Israel.

Senior Sean Kenney of North Conway, NH is the greatest
tennis player in College history. A three-time Northeast-10
Player of the Year and two-time regional singles champion,
he also advanced to the national doubles final with partner,
Ryan Richert ’03, last year. Since Sean’s arrival, the team has

CREAM
Celebrating students who
achieve on the field of 
play and in the classroom.

- SPORTS HOUNDS -

Meghan SullivanAngela Goncalves Shahar Golan Sean Kenney
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won three conference titles and has played in three regional
tourneys, advancing to the nationals last year. The team has
won 48 straight matches in the conference, and is favored to
win a fourth consecutive title in 2003.

Sean carries a 3.6 GPA, 3.86 in his Economics major and
Finance minor. He interns at Legg Mason in Worcester. After
graduation, he plans to play professional tennis in Jamaica
and attempt to qualify for the U.S. Open before pursuing a
career in investment banking. He is a member of the Omicron
Delta Epsilon economics society, as well as the leadership
society Omicron Delta Kappa.

Sophomore James Newman of Johannesburg, South
Africa is another key member of the champion tennis team,
having earned all-conference honors last year.

James holds a 3.98 overall GPA and is believed to be the
College’s first triple major in Business Management, Account-
ing, and Economics with a Business Concentration. His GPA
in his major is a perfect 4.0. Newman also contributes as a
resident advisor on campus. He envisions a career as an
investment banker.

Since her arrival on campus, junior Courtney Carney
of Framingham, MA has been the most dominant member of
the Hounds’ cross-country team. She is a two-time winner 
of the Worcester championship and a three-time winner of
all-conference honors.

Courtney carries a 3.2 GPA as a Business Communications
major with a minor in Theology. She contributes as a volun-
teer at the Reach-Out Center and at a nursing home near her
home. She will travel to Griffith University in Brisbane,
Australia for the spring semester. Her plans include a career
in electronic media as a writer/editor.

Junior Angela Goncalves of Ludlow, MA is the seventh-
leading soccer scorer at the College and led the Hounds to
the Northeast-10 playoffs this season. The leading scorer with
26 points, she has been an all-conference and all-New
England selection in her career.

Angela volunteers in the Belmont Community School
after-school program and runs track in the spring, concen-
trating on the 400-yard hurdles. A double Psychology and
Social Rehabilitation major with a minor in Spanish, she
upholds a 3.6 GPA and is a member of the Psi Chi psycholo-
gy honor society. She envisions a career as a rehabilitation
psychologist after grad school
and the pursuit of a profes-
sional soccer career.

Senior Meghan Sullivan
of Athol, MA is among the
premier basketball players in
the Northeast-10 and the13th

[continued on page 34]
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Greyhounds’ sports news and
notes updated weekly!

8 WEBLINK



A record crowd of 270 alumni, parents, and friends attended
the 20th annual President’s Council Dinner on October 19.
President Plough announced the most ambitious fundraising

effort in Assumption’s
100-year history. The
cornerstone project 
of the $30 million
Campaign will be a
new 63,000 sq. ft.
science center, which
is currently under
construction and
scheduled for com-
pletion in August
2003. The Centennial
Campaign includes
three key elements:

$15 million for capital improvements, including $11 million
for the science center; $10 million for endowment, including
$6 million for student financial aid; and $5 million for 
current use funds. President Tom Plough announced total
commitments to the Campaign received during the two-year
quiet phase total $14.6 million or 48% of the Campaign

$30 Million Centennial Campaign Launched 
at Annual President’s Council Dinner

goal. He acknowledged the generosity of the Trustees and
Honorary Trustees, the Fuller Foundation, Sodexho, and the
Assumptionists to get the College to this level. The Centennial
Campaign celebrates the 100-year anniversary of the 1904
founding of the College and will conclude in May 2006.

National Campaign Chairman David Grenon H’86 shared
that gifts and commitments directed to the science center
already equal $7.9 million and as a result of our preliminary
fundraising efforts, the Kresge Foundation had recently
awarded the College an $800,000 challenge grant to assist
the College in meeting the $11 million fundraising goal for
the science center project (see Kresge story on p. 18).

Following a reception in Washburn Hall, President’s
Council Chair Jim Paugh III ’77 welcomed guests to the 
dinner in Great Hall, where Bishop Daniel Reilly H’95 gave
the invocation. Jane Shivick, director of Assumption’s Chapel
Choir, sang a brilliant rendition of Ave Maria, accompanied
by Dr. Frank Corbin, director of chapel music, on Mechanics
Hall’s famous Hook Organ.

Jim Paugh and President Plough then presented symbols
of membership to new members of the Council. Membership
increased by 63 donors this year (a 25 percent rise) to a
record high of 305, including 20 new associate members, 15

National Campaign Chair David Grenon H’86
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The Assumption College Chorale, directed by Kevin Cotellese

from the Class of 2002. During dinner, guests were enter-
tained with selections by the College Chorale, directed by
Kevin Cotellese.

President Plough began the speaking program. He 
provided an update on the College, accompanied by slides 
of campus images, programs and events. “The Centennial
Campaign which we are publicly launching this evening is
designed to strengthen our mission, not to change it,” he
said. “We certainly take pride in the fact that we have had five
Fulbright Scholars in the last two graduation classes, but we
are even prouder of the fact that our alumni are characterized
as good neighbors, involved citizens in their communities,
faith-based individuals, hardworking professionals, and just
nice people to be around.”

Katie Beane, president of the Class of 2003, was the 
student speaker for the evening. “Part of the reason I was
excited to speak to you tonight is to express my gratitude to
some of the people whose generosity has helped to make 

my wonderful experience at Assumption possible,” she said.
“I thank you for your help in making what has undoubtedly
been the most incredible three and a half years of my life.”

In a video message, Honorary Campaign Chair Richard
Testa ’59 spoke of his long-time affiliation with the college,
which has spanned some 50 years since he first set foot on the
Greendale campus in 1952 as a Prep School student. A long-
time College trustee, Dick was national chair of Assumption’s
last campaign, which raised $15 million from 1989–1996.
Dick shared his confidence in the College and its benefactors
to achieve the $30 million Centennial Campaign goal.

David Grenon made the Kresge announcement, followed
by the benediction, given by Fr. John Franck, A.A. ’70, chair
of the Board of Trustees and Provincial of the North American
Province of the Assumptionists. The evening closed with Jane
Shivick leading the guests in singing God Bless America. ❖

www.assumption.edu/magazine8 WEBLINK

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE:
President Plough presents Cindy DeNaples Silva ’95 
with her Associate Member pen set; Roger Plourde
and Normand Marois ’57; Class of 2002 alumni
Stephanie Fleming, Paul Moran, Ryan Dunn, Meg
Foley and Amy Beadle; Jim Phaneuf ’77, Kathryn
Croteau Phaneuf ’76, Jim ’77 and Pat Paugh’78,
and Christine (Cannon) Marcks ’77; Frank ’80 and
Maureen Ryan Doyle ’73 receive their symbol of
membership from President Plough.
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Assumption College was honored to learn in October that 
it has been awarded an $800,000 challenge grant by the 
Kresge Foundation for the Science Center project. Kresge is
world renowned for its challenge grants and its rigorous
requirements. It is the largest foundation in the country that 
specifically supports “bricks and mortar” projects. Kresge
provides challenge grants, not matching grants, in order to
stimulate giving to complete a campaign construction proj-
ect. The challenge is specifically focused to attract new 
donors to an institution and enhance its capacity for future
fundraising efforts.

This is the second time Assumption has earned a Kresge
grant. In 1991, The Kresge Foundation offered a $400,000
challenge to help complete the Plourde Recreation Center.The
grant was awarded to Assumption in 1993 when the College
successfully met the challenge in the 16-month time frame.

How does the Kresge Challenge work?
RYAN: The Kresge Foundation will award Assumption College
an $800,000 grant to complete our $11 million Science
Center fundraising goal if we reach $10.2 million by
December 31, 2003. As of December 6, 2002, we have
received approximately $8 million from trustees, faculty 
and staff, and local foundations. This is a tremendous start
and it gives us confidence that we can raise the remaining
$2.2 million needed to secure the $800,000 Kresge
Challenge. To achieve this, we will be asking every member
of the Assumption family to consider a gift to the Science
Center project as part of their campaign pledge.

How significant is it to be awarded a Kresge
Challenge Grant?
RYAN: This is very significant for Assumption. Typically,
only one out of four proposals submitted to the Kresge
Foundation is funded. In terms of the size of the grant, this 
is the second largest grant ever awarded to a Worcester-area
institution. Also, other foundations are impressed to see a 
college has received a Kresge Challenge and many are willing
to help that College meet the challenge. As David Grenon 

stated in his announcement of the award,“To receive a 
Kresge Challenge is the equivalent of receiving the Good
Housekeeping “Seal of Approval” for the institution and its
fundraising plan.”

How will the new Science Center help the College?
RYAN: It will provide a highly credible learning space for
modern science education and faculty/student research 
projects, while releasing additional classroom space needed
by other academic disciplines. The new Science Center will
help Assumption raise its visibility and extend its reputation
among important audiences such as students who are 
interested in the sciences and our pre-med program.
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Answering the Kresge Challenge

- DEVELOPMENT NEWS -

In a recent interview, Tom Ryan,

vice president for Institutional

Advancement, explained the 

significance of the Kresge

Challenge and how the College

plans to meet the challenge 

by December.

