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On Campus

Fulbright Scholars
Announced
Assumption College is proud to
announce that three recent graduates
have been awarded Fulbright
Scholarships for the 2002–2003
academic year. Seniors Audrey Anton,
Mia Chabot, and Erin Toohil have 
each been rewarded for their academic
successes at Assumption with the
opportunity to do a research project
overseas. 

Audrey Anton, from Palmer, MA,
will travel to Ecuador to compare the
ways of caring for the elderly in Ecuador
and the United States. To execute her
study, she plans to take classes, conduct
interviews, volunteer at social-service
organizations, and keep a journal of her
observations of cultural signifiers about
intergenerational relationships. Through
an initial contact at Espiritu Santo
University in Guayaquil, Audrey plans
to work with scholars on the sociology
of aging both at that university and at

others in Ecuador. Ms. Anton was
Valedictorian at this year’s
Commencement Exercises. She
graduated with a double major in Social
and Rehabilitation Services and
Philosophy, and a certificate in
Gerontology. Upon completion of her 

Fulbright research, Audrey will pursue a
Ph.D. in Philosophy at Marquette
University.

Emelia “Mia” Chabot, from
Houlton, ME, will travel to Finland to
study the cultural and emotional
implications of diet in Finland. A
Biology major, Mia will do her research

at the University of Kuopio in the
clinical nutrition department. She will
participate in its courses and ongoing
research projects. She has an impressive
plan of visiting classes and joining the
research projects that are most relevant
to her culturally and psychologically
sensitive approach to nutrition. During
her junior year at Assumption, Mia 
was abroad at James Cook University
in Australia, where she concentrated in
biological studies.

Erin Toohil, of Ashland, MA, was a
double major in Chemistry and Biology
with a Biotechnology Concentration.
Erin will participate in a ground-
breaking research project on E. coli
bacteria currently underway at the
University of Limerick, Ireland. She will
work under the supervision of Professor
J. Tony Pembroke, who has invited her
to join his research team as they 
analyze the E. coli DNA component
R391. Once her Fulbright year is
complete, Erin plans to go to medical
school to become a pediatrician. ◆

www.assumption.edu/magazine

Sullivan ’03 Star Performer in “Lord of the Dance” Troupe
Keara Sullivan ’03, a Sociology major, has been “dancing around”
her Assumption education, and performing beautifully! A dancer
since the age of two and a half, Keara recently has been Irish
dancing on tour with Michael Flatley’s dance troop, performing in
“Feet of Flames” (Summer 2001—U.S.), and “Lord of the Dance”
(Spring 2002—Canadian and U.S.). This summer she is the lead
dancer in the troop’s Australian tour.

Determined to both take advantage of this professional
opportunity during her spring semester and graduate with her class
next spring, Keara researched and found universities that had on-
line courses that were accepted by Assumption College. She is
enrolled in the College’s Honors Program and has continued to
maintain a GPA over 3.0. Keara was co-captain of the cross
country team last fall, and volunteers weekly at a Worcester-area
homeless shelter during the school year. We are assured by her
father Phil, that Keara’s feet are really on the ground (mostly),
and she looks forward to returning to her Assumption life in the
fall.                  www.assumption.edu/magazine

Keara Sullivan ’03

Mia Chabot, Audrey Anton, and Erin Toohil

8 WEBLINK
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Undergraduate
Scholars Present
Research at National
Conference
A group of Assumption student scholars
recently presented research at the
National Conference on Undergraduate
Research at the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater:

Denis Deriev ’03 (Church 
History) presented “Orthodoxy and
Heresy in the Early Church: A Study 
in Origin and His Approach to This
Question.”

Keely Heidtman ’02 (Chemistry) 
presented “The Removal of Organic
Pollutants from Water Using
Electrochemistry in Ionic Liquids.” 

Carla Ranaudo ’02 (Forensic
Chemistry), Jennifer Susel ’03 and
David Katcher ’03 (Mathematics) 
presented “The Analysis of the
Mathematical Game ’DOIN’.”

Donna Nodson ’98, president of Rebuilding Together Worcester, contacted the Reach
Out Center to participate in a hands-on home-renovation project. Twelve Assumption
students, one faculty, and one administrator were joined by a few AC alumni.

The Assumption group was assigned to renovate the kitchen and pantry of the first
floor of a triple-decker. They removed all the contents including a stove, washer and
dryer. The ceiling tiles were removed and discarded, and the old flooring was pulled up.
Then all the surfaces were scrubbed. New ceiling tiles were installed, shelves and
woodwork was painted, and a new floor was installed. Our volunteers worked from 8:00
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. The spirit of good will and cooperation was wonderful, and seeing
the improvements made to this home was truly rewarding and satisfying. Assumption
hopes to participate in this event on an annual basis.

Student Notables
Catie Talarski ’03 studied abroad in
Prague, Republic of Czechoslovakia this
past spring. She visited such sites as the 
Old Town Square in Prague. She also
travelled to the Öumava Mountains in
Bohemia as well as Stockholm, Sweden.

Assumption’s Annual Academic
Honors Convocation is one of the
premier events at the College. All
academic departments honor an
outstanding student, and special awards
and Augustine Scholarships are
announced. The Joseph Sheerin Merit
Award for the study of Classical
Languages was presented by Dr. Bonnie
Catto to Daniel Moran, a first-year
student from Roxbury, MA.

Christopher Tremonte ’02, a 
Media Communications major and
Psychology minor, recently interned 
at Charter Communications (Channel 
3, associated with NECN). Chris 
feels strongly about the internship
opportunity: “Hands-on experience 
is an extension of the classroom that 
is crucial to one’s education.”

www.assumption.edu/magazine

Christopher Tremonte ’02 behind the lens

Daniel Moran ’05 with Dr. Bonnie Catto

Catie Talarski ’03 (left) and a friend in Stockholm

STUDENTS REBUILD TOGETHER WORCESTER

8 WEBLINK
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On Campus

BY FR. DENNIS GALLAGHER, A.A. ’69, VICE PRESIDENT FOR MISSION

As color commentator for the fine Celtics teams of the 1980s, 

Bob Cousy, long-time neighbor of the College, had a favorite

saying when opponents were making a run on the Green: “That

should get their attention,” he’d say. Sufficiently challenged, Larry

and Kevin and the Chief would almost always find some way of

restoring order.

I have been thinking about Cousy’s expression in the wake of the events of 9/11

and the scandals that have beset the business world and the Catholic Church in recent

months. These events point to a tendency, rooted in our fallen nature, to take things

for granted and to lapse into a state of inattention. This tendency is hardly an exhaus-

tive explanation for all that underlies these disturbing events, but a salutary effect of

the resulting shock is to heighten our attentiveness in a number of different ways. 

One of the principal benefits of a Catholic liberal education is that it prepares you

to stand poised before the mystery which lies at the heart of human existence. The

cultivation of the intellectual and moral virtues is the best protection against being

dragged down into a thoughtless and superficial way of life. Keeping alive this 

high purpose of education itself requires uncommon vigilance, especially at a time

when the nobler aspirations of the human heart have difficulty finding an expression

worthy of them. 

Speaking to our graduating students at this year’s commencement, I called to

mind an old beer commercial—one stoops to conquer—which asserted that “you only

go round once in this life and you have to grab all the gusto you can get. ”There was

a good bit of popular philosophy in that pitch for Schlitz, one that more than ever

finds support in our culture. In opposition to this close-fisted approach to life, an

Assumption education at its best proposes an alternative; an open-handedness which

derives from the conviction that most everything truly important in our lives is given

to us, which we receive without asking, and often enough, without deserving. 

What matters most is that we be awake, alive, attentive to the mystery, both divine

and human, which is far greater and far lovelier than the world of our own making 

or doing. 

A Catholic education, then, is very much about getting their attention. This is the

enduring source of the deep, deep hope which it seeks to engender in the minds and

hearts of those who give themselves to it. ◆

Catholic Education: Getting Their Attention

Three Events Honor
Assumptionists’ Martyrs

Sunday, November 10 at 10:00 a.m.
Solemn Mass of the Martyrs
Chapel of the Holy Spirit

Followed by a Brunch Reception
Documentary film of the Martyrs will be shown.

Wednesday, November 13 at 
7:00 p.m.

d’Alzon Lecture
Hagan Center Hall

Speaker: Dr. Robert Royal, President of the Faith
and Reason Institute, Washington, DC. Author of
The Catholic Martyrs of the Twentieth Century.

Assumptionist Martyrs
Declared Blessed
On Sunday, May 26, 2002, in the main
square of Plovdiv, Bulgaria, Pope John
Paul II beatified three Assumptionists:
Josaphat Chichkov, Kamen Vitchev, and
Pavel Djidjov, who were executed before
a firing squad in the main prison yard of
Sophia during the night of November
11, 1952. These new Blesseds are the
first Assumptionists to be so honored by
the Church. The Assumptionists are
happy to share this good news with the
alumni of Assumption College as well as
with numerous relatives, friends and
colleagues. Public celebrations are being
planned for November (see below).

www.assumption.edu/magazine8 WEBLINK

Icon by Fr. Donat Lamothe, A.A. ’57



The summer months are often used to prepare for the fall, especially the incoming 
first-year class. This summer was no different, as Assumption College welcomed its 
newest members at a series of two-day Orientation programs. 

The sessions, which ran in June, allowed first-year students to get acclimated to 
college and to answer questions 
for the parents, who had separate
sessions of their own. 

During this time, students met
some of the faculty, administration,
and upperclass students, scheduled
fall courses, and participated in
enjoyable, yet informative
workshops. 

Their most popular areas of
academic interests include education,
languages, and the sciences.

COLLEGE WELCOMES CLASS OF 2006
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Assumption Welcomes
New Provost and VP
of Student Life

Assumption College
welcomes two new
additions to senior
administration this
summer. Dr. Joseph
Gower was named
provost and dean of
the faculty, and Dr.

Catherine WoodBrooks was named 
vice president for Student Life.

Dr. Gower comes to Assumption 
as the former President of Loras College
in Dubuque, IA. He previously served
six years as vice president for academic
affairs and dean of the College at
Mercyhurst College in Erie, PA, and
four years as dean of the College of Arts
and Science at Seattle University. He
has served as a chair of Theology and as
a tenured professor of Religious Studies
at various institutions. He has a Ph.D. 
in Theology from Notre Dame
University and attended the Harvard
University Presidents’ Institute. He was
the managing editor of a three-book
series co-published by the College
Theology Society and University Press
of America.

“Dr. Gower brings exceptional
depth of academic leadership and
experience in Catholic higher education
to Assumption College’s management
team. We are delighted that Joe and his
family have decided to join us here in
Worcester,” stated
President Plough.

Dr. WoodBrooks
comes to Assumption
as the former dean of
Student Life at
Connecticut College
in New London, CT.
In his announcement, President Plough
noted that Dr. WoodBrooks has a
“strong sense of mission in her own life
and an excellent grasp of Assumption
College’s Catholic, residential, liberal

arts based mission.”  
Vice president WoodBrooks

replaces J. Richard Christianson who left
the position in October 2001 after 15
years of service to the College. She will
be responsible for providing leadership
in the areas of Student Activities,
Residential Life, Health Services,
Student Development, Athletics,
Recreation, and Volunteer Services.

New Assistant Dean
of Studies Named
Dr. Karlea Brunelle-Joiner, the new
assistant dean of studies, comes to
Assumption as the former director of
First-Year Student Development at
Western New England College. 

Dr. Brunelle-Joiner holds a
doctorate of philosophy degree in
higher education administration from
Florida State University in Tallahassee.
At Western New England College, she
was very involved in directing and
coordinating activities, courses, and
workshops for first-year students and
their upper class mentors.

www.assumption.edu/magazine

Dr. WoodBrooks

Latin-American Studies
Students Present
Papers on History,
Literature and Culture 
Assumption’s Latin-American Studies
Program, in conjunction with the
Worcester Consortium’s Council of 
Latin-American & Latino Studies, 
hosted the Second Annual Worcester
Undergraduate Conference on Latin-
American & Latino Studies. This second
annual conference was a success with
more than 15 Assumption College
students presenting research papers on
various topics related to the Study of
Latin-American History, Literature and
Culture. Subjects covered included topics
such as: “Re-examining the Conquest of
Mexico: An Analysis of the Personalities
and Psychological Impact of the Clash 
of Cultures,” “The Inquisition in Latin
America: When the Cross is Confused
with the Sword,” and “Studies of Women
in Pre-Columbian and Colonial Latin
America.” Other, more modern, themes
included detailed studies of the current
problems in Colombia and Argentina.

www.assumption.edu/magazine8 WEBLINK
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On Campus

Martin and Chafetz
Receive W.I.S.E. 
“Best Friends” Award
Assumption College and the Worcester
Institute for Senior Education (W.I.S.E.)
were awarded the Worcester Senior
Center “Best Friends” Award for
Community Collaboration. The awards
were presented to Dr. Charlene L.
Martin ’78, dean of Continuing
Education and Sam Chafetz, president
of W.I.S.E., at the Friends of the
Worcester Senior Center Gala Dinner
Dance in April.

The unique partnership between
Assumption College and W.I.S.E. began
in 1993 with the establishment of the
Learning in Retirement Institute. Since
then, W.I.S.E. has grown from 100
members to 450. These members, all
senior citizens from Central
Massachusetts, develop courses and
often teach them. Through peer
learning and active participation, the
Institute provides an opportunity for
intellectual stimulation, socialization,
contribution, and empowerment.
Assumption is proud to host such a
wonderful group of learners. They truly
demonstrate the power of seniors and
the fact that learning never ends.

www.assumption.edu/magazine

Students Engaged By
Teaching and Research

Dr. James F. Hauri,
Jr., assistant professor
of Chemistry, was
hired in 2001 to help
strengthen the
Environmental
Science program. Dr.

Hauri has since had one course approved,
Environmental Chemistry, which will be
taught this coming fall semester, and has
another, Introduction to Environmental
Science, which will be submitted for
approval next semester.

With a doctorate in Environmental
Engineering, Dr. Hauri’s scientific
research interests involve the study of the
relationship between chemistry and
toxicity associated with mine, stormwater,
and highway run-off water.

Dr. Hauri chose Assumption because
he wanted to experience life and teaching
at a small liberal arts and sciences college,
the antithesis of his only other higher
educational experiences—large
universities in Austin, TX, Bloomington,
IL, and Berkeley, CA. He thinks a small
college offers a better balance between
teaching and research responsibilities.
This spring, Dr. Hauri chaperoned a
group of student scholars to University 
of Wisconsin-Whitewater to present
research in History, Mathematics, and
Chemistry. (See article, page 5.)

Dr. Hauri and his wife, Soo Hwang,
an information technology consultant
who telecommutes to her job in
California from their apartment, live in
our newest dorm, West Hall, with second
and third year students. “Believe it or not,
it’s very pleasant, and quieter here than 
in our last home, in a neighborhood of
student apartments in Berkeley,” they say.  

Dr. Rachel Ramsey, assistant
professor of English (2001), is spending
this summer in London researching the
rebuilding of London after the Fire (1666)
and after the Blitz (1940) for a senior
seminar offered in the Spring of 2003.

She is one of several
new members of
Assumption’s English
Department who
brings diverse
expertise and fresh
perspectives to the

classroom. Assumption attracted her
because it fosters an interdisciplinary,
intellectual environment that encourages
interaction and a broader understanding
among the faculty and students, creating
an enriching learning community.

Dr. Ramsey is from Central West
Virginia and is a specialist in 18th-
Century Literature and Culture, who
incorporates historical, geographical, and
cultural resources in her literature classes.
She strongly believes this approach gives
her students a deeper appreciation and
understanding of the literary works they
read. She loves it when “...they get
excited, the lights go on, and they take
the ball and run!”

www.assumption.edu/magazine

Faculty Retirements
Announced

Dr. Charles Estus,
professor emeritus of
Sociology, has retired
as the director of the
College’s University
Transportation Center
(UTC). Dr. Estus

served as the first director of the UTC,
establishing national recognition for the
Center’s work in transportation and
environmental education.