A percentage of Kresge Challenge donations will be applied directly
to the completion of the Science Center construction.
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90% of Full-Time Faculty 
and Staff Contribute to 
Centennial Campaign 

Expectations exceeded with 95% full-time faculty

and 100% emeriti faculty participation

The College’s employees exceeded a Participation Challenge made
by three anonymous faculty members, who collectively pledged
$42,000 in donations if 65% employee participation rate was
achieved. Staff commitments to the campaign totaled approximately
$277,000, of which $121,000 has been directed to the new Science
Center.

Professors Owen Sholes (Biology) and Jeanne McNett
(Business Studies) spearheaded the employee effort, which exceed-
ed the Science Center goal of $100,000 identified in the proposal
sent to the Kresge Foundation last February.

“The response of Assumption College employees has been 
terrific,” said Prof. Sholes. “This was a very rewarding experience.”

“Assumption is an outstanding College with a special mission.
It’s a pleasure to work here and to be able to give back to the
school in such a significant way,” added McNett.

President Tom Plough is pleased with the campus response.
“I appreciate the dedicated efforts of Owen, Jeanne, and their team
of 41 faculty and staff who encouraged their peers to participate 
in the campaign and the Kresge Challenge. They have set a high
standard for our other constituencies with their participation and
level of support.” ❖

Recent capital improvements, including the Science
Center, have already helped Assumption increase its populari-
ty among potential students, and its reputation in the New
England higher education marketplace. As the science pro-
gram develops, Assumption will be better positioned to
recruit and retain more students from outside New England.

Are you approaching any specific constituencies 
to support the Kresge Challenge?
RYAN: We hope all of our alumni and parents will be interest-
ed in making a special gift to the Science Center project to
help us meet the Challenge. We are approaching some 
specific groups knowing they have a special interest in sup-

porting this project. These groups
include alumni in the medical and
dental professions, alumni who were
Science majors, and parents of current
students. These three constituencies
have a special appreciation for the
profound impact this building will
have on our curriculum.

Will the Assumption faculty 
and staff be asked to support 
the Kresge Challenge? 

RYAN: We were the first group to be informed of the chal-
lenge and asked to participate in it. I am thrilled to report
that 90% of our full-time employees have supported the
Centennial Campaign with commitments totaling $277,000
overall and $121,000 specifically designated for the Science
Center. Our employee goal for the Kresge Challenge was
$100,000, so we have gone well beyond that (see sidebar
article). Now the faculty and staff would like to challenge
Assumption alumni and parents to match our level of 
participation!

How can alumni and parents assist with the 
Kresge Challenge?
RYAN: By the end of 2003, we will ask every member of 
the Assumption family to make a gift to the Centennial
Campaign by supporting both the Annual Fund and the
Science Center to help us meet the Kresge Challenge. Those
considering a major gift of $1,000 or more to the Science
Center may choose to make a multi-year pledge, payable over
2–4 years. Recognition and naming opportunities in the new
Science Center are available for commitments of $10,000 or
more. Gifts from alumni and parents will help to ensure that
Assumption meets the Kresge Challenge, and all gifts count
toward the $30 million goal for the Centennial Campaign.

What about the Annual Fund?
RYAN: The Annual Fund is a critical source of revenue for 
the College’s operating budget. It provides funding for stu-
dent financial aid, athletics, student activities, and campus
ministry. The Annual Fund must remain strong during the

Centennial Campaign. So, I would ask alumni and parents
who have given to the Annual Fund in the past to maintain
their Annual Fund gift and consider an additional contribu-
tion for the Kresge Challenge. I would encourage those who
haven’t given to the Annual Fund in recent years to make a
special gift this year to help us meet the Kresge Challenge
and then consider supporting the Annual Fund on a regular
basis in future years. We would love to see alumni participa-
tion exceed 30–40% during the campaign.

Will gifts of $25–$250 help toward the Kresge
Challenge?
RYAN: Absolutely! The Kresge Foundation wants to see broad-
based support of their challenge from alumni and parent
constituencies. Our proposal to the Foundation set a goal of
2,300 donors at the $25 to $250 level, which we anticipate
will yield over $150,000 toward the challenge. So, as you 
can see, every gift toward the Kresge Challenge is important
and greatly appreciated. ❖



JEANNE WHITAKER ’92
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In a moving tribute to Professor
Oscar Remick, who died this past
year, Paul Hemphill AP’64, ’68
wrote: “...it could be said easily of
Oscar what one Civil War soldier said
of a great general his fellow soldiers
admired: ‘I met him once, and I think
I grew a foot and a half.’” For more
than 33 years, Remick and Hemphill
crafted a student/teacher relationship
using their notepads, typewriters, word
processors and e-mails. Hemphill
writes: “And now the two-way writing
highway has come to an end, and it
was on a life journey whose ride was
inspiring, challenging, and downright
exhilarating.”(See full tribute on the
Magazine Web site: www.assumption.edu/
magazine.)

As the Centennial 2004 plans pro-
gress, it’s remarks like these that remind
many of us of Assumption’s impact on
our lives. Paul Hemphill captures in
words what we tried to capture in a
centennial logo: the celebration of these
“learning relationships” and in some
cases, lifelong learning relationships.

In June 2003, the College will
begin the official Centennial
Celebration which will include the 50th
Anniversary and commemoration of 
the tornado, a devastating event that
greatly altered the future of the College.
Plans are underway for a fall semester
academic convocation scheduled for
September 17, with an international
festival to follow on Saturday,
September 20. Other planned activities,
to date, include a Christmas concert, an
athletics recognition dinner honoring
all Desautels award recipients, and a
Christmas ’04 Holiday Ball.

Spirit of Assumption’s Centennial in the 
Hearts and Minds of Its Leaders

Throughout the 19-month celebration,
a lecture series will offer a number of
regional, national, and international
speakers. We are also working to enhance
the existing lecture series coordinated 
by the Ecumenical Institute, Student
Government Association, French Institute,
and W.I.S.E.

A 12-month calendar for 2004 will
highlight some of the College’s history 
as well as its current growth. In addition,
Dr. Kenneth Moynihan’s (AP’62) book on
the history of the College will be ready
for publication in 2003–04.

Two projects that incorporate aca-
demic discussion and student/faculty/
staff/alumni volunteering are being
planned. The first is to partner with local
nonprofit organizations which address
the issue of literacy. The second is to
work with the City of Worcester’s Parks
and Recreation Department to identify
and build a small playground in a neigh-
borhood; Assumption volunteers,
coordinated through the Reach Out Cen-
ter, will help construct the playground.
The College’s Community Service
Learning program plans to incorporate
both programs into their classroom dis-
cussions and hands-on activities. The
Sociology/Anthropology Department
also plans to focus their February 2004
“Teach-In” around these issues.

Stay tuned for more information 
on the Centennial Celebration as it
becomes available! ❖

www.assumption.edu/magazine 

If you have visited either the Assumption College campus or Web site, you will
have seen a wonderful addition.The new $18 million Science Center is part of the
school’s continuing efforts to provide a better, comprehensive, liberal arts educa-
tion to all its students.

Visible from Salisbury Street, the 63,000 square foot building provides a stun-
ning new enhancement to the campus, both visually and academically.

The current Kennedy Science Building has become obsolete.To keep Assumption
College competitive in not only attracting new students but in providing a quali-
ty education to those already enrolled, a better facility was a must.

A greenhouse and student-faculty research space will be located on the roof,
with the Department of Natural Science (chemistry, biology, and physics) housed
in three full floors. As President Tom Plough has said, this new facility will provide
“a highly credible learning space for modern science education and faculty/stu-
dent research projects, while releasing additional classroom space badly needed
by other academic disciplines.”

The president is confident that this new facility will put Assumption College
“on the higher-education map in the Northeast.”

With the continued support of the alumni (of course)the Science Center will be
one more tool to help Assumption College students Learn. Achieve. Contribute. ❖

from the alumni association president

AlumniNEWS

Professor Oscar Remick Paul Hemphill, AP’64, ’68

8 WEBLINK
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Nearly 200 Assumption Prep alumni, spouses, former 
teachers, Assumptionists, and guests gathered September 21
to celebrate their 2002 Prep Reunion. Joe Simoneau AP’60,
Charlie Bibaud AP’51, and Fr. Claude Grenache, A.A. AP’55
again did a wonderful job as chairmen of the event.

A tour of the West Boylston Street campus, where
Quinsigamond Community College currently resides, began
the day’s activities. Mass was celebrated at 4 p.m. in the
Chapel of the Holy Spirit. Msgr. Henry Archambault AP’52
was the primary celebrant and Fr. Ernest Sylvestre, O.M.I.
AP’52 gave the homily.

Prior to dinner in Hagan Hall, Fr. Dennis Gallagher, A.A.
’69, vice president for
mission, gave greetings
from the Assumptionists,
and prayer for former
Prep School teacher 
and administrator, Fr.
Yvon Dubois AP’45,
’50, who passed away 
in March. Fr. Dubois 
regularly attended 
Prep Reunions.

Following dinner,
Maurice Allaire AP’47,
’51, former Prep School
teacher and administra-
tor, was the guest 
speaker. Maurice shared
many fond memories
and stories of the Prep School. No story was better than his
memory of a female guest speaker at one of the Prep’s Parents
Days long ago.

The speaker asked: “Who do you want to be when you
leave Assumption Prep? Not what, but who?” She used the
metaphor of the tree. “Of all the trees out there, if you were
to be like one of them, which would you choose?” She
offered two examples and cited differences between a
Christmas tree and an apple tree.“The Christmas tree exem-
plifies entitlement; the apple tree generosity. All that the
Christmas tree has, it received from others. All that the apple
tree has, it gives to others.”

The female speaker concluded, addressing the students:
“I hope your school nourishes a living tree in each of you,
whereby you will manage to become much more than your

Second-Largest Prep Reunion in
College History Draws Alums and
Friends from Throughout the U.S.

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Charlie AP’51,’55
and Carol Bibaud with Lucille and
Maurice Allaire AP’47; Dave Grenon
AP’57, Tom Donahue AP’57 and George
Rice AP’57, ‘63; Class of AP’52: Msgr.
Henry Archambault, Marcel Massicotte,
Fr. Ernest Sylvestre, and Rick Belair

own selves, able to step outside your own lives into the lives
of others. The difference between these two trees is a ques-
tion of the heart.”

Some individuals traveled a long way to reconnect with
their former classmates. Reynaldo Romero AP’53 visited
from San Francisco and Leo Bourgault AP’57, who hadn’t
connected with his classmates for 45 years, made the trip
from Canada. Congratulations to Richard “Lefty” LaFrancois
AP’57 for locating Leo. In addition to College-sponsored
events, David Grenon AP’57 hosted a dinner party for his
former classmates on Friday night. Twenty-five members of
the Class of ’57 returned to celebrate their 45th reunion!

For more information, photos, and the text of Maurice
Allaire’s speech, please visit the Assumption Prep page at
www.assumption.edu/alums/Prep/default.html ❖

2 0 0 2Assumpt ion  Prep  Reun ion



Master0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1
1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1
1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0

AlumniNEWS

hen Jay Marciano ’84 graduated
from Assumption College with a dou-
ble major in English and Psychology,
personal computers were merely a
blip on the technology radar screen.
The Macintosh had just been intro-
duced, and only three years earlier,
the IBM personal computer had hit 
the streets. Since those days of simple
programs and basic technology, com-
puters have become artificial intelli-
gence machines capable of performing
a plethora of complex and unusual
tasks with ease and speed. Even though
Marciano—whose most advanced
piece of technology in college was an
electric typewriter—took only one
computer course at Assumption, he
now leads a software development
team in cutting-edge machine transla-
tion technology.

W



Translator 
The road to his present position has followed a winding

course with an underlying shared theme. “It hasn’t been a
straight path, but there has been a common thread: my pro-
fessional life has been focused on helping people use language
effectively, or, more broadly, helping them to communicate,”
he says. “At Houghton Mifflin, I worked on reference books
that helped people understand their own language. At the
University of Bonn, I helped people understand a foreign lan-
guage, and now I’m working on computer programs that
translate language so that people can better communicate via
fast-paced, global media such as e-mail,Web pages, and instant
messaging regardless of geographic and linguistic barriers.”

Marciano’s extensive editorial knowledge,
valuable teaching experience, and strong for-
eign language skills, resulted in a position
with Transparent Language, a company that develops language-
learning software. Recently, SDL International acquired a por-
tion of the company and named Marciano director of its
machine translation development area. He now oversees com-
putational linguists and programmers in New Hampshire,
China, and England. “The group in Nashua is responsible for
creating this translation engine, as we call it,” he says. “In
China, they work on similar technology, but for translating
English into simplified and traditional Chinese.At headquarters
in England, people work on adding to the dictionaries or glos-
saries on which the translations are partly based.”

SDL International currently supports 12 language directions.
Marciano explains that this process involves translating from one
source language into one target language. “We support English
into French, German, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, and Dutch,
and the other way around,” he says.The technology of machine
translation, he adds, has been a field of endeavor since the end
of World War II. “When the British used computers to break
Nazi code and directly after the war in the late 1940s, some-
body thought, ‘If we consider foreign language to be a code,
then why can’t we use computers to crack it, to get it from a
form of expression that we don’t understand to one that we do?’”

From those humble beginnings, machine translation is
becoming an essential business tool. “The technology is
designed for translating things in today’s business world, from
technical documentation to patents to e-mail communications.
The technology translates so quickly that we can intercept and
translate a chat message without any perceptible delay to the
users,” says Marciano. He doesn’t recommend this technology
for the translation of literature though, as nuance is not the
strength of machine translation. “Good, clear business writing
is what we aim to translate,” he says.

Although many businesses take advantage of the Internet’s
global reach, communicating with non-English speaking
clients poses a challenge. That’s where translation software
steps in. Marciano’s team of programmers has developed 

software that almost instantaneously transforms product and
service descriptions into a shopper’s native language.

Prior to implementing a company’s Web site, SDL 
employees develop dictionaries that contain terms appropriate
to that particular business. When viewers access the Web, these
stores of vocabulary quickly translate text into the desired lan-
guage.According to Marciano, using human translation for this
type of application is not efficient, economically feasible, or
practical. “A professional translator on a good day will trans-
late about 2,000 words in an eight-hour workday,” Marciano
says. “The technology can translate about four million words
per hour.” Also, the duplicate information—text in two lan-

guages—would require extra storage space
on a company’s server, increasing expendi-
tures. Since companies change products,

models, and features so often, keeping Web sites updated can
become an overwhelming task.

A variety of customer types, including Ebsco Publishing,
the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles, the Oregon
State Employment Office and Belga, the Belgian news agency,
utilize this technology in different niche areas that best serve
their translation needs.

SDL offers a Web site—freetranslation.com—where indi-
viduals can convert foreign language content into what
Marciano calls a “gist” translation. “It’s ideal for people who
don’t need to produce polished prose but simply want to be
able to read something quickly and get a rough idea what it’s
about,” he says. On that Web site, SDL software completes
approximately one million translations daily. “It’s everything
from kids doing Spanish homework, to people in chat rooms,
to people translating e-mails from around the world,” he says.
“From 8 to 10 p.m.—our busiest time—we do up to 2,000
translations per minute on that site.”

As the world becomes virtually connected, the task of com-
municating easily and quickly with someone at the opposite
end of the globe is no longer an issue. “People have long con-
sidered machine translation a solution waiting for a problem.
The fact is people are just now, in the last five years, using
information in such a way that machine translation becomes a
compelling solution,” says Marciano. “Language barriers will
continue to fall as this technology continues to increase in the
quality of its output.”

Undoubtedly, Marciano’s electric typewriter from his col-
lege days has found a home amidst other outdated innovations
that once dominated the business arena. “Everybody’s job
involves computer technology these days,” says Marciano.
However, he still harkens back to those days on the Assumption
campus where his love affair with words began. “My job ties
everything I’ve done together in a way, with the added differ-
ence that it’s in high tech,” he says. ❖

www.assumption.edu/magazine
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Interview with Benjamin S.P. Shen, Ph.D ’54

BY PHYLLIS HANLON ’01
AlumniNEWS
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Former College trustee,
Benjamin S. P. Shen 
’54, H’72, recently dis-
cussed his memories of
Assumption as well as
life beyond the campus.
A pioneer in applying
particle accelerators to astrophysical research, he held for 
a quarter-century the Reese W. Flower chair in astronomy 
and astrophysics at the University of Pennsylvania, where 
he is also a former provost. Outside of academia, he has
served as a presidentially appointed member of the National
Science Board, chaired a federal task force on science 
literacy, and sat on various non-profit boards. Dr. Shen 
was born in China and received his D. Sc. in Physics from
the Sorbonne. He and his wife, Lucia, have two children.

PH: What was your major at Assumption?
SHEN: In the 1950s, all students received pretty much the same
classical education with a European flavor. Specialization came
with the senior thesis. In mine, I tried to show, with sopho-
moric brashness, that the so-called mathematical induction
actually relied upon a hidden rule of inference that was on a
par with the Aristotelian laws of thought. Fr. Polyeucte
Guissard, my favorite and incredibly erudite advisor, was
unconvinced. So you might say that I “majored” in the philos-
ophy of mathematics. Even today, I think this kind of inde-
pendent study and research is unmatched as a way to sharpen
an already solid liberal arts curriculum.

PH: Would you relate some memorable experiences 
from your days at Assumption?
SHEN: The most tragic had to be the tornado that devastated 
the old campus a few days after the 1953 Commencement and
took 94 lives, including several at the College. I remember in
the eerie silence immediately following, the normally jovial
Brother Armand Goffard, the College’s infirmarian and chef,
came toward me holding a bottle of vintage French wine from
his pantry, but offering only to pour it over my wounds, which
fortunately were relatively minor. Richard Dion AP’55, brother
of Fr. Louis Dion, A.A. ’35 then found some gauze and band-
aged me up.A truck later took me to a hospital in Holden, itself
without electric power, where an exhausted doctor carefully
sewed me up by candlelight, as in the movies.

PH: After graduation, where did life lead you?
SHEN: I wanted to teach math, but got only offers to teach
French.Then, Assumption Prep asked me to teach math, geog-
raphy, and mechanical drawing at $700 a year plus room 
and board. I accepted without another thought. Feeling rich,
I bought a beaten-up Chevy coupe to tool around campus in,
to the great amusement of my prep students, who soon took
to putting pebbles in the hubcaps. In retrospect, my two years
at the Prep were among the most rewarding of my teaching
career. After the Prep, I taught at SUNY-Albany and NYU.
I joined the University of Pennsylvania in 1966 and have
taught there ever since, except for stints in Penn’s administra-
tion and in government service.

PH: How does your accumulated scientific knowledge 
connect to your hobbies?
SHEN: One nice thing about being a professor is that your work
is often indistinguishable from your hobby, and this goes for
teaching as well as for research. Teaching is still the one thing
that I miss now that I’m retired. On the other hand, my real-
life hobbies usually have nothing to do with science. Right
now, I’m having fun restoring vintage bicycles. But I am in a
jam because now every person in my family wants one.