Dr. Richard A. Oehling, professor 
of History, has also retired. In addition 
to his years in the
History Department,
Professor Oehling
had served as dean
and later as vice
president of
Academic Affairs
and dean of faculty.

Sam Chafetz with Dr. Charlene Martin

Prof. Hauri

Prof. Ramsey

Prof. Estus

Prof. Oehling

8 WEBLINK
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The Assumption College Office of Career Services
encourages students to begin career and pro-
fessional planning as soon as possible in the
undergraduate experience. Each first-year student
should meet with a career counselor, according to
David Kowalczyk, co-director of Career Services 
at the Student Development Center. The meetings
and planning sessions should be continued during
the second and third years. Exploring career
options and graduate school considerations should
begin long before senior year. Mary-Kate Gigliotti,
pictured at left, reviews her academic, internship
and mentorship experiences with David “K”. Mary-
Kate will complete her Master’s Degree in Social
Rehabilitation Services next year through the six-
in-five program at Assumption. ◆

www.assumption.edu/magazine

Recent graduate and standout field
hockey player Heather Schlesinger of
North Ferrisburg, VT has been named
the 2002 Northeast-10 Conference

Female Scholar-
Athlete-of-the-Year.
One of the truly
outstanding
examples of
Assumption College
student athletes, she
earned first-team 

all-America and all-conference honors 
as one of the premier defenders in the
nation. She led the Hounds to a career
54-28 record which included playing in
two conference title games and four
E.C.A.C. tournaments. She also played
in the national senior all-star game in
Kent, OH.

As an eight-time Dean’s List
student, she graduated Summa 
Cum Laude May 25 with a Bachelors 
in Biology and Chemistry and a minor
in Music. She finished with a 3.83 
GPA and 158 total credits.

Heather was accorded gold
conference academic honor roll status
three times, earned field hockey all-
academic team three straight years and
is an alternate winner for an N.C.A.A.
Post Graduate Scholarship. In addition,
she was named to the Omicron Kappa
Delta National Honor Society for
Leadership and Volunteerism in 2000.

Schlesinger completed Airborne
School at Ft. Benning in the summer of
2000 and the Army’s Advanced Camp in
leadership during the summer of 2001.
In the fall, she was elected by officers
and NCOs as Battalion Commander.
She was commissioned a Second
Lieutenant in the Army in May when
she also received the George A.
Marshall Battalion Award for leadership.

Schlesinger also volunteers in the
local Science Olympiad for middle
schools advising children and has

8 WEBLINK

David Kowalczyk with Mary-Kate Gigliotti ’02

participated in the Worcester Pipeline
Project which mentors disadvantaged
students from local public high schools
who desire to go on to college in areas
of science.

She will attend the University of
New England College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Biddeford, ME this fall.

Centennial Plans
Progress
With the College’s Centennial
celebration slated for June 2003 
through December 2004, the Steering
Committee and its five subcommittees
are moving forward with planning a
memorable series of programs and
publications. The recently adopted
theme of “The Learning Relationship”
will be forwarded to designers for logo
options and slogans. Stay tuned.

Want to find out what’s going on at
Assumption College? Just check out
SocialWeb! It’s an excellent social
guide to Worcester and Central

Massachusetts, announcing
upcoming events and happenings.

For specific Assumption events, 
visit the link at

www.socialweb.net/assumption.

What’s 
Happening?

Browse the
SocialWeb.

Schlesinger Named Northeast-10 Female
Scholar-Athlete-of-the-Year

Heather Schlesinger ’02

PROFESSIONAL PLANNING AND CAREER SERVICES



It all comes down to people. From ancient civilizations and ethnic

groups to American youth, adults and elders, each group presents

unique challenges and triumphs that enable researchers to

understand roles, values, and norms of society. 

Understanding how time, culture, education, and environment

have influenced the evolution of the world’s population unlocks 

the door to comprehending today’s civilization.

S O C I O L O G Y

Reaching People
through Understanding,

We need to know where we’ve been in order to figure out where we’re going. According to Amy

Gazin-Schwartz, Ph.D, assistant professor of Anthropology, that’s exactly what her area of expertise

examines. “Studying ancient peoples helps us to see ways in which others lived,” she says. “That gives 

us alternative answers to contemporary problems and helps us understand the cultural processes of

history.” Like a historical sleuth, Professor Gazin-Schwartz has journeyed to Europe several times on 

her quest for information about ancient cultures. Although the surveys in which she participates rarely

involve the hoisting of shovels and picks, she has unearthed notable information through heavy-duty

recording using pens, notebooks, and cameras.

The data from Professor Gazin-Schwartz’s most recent Scottish expedition will provide a glimpse

into the lifestyle of the inhabitants of the island of Raasay between the 16th and 19th centuries. During

her visits to Scotland, she works side-by-side with members of the Association of Certified Field

Archeologists who have used their archeological know-how to discover approximately 600 structures,

some from medieval days and even prehistoric times. The joy, she says, is in discovering the unknown.



G Y at Assumption

g People
g, Education and Research

Amy Gazin-Schwartz and
ACFA member Dennis Topen
take measurements in Fearns
in Raasay, Scotland.
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Notes detailing all archeological
finds, for example specific measures,
maps of rock formations, outcroppings
and various geological landmarks,
descriptions of soil and other physical
evidence, as well as partially standing
structures, help Professor Gazin-
Schwartz assemble a reasonable picture
of life in days past. She brings the
lessons learned in the field back to the
classroom. Through lecture, slide
presentations, and photographs, she
recreates a time and place unfamiliar to students. Her goal is
to understand the varied ways that ancient peoples lived and
to bring that understanding to her students.

In addition to her historical trips to Scotland, Professor
Gazin-Schwartz has investigated areas of Northern England,
as well as parts of New England. In Marlboro, MA, she
participated in a cultural research management project that
evaluated the archeological impact of a construction project
and excavated a rock shelter.  

Just the Facts is a social norms marketing campaign
directed by Robert Biggert, Ph.D., assistant professor of
Sociology, to provide more accurate information to students
regarding drinking on campus. “The theory is tied to
pluralistic ignorance,” he says. One important consequence of

this misperception may be that if students
think their peers drink more than they do,
they’ll drink more themselves to approach
this imaginary norm, according to Professor
Biggert. Concluding in spring 2003, the
campaign hopes to change the College
mindset. “Phantom drinking norms will be

decreased or eliminated, which, in turn,
will reduce the increased risk of
drinking,” says Professor Biggert.

In addition to participating in projects
such as this, the department prepares its students by
emphasizing research. After identifying a hypothesis and
determining a research strategy, students collect, analyze, and
interpret data regarding real-world issues. Professor Biggert
says, “Students choose projects based on anticipated career
choices. It gives them a nice opportunity to try out a field.”
The scope of the research projects runs deeper than it seems
at first glance as an important educational component for the
student through interaction with faculty, the Assumption
community, and the community-at-large is established. The
link between the three entities results in a “big payoff” for
everyone involved, according to Professor Biggert.

Her involvement in the social norms marketing campaign
has given Jennie Watson ’02 a taste of what it means to
conduct research. And she likes what she’s seen. After
graduation, Watson will continue her studies at the University

of New Hampshire on a full scholar-
ship. As a research assistant there, she’ll
pursue her master’s degree and
eventually, her doctorate. Initially a
Social Rehab major, she added
Sociology as a second major when the
research bug bit. Ultimately, Watson
plans to become a professor,
specializing in research of deviant
behavior within the family. The current
project involving alcohol on campus, in
which Watson has participated since

January 2001, is giving her insights into violence and
misconduct, which she’ll tie into her anticipated work within
the family structure. 