PH: Where did you pursue additional schooling?
SHEN: I earned a D. Sc.d’Etat in Physics from the University of
Paris in 1964 under Pierre Auger, discoverer of the Auger elec-
tron. My dissertation research was mainly guided by Serge
Korff of NYU and by Raymond Davis Jr., now on the Penn 
faculty, who won the 2002 Nobel Prize in Physics.

PH: Would you discuss some of the research in which 
you have engaged?
SHEN: As an astronomer and astrophysicist, my research has
centered around cosmic rays—those invisible subatomic parti-
cles that constantly bombard the Earth, probably from distant
supernovas. Over the years, I’ve used data from high-energy
accelerators, giant telescopes, space probes, and supercomput-
ers to study puzzles ranging from rare chemical elements in
the universe to exploding cores of active galaxies and quasars.
But, despite all the technological paraphernalia, science is still
sometimes best done with pencil and paper on a quiet evening.

PH: What do you do professionally now?
SHEN: I occasionally dabble in problems between science and
philosophy. Here’s one in a nutshell: When an engineer uses
mathematics to design, say, an airplane, the resulting product,
lo and behold, actually flies. This is something quite amazing
if you think about it. How can the mathematical rules of infer-
ence, which originate in our minds and apparently have no
contact with the natural world around us, help us predict so
accurately what would happen in that natural world? This
uncanny ability of math and logic to never make mistakes
about nature is puzzling and is, I think, what makes science
and technology possible for humans.This is a seldom explored
issue in cognitive science, and it’s something to think about.

PH: You were class valedictorian at your graduation. What
advice would you give graduating seniors today?
SHEN: I understand that many Assumption students take part in
the College’s programs in community service, both here and
abroad. Such programs teach, among other things, the virtue
of helping others with humility and, in some cases, the value
of manual labor. There was a time when students everywhere
in America took pride in working in manual jobs over the
summer almost as part of the ritual of growing up. It’s a loss
that we don’t do that so much anymore. There is more to col-
lege than single-minded intellectual and career pursuits. I
would encourage students to take advantage of these wonder-
ful opportunities to serve others, and take the Assumptionist
spirit with them after they graduate. ❖
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Julianne Bowler '85, insurance commissioner
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
speaks to Assumption alumni and friends in
the insurance industry at a breakfast held at
the President's House in September.

UnumProvident proudly employs a large contingent of the Assumption family. (L–R, SITTING) UnumProvident
Senior V.P. Chris Collins, Cheryl Eder ‘81, Betsy McKinlay CE’93, Pauline White CE’91, Karen Potter ‘99, Kristal
Oakes ‘98, and Jodie Blomquist ‘99, (STANDING) Cliff Jefferson ‘90, Clark Alderman ‘76, Beverly Stewart G’78,
Bob Caron ‘99, Larry Iannetti G’79, Diane Connors P’01, Matt Brown ’81, Elaine Clements G’80, Roger Trahan
‘88, Estelle Hutchinson, Social Rehabilitation faculty member, Michelle Belanger G’94, Bethany Pyro G’97,
Jessica Berryman ‘99, Elysabeth Wetton ‘01, Kim Lane ‘91, Lisa Bengyak ‘98, and David Gaughan ‘98

President’s Breakfast

InTheNews
AlumniNEWS

Please consider donating 
a prize for the auction or
raffle, such as:
• Sports Memorabilia
• Tickets to Athletic Events 

or Performances
• Gift Certificates to 

Restaurants, Spas, etc.
• Weekend Getaway 

Packages

$425  . . . .per golfer
$1,700 . . .per foursome
MC, Visa & Discover accepted.

Monday, June 23, 2003 
11:00 a.m. tee time

The International, Bolton, MA
Nominated by Golf Digest as one of America’s 

Best Private Golf Courses in 2003

For more information, please contact Vickie Thebeau 
at (508) 767-7011 or vthebeau@assumption.edu www.theinternational.com

Buy a round of golf
in the 30th Annual Father
Bissonnette Invitational Golf
Tournament and support 
the General Scholarship Fund 
and the Department of Athletics!

Do You Know A Golfer Who’s
Hard To Buy For?

2002 INDUCTEES: Carolyn Clancy ’82 (field hockey), Stacy Sullivan-Hunt
’93 (basketball), Mike Blanchard ’79 (baseball), Bill Guilfoil ’94 
(football) and Mike Hayes ’79 (hockey)

Sun Life Financial's Assumption Family: Over Thirty Graduates Call Sun Life Home.

Alumni/Athletic Hall of Fame Sun Life

Alumni at UnumProvident
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’68
Philip Mahler is president of the American
Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges.
A professor of Mathematics at Middlesex
Community College in Bedford, MA, Philip is
serving a two-year term of office through
November 2003. Timothy Savage was
appointed in August 2002 to a judicial posi-
tion at the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
district of Pennsylvania. President Bush nom-
inated him, which was confirmed by the U.S.
Senate. Judge Savage now presides over the
U.S. Courthouse in Philadelphia.

’70
Fr. Peter D. Shea retired as a pastor at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish in West Brookfield in
June 2002.

’74
Ronald Leclerc won the Masters Pole Vault
(ages 50 and over) with a jump of 11 feet at
the 2002 USA Track & Field Eastern Region
Masters Championships in July 2002 at
Springfield College. Ron is the president of
Le-More Enterprises in Baton Rouge, LA, and

also coaches the pole-vaulters at Louisiana
State University.

’75
David R. Blinn started his own company,
ViewPoint Marketing, a sales, promotion and
corporate incentives agency. ViewPoint is
located in Lincoln, RI. Roger L. Dumas was
recently appointed as leader of the United
States delegation to the NATO Coalition and
Aerial Surveillance And Reconnaissance 
(CAESAR) Architecture Development Working
Group. He was also elected co-chair of the
working group.

’77
Diane Brazelton of H&B Liquors in
Worcester received the Worcester area
Women in Development Philanthropy Award
for outstanding community work.

’78
Pamela Kedderis has been appointed to the
State of Connecticut Insurance and Risk
Management Board by Governor John G.
Rowland. The board is responsible for all
non-employment related insurance matters
for the State of Connecticut, such as purchas-
ing the state’s insurance, determining how
much self-insurance and deductible the state
should have, selecting the state’s insurance
agent-of-record, and determining State risk
management programs. Pam is the chief
financial officer of the Connecticut State
University System.

’79
CLASS BIRTHS: David Howells and his wife,
Kelley, welcomed a son, Daniel Walter, on
9/1/02. Daniel joins sister, Eliza (2). David
works as a manager at the Boston Museum of
Science and resides in Marblehead, MA.

’80
CLASS BIRTHS: Marie (Ayotte) West and her
husband, Brian, announce the birth of their
son, Eric Brian, on 10/3/01. Eric joins 
his sisters; Meredith (10), Amy (8) and
Stephanie (6). Marie is a full-time occupa-
tional therapist with the Griswold & Scotland
Elementary School Systems.

’21
Pierre Aucoin AP ’21, 25 was visited by
Maurice Allaire AP ’47, 51 and Wayne Landry
AP’62 in October at his home in Rumford,
ME. Maurice said they were“three generations
of Prep grads remembering with great fond-
ness their days at the Prep.” Pierre recently
celebrated his 99th birthday in December!

’45
Julien P. Gaudreau AP ’45 and his wife,
Edith, celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on 6/7/02.

’57
Atty. Thomas J. Donahue Jr. AP ’57 received 
a Distinguished Attorney Award at the 45th

annual Red Mass at St. Paul Cathedral in
October 2002. Tom is a partner in the law
firm of Donahue, Rauscher and McGrail 
and has practiced in the Worcester Probate
and Family Court for nearly 35 years. He is
also a member of the Worcester County,
Massachusetts, and American Bar Associations.

’67
Fran Granger AP ’67 coached Worcester’s
Jesse Burkett all-star team to a second place
finish in the U.S.A. Little League World Series.
The team won the district, state, and New
England titles and advanced to the U.S.
championship game before falling to the
eventual champion from Louisville, KY. Fran
resides in Worcester and works in construc-
tion. Jim Hanley, D.M.D. AP ’67, ’71 placed
17th out of 60 in the master’s single scull
division of the Head of the Charles Regatta
on October 20. In addition to his private
practice, Jim teaches at Tufts Dental School.

’44
Monsignor George E. Denomme was
among the first class of inductees into the
Holy Name Central Catholic Jr./Sr. High
School Hall of Fame in Worcester.

’60
George Aubin, Assumption College profes-
sor of French and Linguistics, published
“The Algonquin-French Manuscript ASSM
104 (1661)” in John D. Nichols, ed., The Papers
of the 32nd Algonquian Conference (University of
Manitoba, 2001).

’65
Victor Durocher, general manager at
Elwood Adams Hardware, accepted an award
from the Worcester Regional Chamber of
Commerce’s “The Breakfast Club” in recog-
nition of the store’s 220th anniversary on
9/19/02. Dr. Vincent Remillard (G), was
named dean of General Education at Saint
Francis University, Loretto, PA. Dr. Remillard
is a professor of French in the English/
Communications and Modern Languages
department.

Assumption Prep
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’81
Kevin O’Neill is the vice president of sales at
US LEC of Florida. Joseph Pagano’s company,
Pagano Media, won two finalist awards for
excellence in broadcast and video production
in the 23rd annual national Telly Awards
Competition. The agency was honored for
video productions created for the Worcester
People in Peril Shelter and for New Balance
Athletic Shoe Inc.

’82
Laurie Whitaker married Charles J. Decker
on 3/28/02 in Las Vegas, NV. The couple
held a reception in Chicopee, MA in May for
family and friends. Guests included Michelle
(Riquier) Sheerin, Paul Sheerin ’88, and
Linda (Molta) Tetreault. Laurie and Charlie
both work at UMass-Amherst. The couple
resides in South Deerfield, MA.

’83
Sue (Penny) Dillon is a part-time account-
ant and lives with her husband, Denis ’81,
and three children (ages 10, 7, and 5) in
Shrewsbury, MA. Denise (Kearney) Nault is
a third grade teacher at Brooklyn (CT)
Elementary School. She lives in Brooklyn
with her three children, ages 15, 13 and 11.
Martie Robinson recently joined the
Monadnock Family Services emergency staff
as a clinician in Keene, NH. CLASS BIRTHS:
Charles “Chuck” Breen and his wife, Mica,
celebrate the birth of their twin sons, Charles
Mitchell and Cole Matthew, on 6/15/02.
Chuck is the regional sales vice president for
John Hancock Financial Services Division in
Boston. The Breens reside in Norfolk, MA.
Kathi Franolich-Eliseo and her husband,
Stephen, announce the birth of their daugh-
ter, Stephanie, on 2/25/02. Stephanie joins
her sister, Gabrielle. Margaret M. Rydzewski
and her husband, Michael, celebrate the birth
of their daughter, Caitlin Eileen, on 3/5/02.

’84
Jay Jagolta is working for the State
Department at the U.S. Embassy in Dakar,
Senegal in West Africa, who is joined in
Africa by his wife, Theressa, and son, Kiel.

’85
Leslie (Lacquerre) Campbell is a part-time
instructor at Rivier College, Nashua, NH,
teaching in the MBA program. CLASS BIRTHS:
Martha (McCabe) Larson and her husband,
Jeff, celebrate the birth of their daughter,
Jenna Mary, on 8/17/02. Jenna joins her sis-
ter, Hannah, and brother, Sam.

’86
Frank Vana Jr. won the Mass. Mid-Amateur
Golf Championship at Walpole Country Club
in October to capture Massachusetts Golf
Association Player of the Year honors for the
fourth time! Charles Werneke won the New
York Emmy Award for Outstanding Sports
Programming Segment for his production of
“Mascot for a Day”. CLASS BIRTHS: Michael
Covas and his wife, Stephanie, welcomed
their daughter, Gabriela Nicole, on 2/14/02.
Donna MacDougall and her husband, Dean
Caccamo, announce the birth of their son,
Edward Joseph, on 4/24/02.

’87
Jeffrey Borus was named one of Worcester
Business Journal’s “40 under forty” for 2002.
Individuals were honored for displaying
responsibility toward the betterment of the
community at large. Jeffrey is principal at
Glickman Real Estate and has been involved
in Big Brothers Big Sisters. He was also a
board member at Worcester Community
Housing Resources and corporator at the
Boys & Girls Club. Sister Therese Dion (H)
received the 2002 Fitzgerald Award from the
National Association of Diocesan Ecumenism
Officers. The award celebrates those who
offer “outstanding contributions and service
in the work of Christian unity to either a per-
son or an organization, honoring the local,
regional, and national impact of his/her
work.” Timothy Eagan was recently appoint-
ed world languages technology specialist for
the Newton Public Schools, where he teach-
es French, Spanish, and Latin. David P.
McManus has been appointed to the
Assumption College Center for Continuing
and Professional Education Advisory Board.
David is the vice president of the accounting
and consulting firm Alexander, Aronson,
Finning & Co. P.C. CLASS BIRTHS: Neil and
Karen Casey ’88 celebrate the birth of their
daughter, Shannon Kathryn, on 8/21/02.
Shannon joins her brothers, Connor (8) and

Dylan (5). Elizabeth (Failla) Pettine and her
husband, Dave, welcome their daughter,
Payton Elizabeth, born on 5/14/02. Payton
joins her brother, Justin (3).

’88
Lynn Burke has been promoted to supervi-
sor at Greenberg, Rosenblatt, Kull & Bistoli.
Brian O’Leary was promoted to education
director at Oracle Corporation. Brian is
responsible for customer e-learning online
education. He also manages curriculum
development in California and Bangalore,
India. Brian resides in San Francisco. CLASS
BIRTHS: Bruce McGregor and his wife,
Valerie (Daigneault) ’92, announce the
birth of their second child, Ian Robert, on
5/5/02. Ian joins his sister, Sarah (2). Matt
and Lyn (Williams) Szostkiewicz celebrate
the birth of their daughter, Georgia Faith, on
9/13/01. Georgia joins her sister, Olivia (7),
and brothers, Will (7) and Luke (3).

’89
CLASS BIRTHS: Antonietta Mancini-Orlandi
and her husband, Ranieri, announce the
birth of their son, Giancarlo, on 2/3/02.
Giancarlo joins his sister, Alexandra (5).
Antonietta is a veterinarian at Wellesley-
Natick Animal Hospital. Joseph and
Kimberley (Chamberlin) Reale ’91 cele-
brate the birth of their daughter, Caitlin Hart,
on 5/21/02. Caitlin joins her sister, Taylor
(7), and brother, Casey (5).

’90
Francis Mahoney Jr. received his Master’s of
Education from Worcester State College in
May 2002. He now teaches fifth grade for the
City of Worcester. Sean McCarthy received a
MS degree in Exercise Physiology from the
University of Nevada at Las Vegas in 1996. He
married Jennifer Barry on 7/6/01 and is
presently an officer in the U.S. Navy as an
aerospace physiologist stationed in Norfolk,
VA. Daniel Shimkus Jr. (G) was named one
of Worcester Business Journal’s “40 under forty”
for 2002. David is senior vice president at
Banknorth in Worcester. He was the treasurer
for the Worcester Economic Club; assistant
treasurer at Alliance for Education; a board
member at the YMCA of Greater Worcester; a
board member at the Worcester Rotary Club;
and coach of Worcester Youth Soccer. Jane
Shivick was among the first class of
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inductees into the Holy Name Central
Catholic Jr./Sr. High School Hall of Fame in
Worcester. CLASS BIRTHS: Lori (Robillard)
Castro and her husband, James, announce
the birth of their son, Zachary Philip, on
6/26/02. He joins his brother, Matthew (5),
and sister, Theresa (3). David Crawford and
his wife, Megan, celebrate the birth of their
son, Colin, on 2/10/02. Terry (Bedard)
Leger and her husband, Chris, announce the
birth of their son, Andrew Joseph, on
8/27/02. Andrew joins his brother, Brian
(2). Karan (Kennedy) Mordecai and her
husband, Mark, welcome their first child,
Connor James, born on 7/31/02. Amy
(Sheahan) Starchville and her husband,
Thomas, welcome their daughter, Katherine
Paula, born on 7/10/02. The Starchvilles
reside in Ashburn, VA. Igda J. Vazquez and
Peter Lectara announce the birth of their
daughter, Julianna Sofia, on 10/27/01.
Julianna joins her brother, Peter (5). The
Vazquez family resides in Ponce, Puerto Rico.

’91
CLASS BIRTHS: Christopher Carrigan and
his wife, Linda, celebrate the birth of their
daughter, Sydney Brooke, on 8/26/02.
Sydney joins her sister, Anna (2). The
Carrigans live in Raleigh, NC. Melissa
(Remillard) Esteves and her husband,
David, welcome their son, Jonathan David,
born on 6/21/02. Dorothy (LeBert)
Hadley and her husband, Michael, celebrate
the birth of their daughter, Jennifer Kailey, on
6/4/02. Jennifer joins her brother, Thomas
(4). Renee (Bourgea) Sadlow and her hus-
band, Carl, announce the birth of their son,
Nicholas James, on 4/5/02. Christopher
“Smitty” Smith and Kristen (Shupenis)
Smith ’93 welcome their son, William
Christopher, born on 12/18/01. He joins 
his brother, Connor (2).

’92
Tracy Foley hosts her own cable access tele-
vision show “VideoJam.” She has been pro-
ducing the show at WCCA-TV13 for 10
years. The show is a variety and music video
show featuring local bands. Katrina Salka
has returned to work full-time as assistant
director of Development for Hospice of the
North Shore in Danvers, MA after staying
home with her daughter, Lily, since January
2002. Katrina will be responsible for over-
seeing HNS’ three major special fundraising
events, as well as assisting with the annual

appeal, memorial gifts, communications, and
campaign issues. Will Waldron is working as
an account executive in the Mid-Atlantic
region for Tallan, Inc. CLASS BIRTHS: Andrew
Adderly and his wife, Roberta, celebrate the
birth of their son, Andrew G. Adderly III on
7/1/02. The Adderly family lives in Tuxedo,
NY. David Consigli and his wife, Maria, wel-
come a daughter, Sara Ann, born on
2/16/01. Michael and Jill Clarke Fotiades
’93 announce the birth of their daughter,
Caleigh Quinn, born on 3/12/02. Caleigh
joins her brother, Mac (3), and sister, Grace
(6). Michael is opening a bath and plumb-
ing fixture distributorship. William J.
Hopkinson Jr. and his wife, Jodi, announce
the birth of their son, William III, on
7/19/02. Paul Lussier and his wife,Theresa,
welcome their daughter, Sydney Rose, born
on 7/2/02. Jill (Rett) Schreiber and her
husband, John, welcome their son, Thomas,
born on 8/8/02. Thomas joins his brother,
Jack (3). Marguerite (Manco) Valeri and her
husband, Jack, announce the birth of their
daughter, Jacqueline Rose, on 7/23/02.