During a period of his life when
he was employed in the private sector,
and well before entering graduate
school, reading books—social issues
books, that is—proved to be an eye-
opening experience for Richard A.
Gendron, Ph.D, assistant professor
of Sociology. “Sociology provides a
lens through which to view the
world. This made sense in my own
life and family background,” he says. Professor Gendron has
used this lens to pursue a career searching for the underlying
reasons for criminal behavior.

In his criminology courses, Professor Gendron reaches
beneath the surface to tap into the sociological profile of the
criminal. Crime is nested within various factors—i.e. poverty,
unemployment, inequality, and other social issues. By
addressing these concerns, Professor Gendron suggests that
society can effectively reduce the crime rate.

Committed to Dismas House, a place he calls “a three-
quarter house” for criminal offenders, Professor Gendron
hopes to entice his students to volunteer and see firsthand
how changing social policy through such programs can
benefit the community-at-large as well as the individual. The
lessons he teaches in the classroom reiterate the theory that
rehabilitation throughout the criminal justice system, and the
implementation of wider social policies to address systemic
inequalities will more effectively reduce the incidence of crime
and successfully reintegrate offenders into society. Professor
Gendron points out that Dismas was the “good thief” crucified
next to Christ. His penitence and willingness to acknowledge
his sins led to forgiveness. “Both the offender and community-
at-large need to be in a state of reconciliation,” he says.

Professor Gendron poses three basic questions in his
classes: Why do people break the law? How does society
punish offenders? How are laws created? He hopes the
answers will dispel the simplistic notion that crime is simply
good versus evil. 

ROBERT BIGGERT, PH.D.

S O C I O L O G Y at Assumption

RICHARD A. GENDRON, PH.D.

“ Understanding how time,
culture, education, and
environment have influenced
the evolution of the world’s
population unlocks the door
to comprehending today’s
civilization.”
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After fours years at Assumption, the identical twins Timothy King ’88
and Thomas King ’89, are building strong careers in federal law
enforcement based on an already solid academic foundation. 

Timothy’s internship in probation at Worcester Superior Court
convinced him that overseeing offenders was his calling in life.
Graduating with a major in Social Rehab and a minor in Sociology, he
worked first at the Worcester County House of Corrections before
landing a position in probation. After five years at the Worcester
District Court, he became a U.S. federal probation officer where he
spends considerable time in the community counseling offenders once
they have served time in prison. 

Two years ago, Timothy initiated an internship program between
the U.S. Federal Probation Office and Assumption in an effort to
extend that valuable experience to others.

Armed with his Sociology degree, Thomas joined the Worcester
Police Department (WPD) after graduation where he rose to the rank
of detective sergeant/homicide division. During his stint at the WPD,
he had the chance to work with agents from the FBI in the Boston
office whose professionalism influenced him to apply for admission to
the FBI Academy. After grueling academic and physical training, he
was appointed as a special agent and assigned to the FBI/New York
Police Department (NYPD) joint terrorist task force. Working
together with several federal agencies as well as the NYPD, Thomas
deals with domestic and international terrorist threats to the City of
New York. 

His journey from the halls of Assumption to the WPD and then
to the FBI has been a natural progression, beginning with his desire to
contribute to making the world a safer place. ◆

Students who have graduated with a criminology
concentration have pursued careers with local, state, and
federal law enforcement agencies. The classes they’ve taken
focus on the theories of crime, rather than applied techniques.
“The courses provide a broad overview of the relationship
between crime and issues in society, such as poverty and
discrimination,” Professor Gendron says. 

“White males don’t think of themselves as white in
context of race in everyday life,” says Steven Farough, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of Sociology. “They see themselves more as
individuals, separate from issues of race and gender.” Armed
with this information from his research on white masculinities,
Professor Farough enters the classroom prepared to address
societal problems in two different ways. 

Using micro and macro theory, he explores the social and
psychological issues between self and society in the
historically specific context of modernity. “I look at the
broader organization of society with a focus on the construct
of modern societies,” he says. In addition, his practice of open
dialogue in the classroom reveals that the issue of “whiteness”
has become a sticking point as he’s
found that many white individuals
don’t consider themselves as being
privileged by race. 

In the post-civil rights era,
Professor Farough also seeks to
overcome some of the still-existing
patterns of racial disparity. “It’s
tempting to think that racial
inequality is a thing of the past,”
says Professor Farough, “but if
you look at sociological research, racism is still a powerful
structuring force in our society.” Because they didn’t own
slaves or engage in conscious acts of racism, some students
reject the idea they might be guilty of racism. However,
Professor Farough explains that such a stance addresses only
one element of the reproduction of racism. By exposing
students to research and more open-minded thinking about
race relations, he hopes to move beyond these hurdles and
instill a more egalitarian attitude.

Professor Farough establishes a connection between
Women’s Studies, other ethnic groups, and white masculinity
in his courses, again promoting the issue of equality. He
proposes that whether a student majors in Social Policy,
Criminology or any other subset of Sociology, understanding
all forms of inequality—economics, gender, class and race—is
important to the global community.

Additionally, Professor Farough encourages community
service in racially diverse organizations to effectively convey
his message. “Those interactions could be the first step to
removing lingering fears or misconceptions,” he says. As
students graduate and move into the workforce, they’ll most
likely face a diverse workplace. Understanding the inequalities

STEVEN FAROUGH, PH.D.

Assumption Twins Thrive in
Federal Law Enforcement

Thomas King ’89 and Timothy King ’88
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from the Arctic region to southwestern United States. “I try to
give a sense of the important diversity in traditional cultures
and the changes over time,” she says. Closer to home, her
classes explore Native Americans in New England for an
insider view of their lives and how they affect us today.
Professor Ammons emphasizes that, contrary to popular
thought, all Native Americans have not become part of the all-
American melting pot. “In fact, many vibrant Indian cultures
are alive today and very different from our own,” she says. 

A firm believer in practical experience, Professor Ammons
encourages students to partake of hands-on projects. Students
have attended pow-wows, visited local Native-American sites
and investigated, collected, and identified wild plants and
other natural resources in an effort to catch a glimpse of
another way of life. Some students have created meals
utilizing authentic Native American techniques and cooking
utensils, while others have fashioned leather moccasins,
complete with hand beading. 

Although close scrutiny of the past may sometimes seem
only remotely applicable to today’s modern world, Professor
Ammons points out that such learning provides a strong
background for anyone working in today’s diverse society.
“Studying ancient cultures helps us understand the evolution
of humans,” she says. Each ethnic group in society embraces
unique cultural characteristics that set them apart from the
mainstream. An anthropological foundation offers tools to
foster better understanding and interaction between these
groups and society as a whole. 

The tragedy of September 11 has forced Americans to
think more broadly and deeply regarding the rest of the world,
according to Professor Ammons. The integrated study of
Anthropology and developing countries provides a good
starting point for helping students understand parts of the
world with which they are unfamiliar. “One goal of
Anthropology is to promote tolerance and respect across
cultural boundaries,” she says.

Community service has become an integral part of
personal, business, and academic life. To foster reflection and
understanding of the complex social,
economic, political and cultural world
in which we live, Assumption has
created the Community Service
Learning minor, which combines
interdisciplinary studies and learning
with community service. According 
to Susan Melia, Ph.D, associate
professor of Sociology and chair 
of the Sociology/Anthropology
Department, the minor was
designed with two specific goals in mind. The pedagogical
component, a proven best way to learn, takes knowledge and
applies it to real-world situations. Additionally, the program
trains students to become responsible citizens and lifelong
learners. “These aspects are integral to the mission of the

Jocelyn Gould’s original goal to major in Environmental
Science took a slight detour after she completed one course with
Professor Linda Ammons and participated in a dig in the Outer
Hebrides. She quickly switched that Science major to
Anthropology. 

Gould is currently attending UMass-Boston where she
anticipates earning her Master’s Degree in Historical Archeology
next fall. She volunteers at the North Andover Historical Society
where she is cataloging the organization’s extensive collection,
dating from the 1600s to present day. This summer she visited
Shelter Island to excavate property that claims ties to slavery. 
She hopes to participate in more digs and eventually become a
field director, noting that working at the Smithsonian would be 
the pinnacle of her career. ◆

around race will help break down barriers
and facilitate the move toward a more
socially just world.