’93
Jennifer (Maneggia) Cornell is a certified
fly fishing guide for Reel Women in Victor,
ID. She resides in Wilson, WY. Phil 
DeCesare is teaching middle school at Public
School #4 in Bronx, NY. Alan Deckman
married Allyson Brunetti at the Mystic (CT)
Congressional Church on 9/28/02.
Members of the wedding party included
Tom Moody, Eric Lewin, Phil DeCesare,
and Michelle Callahan ’00. Ray Sweetland
opened a full service car wash and detail cen-
ter named “Clean & Sweet” in Hartford, CT
in September. CLASS BIRTHS: Tracie Bush
and her husband, Brian Richard, welcome
their daughter, Kennedy Lynne, born on
6/30/02. Kennedy joins her sister, Erickson
(2). Lisa (Bergeron) Futrell and her hus-
band, Christian, announce the birth of their
daughter, Charlotte Elizabeth, on 4/25/02.
Charlotte joins her sister, Madeline (2). Erin
(Buckley) Harding and her husband, Kyle,
announce the birth of their son, Owen
David, on 1/22/02. Owen joins his brother,
Aidan (2). Sean and Jennifer (Clifford)
Hussey welcome their son, Tyler Reed, born
on 5/31/02. Tyler joins his sister, Madison
(2). Pamela (Durand) Jusseaume and her
husband, Robert, announce the birth of their
son, Joseph Robert, on 2/20/02. Joseph
joins his sister, Danielle (3). Laura-Mae
Liddy and her husband, Rob, celebrate the
birth of their son, Patrick Thomas, on

2/23/02. Patrick joins his sister, Haley (2).
Patti (Boulanger) McLellan and her hus-
band, Brendan, celebrate the birth of their
son, Matthew Paul, on 9/3/02. Matthew
joins sister, Megan (3). Carolyn Meisner and
her husband, Chris, announce the birth of
their daughter, Caitlyn Elizabeth, on
8/11/02. Caitlyn joins brother, Jake (1).
Karl and Julie (Pelliccione) Richardson
announce the birth of their daughter, Jenna
Leigh, on 7/12/02. Jenna joins brother,
Bobby (1). Dan and Heather (Lavey)
Sullivan ’94 announce the birth of their
daughter, Kelsey Elizabeth on 7/16/02.
April (Farber) Walling and her husband,
David, celebrate the birth of their son,
Tanner, on 3/7/02. He joins his brother,
Cole (4). Joyce (Petrarca) Woram and her
husband, Tom, are the proud parents of a
son, Andrew Gerard, born 6/25/02.

’94
CLASS BIRTHS: Marisa (Cantu) Caruso and
her husband, Tony, welcome their son,
Anthony, born on 7/1/02. He joins his sis-
ters, Alicia (4) and Veronica (3). Mary
(Schroeder) Flanagan and her husband,
Dan, announce the birth of their third child,
Molly, on 7/10/02. Molly joins siblings 
Katy (3) and Patrick (2). Amy (O’Connell)
Griffin and her husband, Fred, welcome
their son, Joseph Robert, born on 7/5/02.
Joseph joins John (3), and Mary Kate (2).

’95
Elizabeth Bisci was recently named vice-
principal at St. Cecilia’s School in Pawtucket,
RI. Dawn Holloway married Craig Holloway
in October 1999. Dawn worked at State Street
Corporation for five years before she became
a technical recruiter for an information tech-
nology placement firm. Steve McKiernan
competed this summer at the Henley Royal
Regatta in Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire,
England. He competed in the four-man with
coxswain out of Boston’s Union Boat Club.
CLASS BIRTHS: Jennifer Murphy Park and
her husband, Christopher, celebrate the birth
of their son, Ethan Murphy Park, in October
2002.
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’96
Erin Cathro married Brian Cauley on
6/1/02. John Clancey is a senior program-
mer/analyst for TJX Companies, Inc. He is
working in the application development
group in the Westboro office. Bill Moore is 
a disabled veterans outreach job specialist at
the Division of Employment and Training 
at Workforce Central in Worcester. CLASS
BIRTHS: Barri Lynn (McCarthy) Godbout
and her husband, Stephen, welcome their
son, Benjamin Martin, born on 5/19/02.
Kara (Barsalou) Remillard and her hus-
band, Brett, celebrate the birth of their
daughter, Emily Loren, on 2/26/02. Emily
joins her brother, Jacob (2). Dianne Rivelli-
Schreiber and her husband,Adam, announce
the birth of their son, Andrew Joseph, on
9/17/02. Andrew joins sister, Brooke (2).
The Schreibers reside in Delray Beach, FL.

’97
Jennifer (Lemoine) and Paul Briggs were
married at the Chapel of the Holy Spirit on
10/20/01. Pictured: (Back, L–R) Marty
Kilcourse, Kevin Connolly, Ryan Dumond,
Audrey (MacDonald) Coonan G’93. (Back,
Middle: L–R) Steve Small, Jay Odoardi,
Allison Gomarlo, Fr. Claude Grenache, A.A.
AP ’55, ’59, Karen Flynn, Chris Lemoine
’92, Lynn Shugrue ’95, Gina Vaswani G’93,

Cheryl (Richardson) Eder ’81, Meghan
Walsh ’00. (Front, Middle L–R) Chris
Marrese, Sharon Deraney, Rita (Mohr)
Ferioli, Amanda Ashe, Emily Vailant.
(Front, L–R) Garrett Lemoine, Stacy
(MacCallum) Lemoine ’92, Jennifer
(Lemoine) Briggs, Paul Briggs, Corinne
Lahane ’03 and Mike Briggs ’03. Brian
Lahue and Jennifer (Bergin) Lahue were
married on 5/19/01. Brian earned his 
master’s degree from Boston University and
is currently pursuing a doctorate there.
Jennifer received her master’s from Lesley
University in May 2001 and is currently
teaching in the Worcester Public Schools.

John Rodriguez was awarded the Thomas S.
Green Public Service Award in October 2002.
John worked at the Worcester Housing
Authority part-time through high school and
college and for the last five years in a full-
time position as the drug prevention coordi-
nator. John is also the president of the Latino
Dollars for Scholars and is a board member
of the Worcester Working Coalition for Latino
Students. Three Class of ’97 alumni gather
with their children. From left to right:
Stephanie (Forgione) Carbonneau holding
Renee Marie, Robin (Grady) Saccol holding
Damien Pierre, Lynn (Homan) Radford

holding Keisha Nicole. CLASS BIRTHS: Janet
(Lacroix) Constantine and her husband,
Steven, celebrate the birth of their twins,
Ryan Patrick and Gabrielle Rose, in May
2002. Janet is a special education teacher for
the Lunenburg Public Schools. Amy Barrows
Moore and her husband, Eric, announce the
birth of their daughter, Sophia Elizabeth, on
10/4/01. Robin Saccol and her husband,
Pascal, welcome their son, Damien Pierre,
born on 6/30/02.

’98
Richard P. Brederson, Esq. has joined Fay
Law Associates as an associate attorney.
Richard is a member of the Rhode Island Bar,
the Massachusetts Bar, and is licensed by the
U.S. District Court. Attorney Brederson is
engaged in the practice of law as a civil and
criminal litigator, including negotiating set-
tlements and trial. Neil Hitchen was hired as
defensive coordinator of the Endicott College
football team. This is the first football pro-
gram in the school’s history. Leo P. Hughes

graduated from Boston University with an
Ed.M. in Human Movement in May 2002. He
also began pursuit of his doctorate at B.U.
this fall. Leo works as a research technician
for B.U. and also worked as assistant women’s
ice hockey coach at Harvard University dur-
ing the 2001–2002 season. Rosemary
Longo, Master HRMS Instructor for
PeopleSoft, Inc., was awarded the 1st HRMS
Instructor of the Year Award for PeopleSoft in
Las Vegas, NV. She also received three addi-
tional awards for quality, teaching days and
teamwork. Christopher McNamara and
Giuseppina DiSisto received their Juris
Doctor in May 2001 and have successfully
passed the Massachusetts Bar Exam. They are
both working in the Boston area. CLASS
BIRTHS: Leo Caisse and his wife, Marion,
welcome their first child, Noelle Catherine,
born on 1/15/02. They were married on
4/8/00 in Branford, CT and currently reside
in Woonsocket, RI. Leo is employed by EMC
Corporation in Hopkinton, MA. Steven and
Tricia (Rumery) Rust ’99 celebrate the birth
of their son, Thomas Everett, on 8/8/02.
Thomas joins his brother, Peter (1). Diana
(DiPietro) West and her husband, Paul Sr.,
welcome their son, Paul Jr., born on
8/10/02.

’99
U.S. Army Second Lieutenant Joseph M.
Crowley was promoted to First Lieutenant in
October 2002. He is currently serving as a
Rifle Platoon Leader in the 1st Battalion 87th
Infantry, 10th Mountain Division. Lt.
Crowley deployed with the 10th Mountain
Division to Uzbekistan and Afghanistan as
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. He was
awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Badge for
his role in Operation Anaconda in March
2002. He is pictured with Northern Alliance
soldiers in Afghanistan. Edward Gaffney is
currently enrolled in the Master’s of
Architecture program at Boston Architectural
Center. Edward works at Ellenzweig
Associates Inc. Architects. Jessica Fairhurst
married Octavio Melo on 9/7/02 in
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Taunton, MA. Jessica is a supervisor at  Home
Care in Newton. Octavio is a business analyst
for Columbia Management Group in Boston.
Brian den Ottelander is a senior audit spe-
cialist for the Credit Suisse Asset Management
Group at State Street Bank and Trust in
Boston. Brian is also an active member of the
Quincy Citizen Police Academy Alumni
Association. Karen Shaw earned a Master of
Science in Speech-Language Pathology from
Northeastern University in June 2002. She
works at St. Joseph Hospital in Nashua, NH.
Mary Spofford received both a Master’s
Degree in Environmental Law from Vermont
Law School and a Juris Doctor degree from
New England School of Law in May 2002.
She had an article, “Mediation and the Siting
of Hazardous Waste Facilities,” published in
the University of Denver, College of Law
Preventive Law Reporter. Mary is presently
employed with Tetra Tech NUS Inc. in
Wilmington, MA. Sara Ward graduated from
Suffolk University Law School in May 2002.
She practices immigration law as an associate
at the firm Maiona & Maiona, P.C. in Boston.
Stephen Warner has started his own record-
producing company in Brooklyn called SB
Records. He just sold his first song that he co-
wrote and produced. Steve still models and
tends bar two nights a week. CLASS BIRTHS:
Carrie Baldelli Smith and her husband,
Joseph, welcome their daughter, Kaitlyn
Arlene, born on 5/5/02. Dayna
(VanBlarcom) Zynda and her husband,
Jeffrey, announce the birth of their daughter,
Madison Kelley, on 8/24/02.

’00
Christina Barbosa graduated from the
Physician Associate Program at Yale School of
Medicine in September 2002. She received
her Master’s of Medical Science in Physician
Associate studies and is working as a physi-
cian assistant in cardio-thoracic surgery at
the Hospital of St. Raphael in New Haven, CT.
Katie Buckman was named one of Worcester
Business Journal’s “40 under forty” for 2002.
Individuals were honored for displaying
responsibility toward the betterment of the
community at large. Katie is the portfolio
manager/assistant vice president of
Sovereign Bank in Worcester. She has been
involved with Junior Achievement, Women
in Networking, and Head of Adam’s Animals
in Worcester. Suzanne Smiley-Sacco (G)
has been promoted to vice president in the
retail division of Banknorth Massachusetts.
Suzanne is a past president of the Sturbridge
Club, a volunteer on the Sponsorship

Committee of the Golf for Women YMCA
Encore Program, a volunteer with Junior
Achievement, and a member of Rotary
International, the Corridor Nine Chamber of
Commerce, the Membership Drive
Committee of Shrewsbury Community
Services, the Webster Square Business
Association, the Fitchburg Community
Development Corporation and the board of
Tri-Community Area Chamber of Commerce.
Julie D’Angelo married Matthew Roderick
on 6/15/02. The Rodericks reside in

Sturbridge, MA. Michael Tomasian has just
completed his second year of volunteer serv-
ice in Washington, DC, while simultaneously
earning a Master of Arts in Teaching from
Trinity College. Michael teaches fifth grade at
St. Anthony Catholic School in Washington.

’01
Stacey Babij married Michael Flynn IV on
7/27/02. Stacey is employed in the commu-
nications area at MassMutual Financial Corp.
in Springfield, MA. Daniel Doherty is the
new owner of Doherty’s Pub on 377 Park
Avenue in Worcester, MA. Kristen Hurlbut,
Beth Murray, Kristen Rittel, Lauren
Masterson, Raquel Durkin, and Amy Logue

(pictured, L–R) attended the “Bro Show” at
The Irish Times in Worcester on October 26.
Nearly $3,000 was raised and over 200
alumni and friends gathered at the concert to
benefit the Bro. Robert Francis Beaulac, A.A.
Scholarship. Thank you to Joe Parrillo ’99
and Jay LaCroix ’00 for organizing this 
concert, and thanks to all the alumni who
attended.

’02
Jessica Safer recently began teaching at
Medfield (MA) High School. Jessica teaches
math and is co-advisor of the Sophomore
Class. ❖
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Philip G. Plourde, O.D. AP’30, ’38
Van Buren, ME, died August 27, 2002

Philip was in practice in Van Buren for more
than 40 years. Philip leaves his wife, Caritha;
two sons, John and Charles; a daughter,
Susan; a sister, Lillian; four stepdaughters; one
stepson; five grandchildren and eight step-
grandchildren.

J. Lawrence Manuell AP’38, ’42
West Brookfield, MA, died September 7, 2002

Larry was a medical consultant at New York
University when he retired in 1993. He pre-
viously held several positions at NYU and
worked for the American College Health
Association for 26 years. Larry began his
work in education at Georgetown University
Medical Center, and he had previously operat-
ed a private practice in Greenwich, CT. Larry
leaves his wife, Mary; a daughter, Mary-Elise;
and a sister, Lucille.

C.H. Neil McNeil AP’41
Northbridge, MA, died September, 4, 2002

Neil was a Navy veteran of World War II,
where he served in the Navy Hospital Corps.
He was a clerk for the U.S. Postal Service in
the Rockdale section of Northbridge for
many years, and became postmaster before
retiring in 1976. Neil leaves his wife of 54
years, Helen; two sons, Neil and Paul; two
daughters, Mary and Joanne; two sisters,
Vivian and Elaine; 18 grandchildren; nieces
and nephews.

Rene E. Chasse ’44
Ashland, MA, died August 12, 2002

Rene was an Army veteran of World War II
and was affiliated with the 970th Counter
Intelligence Corps. Rene owned and operated
Chasse’s Department Store in Ashland for 44
years. He was dedicated to his community
and his parish of St. Mark as choir member
and lector. Rene leaves his wife, Theresa; one
daughter, Claire; one son, Patrick; one sister,
Terese; four grandchildren; several nieces and
nephews.

Rev. Ronald P. Lussier AP’44, ’48
Chicopee, MA, died August 12, 2002

Father Lussier was ordained to the priesthood
in 1952 and was honored at his 50th anniver-
sary in 2002 by his friends and parishioners.
He served as Parochial Vicar at Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in Springfield; Saint Rose de
Lima Church in Aldenville, MA; Notre Dame
Church in Adams; and Notre Dame Church in
Pittsfield. In 1975 he was appointed Pastor of
Saint George Church in Chicopee Falls where
he served until his death. Father Lussier leaves
his mother, Eve; his sister, Anita; nephews,
nieces, and grandnephews.

Rev.Yvon Dubois, A.A. AP’45, ’50
Brighton, MA, died March 31, 2002

Rev. Yvon Dubois taught French and religion
at Assumption Prep from 1954–1970. He then
taught in Florida and in the Boston area, and
had been chaplain at the VA Medical Center.
Fr.Yvon was also the first Assumption basket-
ball player to score 30 points in a game. He
leaves four sisters, Lucille, Madeleine, Loretta,
and Carmen; several nephews and nieces.

32 Assumption College Magazine  •  Winter 2003 

- IN MEMORIAM-

The Assumption College community was
deeply saddened to learn that Honorary
Trustee Richard Testa passed away on
December 3, 2002. Dick was the honorary
chair of the Centennial Campaign and 
he gave a video address at the October 19
campaign kickoff dinner. He served the
College well in many capacities over the
years, including trustee (1971–94), hon-
orary trustee (1994–2002), and national
chair of Assumption’s last campaign
(1991–96).

Dick attended Assumption Prep and was
an alumnus of the Assumption College Class of 1959 and
graduated from Harvard Law School in 1962. He started his
legal career at Gaston & Snow in Boston, where he represent-
ed Ken Olson and Digital Equipment Corp. during the first
public offering of the company. In 1973, he co-founded
Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault. In 29 years, the firm grew from
its original three lawyers to a total staff of 725, including
385 lawyers, making it the largest law firm in Boston. Today
the firm has the largest venture capital practice in the world
and one of the largest high-technology operating company
practices in the United States.

He counseled several national and international venture
capital firms and a large number of technology companies
and other businesses financed by venture capitalists. For 
the last two years, Dick was named “one of the 100 most
influential lawyers in the country,” by the National Law Journal.
He lectured extensively and wrote about legal and financial 

Richard J. Testa ’59 
(1939–2002)

matters for professional programs.
Following Dick’s passing, one of his 

co-workers wrote, “Notwithstanding Dick’s
well-deserved status as an icon in the ven-
ture capital and technology communities,
he was fundamentally a quiet and self-effac-
ing person. In addition to time spent with
his extended family, he devoted many hours
to his alma mater, Assumption College.”

Dick was awarded the Outstanding
Alumnus Award from the Assumption
Alumni Association in 1984 and received 
an Honorary Degree from Assumption in

1996.“He was devoted to Assumption College and very sup-
portive of its strategic plans and mission as a Catholic, liberal
arts College,” said President Tom Plough. “The entire
Assumption community will miss his advice and counsel, and
his presence on campus. Just two months ago I had the pleas-
ure of giving him a tour of the new Science Center construc-
tion site. He was very impressed with the building and the
growth of the campus.”

Fr. John Franck, A.A. ’70, chair of the Board of Trustees,
in a eulogy noted, “I would be hard-pressed to identify
another Assumption alumnus who has served and honored
his alma mater more than Dick Testa...not only by virtue of
his unquestionable loyalty and commitment, but by virtue 
of the very integrity of his life.”

Dick is survived by his wife of 43 years and kindergarten
sweetheart, Janet, five children—including JoAnne Goglia ’82
and Nancy Doherty ’86—and 14 grandchildren. ❖
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Roland J. Grandpre Sr. ’51
Northboro, MA, died August 13, 2002

Roland was an Army veteran of the Korean
War, serving in Germany. He was a service
manager at Claflin-Donahue in Worcester for
20 years, before retiring in 1986. He was also
a member of the St. Bernadette Church.
Roland leaves his wife, Rita; a son, Roland;
three daughters, Diane, Paula, and Elaine; a
sister, Lucille; and four grandchildren.