First as an undergraduate and later as a
graduate student, Linda Ammons, Ph.D.,
associate professor of Anthropology,

traveled to Israel and the West Bank and
had the opportunity to work in
archaeology side-by-side with Israelis
and Palestinians. Her experiences

sparked a lifelong interest in Middle-Eastern culture, which
has more recently been complemented by intensive study of
Native Americans.  In collaboration with faculty colleagues in
Assumption’s interdisciplinary programs on Native Americans,
women, and developing countries, Professor Ammons exposes
students to global diversity from energy issues to politics and
traditional roles of the individual in other cultures. 

In the interdisciplinary Native American studies course,
Professor Ammons and her students scrutinize the history and
anthropology of six different cultural groups in North America

LINDA AMMONS, PH.D.

SUSAN MELIA, PH.D.

Gould ’01 Digging Her 
Switch to Anthropology

Students participate in a dig in the Outer Hebrides with Jocelyn Gould ’01 (center front).
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College—Learn. Achieve. Contribute.” says Professor Melia.
The community placements in which students participate
offer a chance to examine how the world operates. Students
routinely discuss the rewards and challenges of their service
opportunities to enhance their classroom work.

Assumption has developed community partnerships with
the Rainbow Child Development Center, the Henry Lee
Willis Center, Notre Dame du Lac Assisted Living
Community, and the Elder Service Plan, as well as with animal
rescue leagues, homeless shelters, and other agencies. The 
vast selection of placement opportunities within these
institutions and agencies converts the students’ 20 to 50 hours
involvement per semester into important lessons regarding the
political, economic, and social world they will enter.
According to Professor Melia, the Community Service
Learning Program exemplifies a pedagogical model in which
real-world experience complements reflection and analysis. 

Trends show that elders comprise one of the largest
growing populations, cutting across gender, class, economic,
health, and age lines. Awareness of the issues of chronic illness
and disability, insufficient income, social isolation, inadequate
diet, inactivity, depression, fear and a sense of worthlessness,
and adopting balanced attitudes will help the individual, as
well as society, cope with the graying of America. Vibrant
elders, or “social pioneers” as Professor Melia calls them, will
require assistance with issues of retirement, travel, nutrition,

health, and housing, as well as mental and spiritual counseling
to ensure continued well being. 

With an eye toward the future, Assumption has united
several disciplines to offer age-related courses that address the
challenges of positive aging. Social Gerontology, a course that
draws from Sociology, Philosophy, Ethics, Biology, Politics,
Economics, and Psychology, provides an educational overview
that highlights ways to help elders vis-à-vis the healthcare,
political, and legal systems. Professor Melia says the idea is to
offer critical analytical tools to help students learn how to
address the essential needs of the elder.

Assumption participates in a Gerontology Certificate
Program offered by the Colleges of Worcester Consortium.
This program requires pertinent coursework as well as student
participation in two internships totaling more than 200 hours.
Students might work in assisted-living or long-term care
facilities, senior centers, or adult day health programs as
ombudsmen, social workers, activities planners, or in other
roles. “The internships are seen as a career exploration,” says
Professor Melia. “It’s a good way to figure out what the
students want to do.”

Assumption’s Sociology faculty, according to Professor
Melia, exemplifies an unusual trend. “Everyone has found his
or her own research and teaching niche,” she says. “You don’t
always find that in a small college.” This diversity of interests
enriches the college experience for students who pursue study
in the area of Sociology and Anthropology, as they learn the
fundamentals of research and theory. The four-year journey
through Assumption College may produce future journalists,
lawyers, social workers, case managers, teachers, policy
makers, researchers, investigators, law-enforcement agents,
and any number of other professionals. Sociology becomes
the cornerstone that empowers students in their chosen fields.
And in most cases, those goals involve working with people. ◆

www.assumption.edu/magazine

When Stephanie Baumann ’95 graduated from Assumption College
with her Sociology degree, she knew she’d be working with people
in some capacity. She’s realized that goal first as a Jesuit Volunteer
Corps member in Detroit, and then as an intern at a Boston charter
school. Her three-year stint at the Home for Little Wanderers
enhanced her skills as a social worker and provided good
experience. As head of a special education program in Peabody, 
she now works with middle school children with social, emotional,
and behavioral disorders. Embracing her passion for social justice,
Baumann hopes to open a private practice someday. ◆

A lively discussion at Notre Dame du Lac Assisted-Living Community

Sociology Degree Offers
Myriad Career Opportunities

Jennie Watson ’02 received
the Award in Sociology,
presented by Dr. Susan
Melia, at the Honors
Convocation in April.

8 WEBLINK
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Development Update
Gift of Thermal
Cycler Received from
Applied Biosystems 
Assumption College recently received a
0.5 mL GeneAmp® PCR System 9700
Thermal Cycler from Applied
Biosystems of Framingham. The 9700
Thermal Cycler is used in genetic
mapping and the duplication of DNA.
Joseph Malandrakis P’05, vice president
and general manager for Applied
Biosystems; and Alan Nasuti, director of
human resources, made the presentation
to President Tom Plough in April.

The Thermal Cycler will enable
Assumption College students interested
in biotechnology science to gain
practical knowledge that is considered
standard in the biotechnology field
today. This machine is an upgrade from
the equipment currently used by faculty
and students, and is essential to the
education of students pursuing a career
in this field after graduation. The 9700
Thermal Cycler allows the College to
continue to train its students to become
assets to biotech companies.

Joseph Malandrakis of Applied Biosystems presents the
Thermal Cycler to President Tom Plough and Biology

professors Steven Theroux and Kim Schandel.

Rev. John J. Paris, S.J. gave an engaging
and fascinating talk about end-of-life
issues at the Twelfth Annual President’s
Council Distinguished Lecture in 
Hagan Hall on May 8. A crowd of
approximately 150 attended the event.

Fr. Paris is the Michael P. Walsh
Professor of Bioethics at Boston College
and an internationally known authority
on the medical, legal, and ethical
aspects of health care treatment
decisions. He holds three master’s
degrees and two doctoral degrees,
including a bachelor’s and a master’s
from Boston College, as well as both an
M.A. and Ph.D. in social ethics from
the University of Southern
California. He has appeared on
television news programs such as
20/20, 60 Minutes and Good Morning
America, and has published more than
100 articles in the areas of law,
medicine, and ethics.

Using the Socratic method, Fr.
Paris wove throughout the audience
for the entire lecture, asking doctors,
nurses, faculty members, and lawyers
how they would react to various
ethical cases. He referred to his
grandmother and simple lessons he
learned from her at an early age as
he witnessed her caring for her
elderly sisters through the end-of-life
journey. He spoke of how
technology has drastically changed
the field of medical practice and how
important it is to remember the
simple lessons of his grandmother
when determining whether to use

extraordinary means to prolong the
dying process.

Fr. Paris concluded his remarks by
sharing that, “the journey into bioethics
has involved deeply satisfying oppor-
tunities to help patients and families
wrestle with and resolve moments of
deep crisis. Being present in the NICU
to baptize a 420-gram newborn whose
life was destined to be measured in
minutes not years, or at a time when
God is summoning a dying person
home—is a priestly calling of the
highest order.”

Along with President’s Council
members, graduates of the nursing
program, and alumni from Assumption
College and Assumption Prep who work
in the medical and legal professions
were invited to this private lecture. A
large contingent of alumni from the
Assumption Nursing Program came to
the talk and expressed appreciation for
being invited and an interest in future
activities focusing on their constituency.