J. Romeo Pelletier ’52
Leominster, MA, died September 20, 2002

Romeo was an Army veteran of World War II
and later served in the National Guard. He
owned and operated Edmond Legere
Insurance Agency for many years, and retired
in 1994. Romeo leaves his wife, Delima; three
sons, Bill, David, and John ’86; two daughters,
Deb and Paula; a brother, Rev. Edgar Pelletier;
three sisters, Clarice, Arlene, and Elaine; 12
grandchildren; nieces and nephews.

Raymond P. Brien ’62
Pittsfield, MA, died June 21, 2002

Raymond was a social worker and was associ-
ated for more than 20 years with the Mass
Department of Mental Health. He was also
executive director of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse of the Berkshires for 20
years. Raymond was a consultant to state and
national mental health authorities. Raymond
leaves his wife of 36 years, Patricia; three sons,
Thomas, David, and Jeffrey; a sister, Jeanine;
four grandchildren; nieces and nephews.

Theophile Martin G’64
Worcester, MA, died July 1, 2002

Theophile was a member of the department
of modern languages at Assumption College,
where he was director of the language labo-
ratory and taught French. He also ran the
French Institute for professors and teachers
during the summer. He later taught French
and religion at Marian High School and St.
Peter Marian High School. Theophile leaves
his wife, Claire; a daughter, Rachel; a brother,
Raymond; three grandchildren.

Livia T. Matera G’64
West Boylston, MA, died July 28, 2002

Livia was a social worker in the Bronx for the
City of New York Association for Improving
the Condition of the Poor. She worked with
Eleanor Roosevelt during the Depression.
Livia later worked as an art director for East
Boston Social Centers Council, retiring in
1966. Livia also taught in the Worcester
Public Schools and was an accomplished
artist. Livia leaves a son, Anthony; a daughter,
Ligia; and three grandchildren.

Jesse A. Gates G’71
Webster, MA, died September 18, 2002

Jesse was a Navy veteran of World War II serv-
ing as a pharmacist’s mate. He was a pharma-
cist for 20 years and was a counselor for five
years at the Webster/Dudley/Oxford Crisis
Center. Jesse wrote political articles for the
Webster Times and loved writing, gardening and
politics. Jesse leaves his wife of 51 years,
Patricia; a sister, Barbara; nephews and a niece.

Thomas F. Mahoney G’74
Worcester, MA, died October 20, 2002

Thomas was an Army veteran of the Korean
War and was an elementary and middle
school teacher in the Southbridge Public
Schools for 25 years. Thomas leaves a sister,
Pauline; nephews and nieces; grandnephews
and grandnieces.

Richard T. Kleber Sr. H’75
Dartmouth, MA, died June 29, 2002

Richard was director of the Worcester Science
Museum and then executive director of its
successor, Worcester Science Center, from
1961–1983. He was also behind the concept,
design and development of the EcoTarium.
For 22 years, Richard hosted a weekly radio
show on WTAG. He received an honorary
degree from Assumption College in 1975.

Sister Geraldine Girard G’79
Worcester, MA, died September 19, 2002

Sr. Geraldine was a teacher in local parochial
and public schools for many years. She was an
addiction counselor and group therapist at
the Faith House, the Ozanam House and
WAARC Services. She also served as adminis-
trative coordinator for the New England Area
of Religious Women and the Sisters for
Christian Unity. Sr. Geraldine leaves two sis-
ters, Carole and Elena; nephews, nieces, and a
grandnephew.

Dennis A. McFarlane ’79
Swampscott, MA, died November 1, 2002

A lawyer and long-time contract negotiator
with General Electric, Dennis joined the Air
Force in 1979 and served as a captain for five
years. He was employed by General Electric
since 1984. Dennis was a communicant of 
St. John the Evangelist Church in Swampscott
and a member of the GE Elfun Society and 
the GE Management Association. While at
Assumption, Dennis starred in both cross
country and track. He leaves his wife, Ann
(Burns) ’78; a son, Michael; and a daughter,
Catherine; his parents Robert and Annamae;
and two brothers, Guy and Dwayne.

Charles J. Ahearn G’87
Marlboro, MA, died October 12, 2002

Charles was a lawyer with several local law
firms and enjoyed restoring old cars. He
leaves a son, Sean; a daughter, Kristan; parents
Charles and Helen; a brother, James; two sis-
ters, Sue and Jane; three grandchildren;
nephews and nieces.

Susan Orlando CE’87
Southboro, MA, died July 5, 2002

Susan was a dialysis clinician at UMass
Medical Center and retired in April. Susan
leaves her husband, Gary; her parents, Lincoln
and Lorraine; a daughter, Justine; a son,
Christopher; three sisters, Deborah, Patricia,
and Charlene; nieces and nephews.

Rev. Roland E. Murphy H’95
Washington, DC, died July 20, 2002

Rev. Murphy taught at Catholic University 
for 21 years, first as professor of Semitic 
languages and then as professor of Old
Testament. In 1971, he joined the faculty of
Duke Divinity School and taught there until
his retirement. He was awarded an honorary
degree from Assumption College in 1995.

-Friends of the College-

Henri Abusamra, father of David Abusamra
AP’65; Patricia Aucoin, daughter, and Esther
Aucoin,wife of Pierre Aucoin ’25; Mary
Bercier, mother of Fr. Barry and Brian ’76,
G’85; Jean Brierly, wife of Fred Brierly Sr.
’65, G’71; James Butterfield, former
employee; Carolyn Cannon, AC volunteer;
Barton Gariepy, son of Carole Gariepy
G’95; Joseph Hennessy, former Professor 
of Political Philosophy and the Classics;
Clarice Horsfall, sister of Bro. Stephen
Goguen, A.A. AP’57; Stella Kuczynski,
mother of Karen DeBari ’74; Senora
Lapierre, mother of Terry Lapierre ’63;
Irene Lavoie, mother of Paul Lavoie G’75;
Thomas and Edmund Mahon, brother and
father of Paul Mahon’66; Mary McSherry,
mother of George’76, Kevin ’79, J. Brian
’81, and Michael McSherry ’83; George
Ratte, father of Christine McSherry ’82;
Rita Thibeault, AC volunteer; Lillian Viau,
wife of Joseph Viau ’32 ❖
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Editors Letter|continued from page 4

writing for the Magazine. Contact me 
directly with your thoughts. Refer 
to the Contents page for all ways to 
reach me. We look forward to hear
ing from you!

- NANCY MCBRIDE

For a complete summary of the
results, go to the Magazine link at
www.assumption.edu/magazine.You,
too, can now respond to the survey 
on the Web site!

We wish to recognize Amy Raphael
’03, Public Affairs intern, for her compi-
lation and editorial assistance with the
survey results. ❖

Western History|continued from page 10

texts. Students also routinely have to
develop a context for what they read,
for example to think about what the
members of the Parliament of Paris
understood by veiled references to 
recent events in a speech of Henry IV.
They have to test out suggestions made
by Jacques Barzun whose book, From
Dawn to Decadence, they are reading.
The intellectual challenges are real. As
you scroll down, you can occasionally
click on “Student Notes,” you will see
how consistently and energetically they
rise to these challenges. Go to the fol-
lowing Web address to see the notes they
submitted before class and which guided

our discussion, http://www.assump-
tion.edu/HTML/Academic/history/Hi1
18net/honors2002/renartnotes.html.
This is what I hoped I would be doing
when I joined the Assumption faculty
decades ago. This is what these students
hoped for when they chose Assumption
College. ❖

Scholar Athletes|continued from page 15

Greyhound to score over 1,000 career
points. Last year, she averaged 14.6
points with a .574 shooting percentage
from the floor, leading the team to its
second N.C.A.A. regional and 20-win 
season in three years.

Meghan is a member of the Math
honor society, Kappa Mu Epsilon, and 
has tutored for two years. She also con-
tributes time as a volunteer in a local
nursing home. She has a 3.3 GPA as a
Math major with a concentration in
Elementary Education and looks forward
to a career as a first-grade teacher after
playing basketball overseas.

HONORABLE MENTION
Sophomore first baseman Chris

Colabello (Milford, MA) batted .375
with seven homers and 30 RBI last year
and became the fifth player in Hounds’
history to hit three homers in a single
game. He has a 3.7 grade point average
as a Marketing major.

Junior wide receiver R.J. Coleman
(Elma, NY) caught 40 passes for 455
yards and three TDs last year and carries
a 3.6 GPA as an Economics major.

Senior captain Matt McDonald
(Blackstone, MA) has been the dominant
male cross-country runner over the last
four years, earning all-conference 
honors twice. He has a 3.6 GPA as a
History major.

Senior forward and captain Kristin
Garrity (Holliston, MA) is the field
hockey team’s seventh leading scorer 
and a two-time all-conference selection.
She has a 3.1 GPA as an Accounting
major. ❖

President Tom Plough and members of the 
Assumption College administration will be 
visiting Florida during the month of February.
Alumni and Parent receptions are being planned 
for the following geographic areas depending on 
the number of alumni, parents and Assumption 
Prep grads in each area:

• Monday, February 10th • Friday, February 14th or
Palm Beach Saturday, February 15th

Tampa/St. Petersburg
• Wednesday, February 12th

Naples • We are also considering an 
Orlando reception

If you expect to be in Florida during the month of February,
please contact Melanie Demarais at 508-767-7146 or 
mdemaris@assumption.edu for more information about 
these receptions.

FEBRUARY

Presidential Receptions 
In Florida

Call 
508-767-7146
for Information
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Bulgarian Ambassador to
U.S. Delivers Emotional
Speech to College Audience

Elena Borislavova Poptodorova,
Ambassador of the Republic of
Bulgaria to the USA, delivered a
heartfelt message to her audience
in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit 
during the recent celebration 
of the beatification of three 
Bulgarian Assumptionists.

International Visitor