Rev. Paris Provides Engaging PC Lecture

Trustee Jim ’77 and Pat ’78 Paugh with Joan and Trustee
Ralph Crowley at the President’s Council Distinguished Lecture

The Rev. Dr. Paul Kennedy HD ’95, Dr. Brownell “Brownie”
Wheeler and his wife with Trustee Tom Manning ’69

Rev. John Paris, S.J.
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Bro. Robert Francis Beaulac, A.A. Memorial Scholarship
The Bro. Robert Francis Beaulac, A.A. Memorial
Scholarship Committee is proud to announce that it has
raised more than $100,000 from four major donors. 
The committee is currently in a leadership phase of
fundraising for the scholarship, and plans to execute the
general gift phase to all alumni and friends this year.
Chaired by Steve and Linda Biando ’73 and Jim
Cuccaro ’71, the committee hopes to raise an
endowment fund in excess of $200,000 to provide

scholarships for a student in each of the four (first-year through senior) classes at
Assumption College. 

The following alumni are also serving on the committee: Joe D’Agostino ’86,
Glenn Hartmann ’88, Jay Lacroix ’00, Joe Parrillo ’99, Jim Paugh ’77, Jim Phaneuf
’77, Mike Tsotsis ’71, Sharon Bouchard Wade ’88, Matt Hastings ’93, George
Beaupre ’85, Fr. Dennis Gallagher, A.A. ’69, and Melanie Demarais HA ’92.

More information regarding the Bro. Robert Scholarship Fund will be available in
the months to follow. If you are interested in learning more about the committee and
scholarship, please contact Steve Biando ’73 (sbiando@wyoptv.org) or Jim Cuccaro
’71 (JimCuccaro@worldnet.att.net). For questions regarding donations to the
Scholarship Fund please contact Melanie Demarais, associate director of Major Gifts, 
at mdemaris@assumption.edu or 508-767-7146. ◆

UnumProvident Corporation generously
committed to endow the Charles E. Soule
Scholarship in Rehabilitation Counseling 
at Assumption College this spring.
UnumProvident formed after the mergers 
of Paul Revere, Unum, and Provident
Companies. This merit-based award is 
the first privately funded scholarship
available to full-time students enrolled 
in the College’s Master of Arts in
Rehabilitation Counseling program.

“We are honored that UnumProvident
recognizes the quality of our students and
has chosen to provide them with the
opportunity for a valued education in a field with so many options,”
said President Tom Plough. “We’re also pleased that a rather
substantial number of our graduates have found UnumProvident to
be a company with outstanding career potential, where their
intellectual and interpersonal skills find practical application for
those in need.”

UnumProvident Corporation is the leading disability insurer in
the nation and provides comprehensive income protection and
absence management solutions to corporate and individual

UNUMPROVIDENT FUNDS REHABILITATION COUNSELING
GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

customers. The company employs over
12,000 professionals nationwide. J. Harold
Chandler, chairman, president and CEO 
of UnumProvident, applauds the com-
mitment of Assumption College to the
rehabilitation profession: “We are honored
to endow the Charles E. Soule Scholarship
in Rehabilitation Counseling. The students
who will benefit from the scholarship
program will make a significant difference
in the lives of those individuals who are
recovering from an accident or illness.”

Soule retired from Paul Revere
Corporation in 1997 as Paul Revere and

Provident Companies merged. He began his career in 1956 after
graduating from Dartmouth College and served Paul Revere for
41 years, most recently as the company’s seventh president. 
This scholarship is a tribute to Soule’s many contributions to
the disability industry.

Graduate students interested in learning more about scholar-
ship opportunities should contact Adrian Dumas, director of
Graduate Enrollment at (508) 767-7365.

www.assumption.edu/magazine

Jay Lacroix ’00 and Joe Parrillo ’99
will host a benefit concert for the 

Bro. Robert Francis Beaulac, A.A.
Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Saturday, October 26
7 to 10 p.m. 

at the Irish Times in Worcester 

$15 cover charge 
Proceeds will benefit the scholarship. 

This concert is open to all alumni and friends 
of Bro. Robert. Please show your support.

Join us October 26!

UnumProvident officials present the Charles E. Soule Scholarship
to President Tom Plough. Pictured are J. Harold Chandler,

president/CEO of UnumProvident; Tom Plough, Charles Soule,
and J. Christopher Collins, senior vice president and deputy

council for UnumProvident.

The 
“Bro”
Show

8 WEBLINK
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Saturday, May 25 was filled with excitement as thousands 
of relatives, friends and well-wishers turned out to watch the
members of Assumption College’s Class of 2002 receive their 
hard-earned diplomas. 

Audrey Anton of Palmer, MA, a double major in Philosophy
and Social and Rehabilitation Services, gave the Valedictory
Address, urging her class to “use their gifts.” Salutatorian Raphelle
Lamothe, a psychology and Spanish double major from Spencer,
MA, introduced the commencement speaker, Dr. Russell Quaglia
’80, who has been described as “America’s foremost authority on
the development and achievement of aspirations in children and
youth.” He serves as the executive director of the National Center
for Student Aspirations at the University of Maine at Orono. 

Quaglia began his speech by joking that he had graduated
from Assumption in the same year that most of the undergraduates
were born. In addition to standard recommendations, Quaglia also
offered platitudes of advice that he wished he had heard at his own

Commencement
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graduation twenty-two years ago. He urged the graduates to “take
chances, dream, take action, be heard, have fun, and believe in
yourself.” As his brief, but inspirational, talk came to a close, he
told the audience that he’d never been prouder to be an
Assumption graduate than he was on that day. 

In a touching ceremony, President Plough then honored two
members of the Class of 1990 with President’s Medals for courage
following the events of September 11. Robert J. Gibbons of the
New York City Police Department and Brian K. Johnston of the
New York City Fire Department graciously accepted the awards on
behalf of their colleagues.

Applause and cheers rang out as 55 associate’s degrees, 441
bachelor’s degrees, and 138 master’s degrees were conferred, and as
the final name was called, the graduates received a standing
ovation from the crowd. ◆                      www.assumption.edu/magazine

Russ Quaglia ’80 receives an honorary degree from Dr. Plough.

The AC Chorale sings at
the Baccalaureate Mass.

20022002
8 WEBLINK
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Sports Hounds

DESAUTELS AWARD  
Presented in the name of the former President, the 

Rev. Armand Desautels, A.A. ’25, to the premier senior student-athletes
Basketball standout Nicole Gallant
leaves as one of the team’s premier
defenders and led the Hounds to 
two N.C.A.A. regionals in her
career-winning 20 games in both
of those seasons. She finished her
career as the 16th leading scorer
(874 points), earned all-Northeast-
10 honors and academic all-
region. She graduted summa 
cum laude with a 3.85 GPA in
Math and plans to teach 
at Gardner High.

Soccer standout Jason
Weinheimer leaves as one the program’s foremost offensive
performers. He is the fourth-leading scorer (63 points) and a

major cog in the development 
of the program into a regional
contender. He was all-Northeast-
10 this past year and finished
fourth on the career list in goals
(21), assists (21) and points (63).
Jason had a 3.26 GPA in
Accounting and will work at
PriceWaterhouseCoopers in
Stamford, CT.

LASKA AWARD   
Presented in the name of the former Director of Athletics Andrew Laska 

HA ’68, to the student-athletes determined to be most dominant at the College
for the year. Athletic ability, leadership and character are major determinants.
Junior tennis star Sean Kenney led the team to the N.C.A.A.
regional championships,
while running his own singles
record versus Northeast-10
competition to 32-1 with an
11-0 mark this past year. He
was 14-0 at No. 1 doubles,
playing with Ryan Richert, 
to improve that career mark
to a conference-perfect 36-0.

He won the Eastern
Regional singles and finished seventh nationally. Teamed with
Richert, they won the Eastern Regional doubles and advanced to
the national final. Kenney was named academic all-region and

has a 3.68 GPA in Economics/Finance. In July he defeated
future teammate Mike Goldman to win the International Hall
of Fame Collegiate Tournament in Newport, RI.

Junior Meghan Sullivan averaged 14.6 points and 6.2
rebounds as the major offensive force for the basketball team.
The Hounds were second in the Northeast-10, won 20 games
for the second time in three years and completed their season
in the N.C.A.A. Regional for
the second time.

Meghan had 19 double-
figure scoring games and
seven 20-point games and
became the 13th player to
score 1,000 points, only the
third to do it as a junior. She
earned Northeast-10 first-
team and all-Northeast region
honors. Also an outstanding
student, she owns a 3.28 
GPA as a Math major.

REV. ALFRED R. BERTHIAUME, A.A. ’32 AWARD
For above and beyond expectations

Tracie Andrew ’02, field hockey        
Mike Manning ‘02, basketball

WILLIAM CATING ’64 MEMORIAL AWARD
For coachability

Shahar Golan ’04, basketball       
Lori Amicangelo ’02, softball

FRANCIS J. GRIMALDI ’70 MEMORIAL AWARD
For courage

Shane O’Donoghue ’02, basketball

REV. JOSEPH A. PELLETIER, A.A. ’32 
MEMORIAL AWARD

For service
Rev. Dennis A. Gallagher, A.A. ’69

ALBERT BANX MEMORIAL AWARD
For student service

Stan Benjamin ’02, football ◆

www.assumption.edu/magazine

-COLLEGE HONORS TOP ATHLETES-

Nicole Gallant

Jason Weinheimer

Sean Kenney (right) with John Ippolito

Meghan Sullivan

The Department of Athletics honored the following student athletes for their 
outstanding accomplishments during the 2001-2002 academic year.

8 WEBLINK
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Have you ever tried a flying body press off the top rope? Or
perhaps you work every day on your sharpshooter submission?
Well, unless you are a professional wrestler, your daily activity
probably doesn’t include either.

John Stagikas ’99 is now chasing his dream in a 12 ft. x 12
ft. ring as a professional wrestler. “Hurricane” John Walters is 
the Chaotic Wrestling tag-team champion along with “Good
Time” Vince Vicallo. Stagikas, who played football for Coach
Sean Mahoney was a fairly decent wide receiver whose nagging
injuries shortened his football career.

“I have always loved watching the WWF (now WWE) on
television,” said Stagikas. “We used to watch all the time in the
dorms. The idea of actually becoming a wrestler was intriguing,
but at 160 pounds, I knew it was just a pipe dream.”

But a little investigative work on the net, a few phone calls,
and the dream was in motion. Now just three years into this
dream of someday performing on television before millions of
fans and maybe making some of the big money those guys get,
he is a legitimate standout in his own world. Chaotic Wrestling,
to be sure, is not the WWE but several of its members have
moved on to the big time. Stagikas began his quest by doing
something with his body.

“I was too small at 160 pounds and needed to get
considerably stronger with a bigger, more noticeable physique,”
he says. Today at 222 pounds (just seven percent body fat!), 
over 60 pounds more than he weighed for football he is the 
“best conditioned competitor in Chaotic Wrestling.”

Armed with a “new” body, he contacted the Killer Kowalski
School of Wrestling. Everyone over the age of 40 remembers the
former bad boy of wrestling from the 60s who dominated the
black and white screens every Saturday. Performers like Big John
Studd, Triple H, China, and Perry Saturn have all come through
the Kowalski School. Kowalski’s training taught the fundamentals
of the sport and how to protect himself. While most folks know
that wrestling is choreographed in advance (yes, they know
who’s going to win before entering the ring), the maneuvers in
the ring need the expertise and conditioning of an athlete.

“I spend 45-75 minutes a day in the weight room, five days
a week” says Stagikas. “We do wrestling practice two days a
week for about three hours a session.”

After an extensive five-month training session he was ready
for his first bout in June 2000, a Battle Royal in Lynn. He took
the name Hurricane John Walters. “The Hurricane part came
from the guys in the dorm, while the Walters part is in honor of
Kowalski’s first name.”

“They put 20 or 25 guys in the ring and all the young guys
get killed. It’s like getting thrown to the wolves. I got tossed out
of the ring and was sore for a week.”

His first solo came three months later, losing to Jimmy
Cash on a neckbreaker in twelve minutes. After eight
matches,he won the Chaotic TV title drubbing Slyk Wagner
Brown in Lawrence. A year later with partner Good Time 
Vince Vicallo he won the Tag Team championship.

“We’re known as ’12-Pack,’ laughs Stagikas. “He always has
a six-pack of beer with him while I have a six-pack of abs. We
are like the Odd Couple of wrestling.”

“Now that I had two titles it was decided that I had to lose
one of them. In January, I lost to Dukes Dalton despite the fact
that he hit me with my partner’s cooler while the ref was
distracted.”

In July, 12-Pack defended its title for the seventh time. 
“We have always found a way to win even though we ’hate’
each other.” This time Hurricane became a bad guy forever, or
at least, until he becomes a good guy again.

“I looked forward to it,” smiled Stagikas. “After we threw
the challengers out of the ring, I lost it and crushed a chair over
my partner’s back. Crowd reaction was unbelievable. Now I will
wear black in celebration of my new image.” And the thought
of heading to Louisville, KY for a term at the WWE farm is in
the works. Keep dreamin’. ◆

BY STEVE MORRIS ’72, SPORTS INFORMATION DIRECTOR

HURRICANE WARNINGHURRICANE WARNING



Sports Hounds

Alumni Reunite for Football and Lacrosse Games
Former football players who returned April 4 to
participate in the alumni game included Ernie
Adams ’01, Stan Benjamin ’02, Mark Campbell
’92, Chad Carges ’02, Nick DiRoberto ’01, Nate
Frommer ’01, Jaime Gamache ’99, Neil Hitchen
’98, Tim Jepson ’86, Jay Lawson ’98, Peter
Leonard ’02, Eric Mauer ’01, Robb Mc Coy ’01,
Al Messer ’98, Nat North ’99, Mike O’Donnell
’80, Jim Ouellette ’01, Jeff Painter ’98, Tom
Quinn ’01, Shane Senior ’98, Chip Smith ’89,
Mike Taverna ’01, and Tom Waitekus ’75.

Former lacrosse players who took part in the
alumni lacrosse game April 21 included Andy
Aros ’99, Chris Burger ’85, Frank Caro ’78,
Jim Carson ’85, Justin Cecil ’96, Peter Coombs
’84, David Ducey ’84, John Farrell ’96, Ryan
Hubbard ’97, Timothy Kelly ’81, Jeff Mullaney
’85, James Murray ’00, Norman Nault ’83,
Steve Neumeister ’01, Mike O’Donnell ’78,
Chris Remsen ’01, Greg Schultz ’00, Mark
Sgalia ’00, Chris Snell ’99, Chris Widelo ’97,
Eric Woolford ’94, and Ted Zayka ’98.
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Four members of the Assumption College family will be inducted
into the inaugural class of the New England Basketball Hall of Fame
on October 4 at the University of Rhode Island. 

Andy Laska HA ’68 blazed a trail of success
at the high school, prep school, collegiate, and
amateur levels. His remarkable coaching career
concluded with a record of 224-96 and included
10 post-season tournaments. He served as the
College’s basketball coach (1951-67) and
Director of Athletics (1956-86). He was twice
named New England Coach-of-the-Year and is 

a member of the Athletic Hall of Fame (1967). The College gym 
was dedicated in his honor in 1975.

As a player, coach, and director of the Basketball Hall of Fame,
Joe O’Brien ’57 left an indelible mark on Assumption sports history. 

His coaching feats included a career record of
321-173, 12 tournament teams (with a streak of
10 in a row), and five consecutive regional titles.
He played on the first winning men’s basketball
team in 22 years and later captained the first of
the College’s great teams (1956-57). He served
his profession as President of the N.A.B.C. 
(1983-84) and is a member of the College’s
Athletic Hall of Fame (1971).

Tim Shea ’72 is architect of one of the nation’s winningest
programs and is now just 12 wins (488-110) shy of the magic 500

mark for his incredible 21-year women’s
basketball coaching career at Salem State. He 
has directed his team to a record 19 straight
tournaments and 18 conference titles. His team
won the national title in 1985-86 and has made
the Final Four three times. He played for the
Hounds under O’Brien and his daughter
Mackenzie will be a senior on this year’s
Assumption basketball team.

Joy Barry ’93 was a sophomore starter on the 1986-87 Nashua,
NH High School girl’s team which will be inducted as a team.
Nashua High was 88-0 during her career with four straight state

titles before her arrival at the College. In 1990-
91, she became the first Hound to earn first-team
all America and was a finalist for National Player-
of-the-Year. She was the Player-of-the Year for
both the E.C.A.C. North and Northeast-10; won
the Laska Award as the premier female Athlete-of-
the-Year twice and was named to the Assumption
Athletic Hall of Fame last year.

NEW ENGLAND BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
Andy Laska HA ’68, Joe O’Brien ’57, Tim Shea ’72, and Joy Barry ’93 in Inaugural Class

Andy Laska

Joe O’Brien

Tim Shea

Joy Barry
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The following is an abbreviated version of the address I gave to the
Class of 2002 at the Baccalaureate Dinner in May. I opened with a
short story about Charles Tiffany and J.P. Morgan. In the story, after
exchanging an offer and a counteroffer, the two men reached an
agreement upon the value of a diamond stickpin. 

About five years ago, packages began arriving at the homes of
the Class of 2002. The packages contained invitations to enroll at

many colleges. The graduates of the Class of 2002 recognized the value of the diamond
among those packages...an Assumption College education.

As the years pass, each of us continues to appreciate the education, experiences,
friendships, and memories we gained at Assumption. At Reunion Weekend, the alumni
reconnect and reaffirm the value of the Assumption experience, a value beyond price.

This year the incoming first-year students will arrive at Assumption after they have
weeded through the many college brochures they received. They too will recognize that
Assumption is the diamond among those institutions. As you have, they will experience
the family that is Assumption College and embrace the goals: Learn. Achieve. Contribute.

Jeanne Whitaker ’92

– FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT –

Alumni News
SP E C I A L
OF F E R

for
Assumption 

Alumni
Continuing Education offers 

courses to bachelor or graduate
degree alumni at a 50% discount.

Discount is on a space-available basis
for any credit-bearing CE course.

Spouses of alumni also qualify.

Call 508-767-7364

-Boston Alumni Reception-
More than 150 alumni, parents, and friends gathered for an Assumption
College reception on May 21 at Boston’s beautiful Bay Tower Room,
overlooking Boston Harbor from 33 floors above Faneuil Hall
Marketplace.

The Boston Alumni Club and Honorary Trustee Richard Testa Esq.
’59 sponsored the event. Carolyn Clancy ’82, president of the Boston
Alumni Club, welcomed the group and introduced Dick Testa and
President Plough. Dr. Plough spoke of the College’s continuing success,
the solid enrollment numbers, recent additions to the physical plant, and
the ongoing construction of the new Science Center. Alumni ranging from
the Classes of 1954 to 2001 attended the event, as well as Assumption
Prep graduates and parents. The atmosphere of the evening exhibited an
electrifying spirit for the College and a warm sense of camaraderie.

CLASS OF ’69: Steve Miller, Esq., Paul Fioretti, 
Stephen O’Brien, Esq., and Fr. Dennis Gallagher, A.A.,

Vice President for Mission at Assumption College

CLASS OF ’01: Dan Mercurio, Keavy Hennessey, Tim Monahan,
Amy Farina, and Matt Abraham

CLASS OF ’86: Kristen (Houkalehto) Cox, Ellen (Coughlin) Powers,
Eileen Powers Hespeler, and John Pelletier, Esq.
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Special Class Dinners for
the 25th and 50th Reunion
Classes highlighted the
Reunion Weekend events
on Friday, June 7. Thirteen
members of the Class of ’52
returned for their golden
reunion. Class reunion
leaders Bob Ouellette, Art
Babineau, and R.F. Poirier
brought the Greendale
campus class to Salisbury Street. Fr. Philip Bouvouloir, A.A.
offered the prayer of thanksgiving prior to dinner. Everyone
shared stories of numerous grandchildren while Omer Cormier,
Richard Gaudette, and Bert Lussier each had at least one of his
children graduate from Assumption. Ron Giard boasted of the
only great grandchildren in the class.

The Class of 1977 celebrated its 25th reunion with cocktails,
dinner and dancing in Hagan Center Hall. The evening, chaired
by Karen Kamataris Sutherland and Lori Reidy Paterwic,
brought classmates from as far away as Canada, Arizona, and
Texas. Denis Chocka supplied “music from the times” including
the tunes played at the “100 Days” party. Jim Paugh and Jim
Phaneuf chaired the class gift effort and presented President Tom
Plough with a check for the Brother Robert Francis Beaulac, A.A.
Memorial Scholarship Fund. As a memento of the evening, mem-
bers of the class took home (thanks to Jim Paugh’s hard work) 
two CDs which included a recording of Hubert Humphrey’s
Commencement Address to the class and photos contributed by
various class members. It was a wonderful evening to renew
friendships, share memories and make some new ones.

Saturday’s events began with the alumni awards
ceremony in the President’s Garden. Approximately 400
people attended the annual alumni/faculty barbecue as a
clown provided entertainment for the kids. Alumni and their
families had fun both inside and outside the Plourde
Recreation Center on a warm, sunny day. 

The afternoon became the evening as Mass was
celebrated and class photographs were taken, followed by
dinner, live music, and dancing. A deejay played memorable
tunes until well after midnight for a crowd dominated by
the Classes of ’72, ’77, ’82, and ’87. However, the Class of
’62 was proud to be the last class to leave Hagan Hall at the
end of the evening.

REUNION WEEKEND
2 0 0 2  

R.F. Poirier ’52 provides opening marks prior
to the Class of ’52 dinner. Bob Ouellette ’52

looks on in background.

(seated L-R) Jay Wamester ’87, Ed O’Doherty ’87, Joe LaForte ’67, (standing
L-R) Mark Witts ’87, and Armand “Pete” Marcotte ’67 share stories.

Alumni News

Members of the Class of ’77,
Kathy (O’Neill) O’Donnell,
Ann (Warner) Carboneau, 
Jane (Noonan) Rothrock and
Liz (Cafaro) Blanchflower 
enjoy their 25th reunion.

Will Waldron ’92 with
his son, Liam, dressed in
Assumption garb

The Class of ’62 poses for a picture with President Tom Plough.
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Alumni Association Awards Bestowed upon 
Two of Assumption’s Finest

Bro. John Thomas “J.T.” McHugh received the Honorary
Alumnus Award. He joined the Assumptionists in 1951 and
professed in 1953. He came to Assumption in 1966 and served
as postmaster of the campus post office for three years. Bro. J.T.

later directed the College print shop from 1971 to 1992.
During this time, he became a fixture on campus, attending
numerous student and alumni events. He left Assumption for a
short period in the early 1990s, but returned in 1995 to live in
the Assumptionists’ residence on Old English Road. Presently
doing chaplaincy work with wheelchair patients at Providence
House in Worcester, Bro J.T. still attends functions on campus
to talk to alumni, students, and other members of the
Assumption family. He closed his acceptance speech by
thanking the Alumni Association “for selecting this Irish
leprechaun as its Honorary Alumnus in 2002.”

Ron Coderre ’69 was presented with the Jack Bresciani 
’72 Outstanding Alumnus Award. After graduating from
Assumption, Ron continued his education at the College,
earning both an M.A. in Rehabilitation Counseling and a
Certificate of Advanced Graduate Study in 1972. He has
enjoyed an active involvement in the Alumni Association. Ron
was an Alumni Advisory Board member from 1991 to 1994 and
chaired the Annual Fund from 1993 to 1999. He was a member
of the steering committee for the last capital campaign, and
vice chair for the Connecticut Regional Campaign. Ron is also
a member of both the President’s Council and the Greyhound
Club. He is vice president for Development at Day Kimball
Hospital in Putnam, CT. Ron’s father, the late Paul Coderre,

was a 1938 graduate of Assumption. Ron was very proud to
wear his father’s Darbois Society pin to the award ceremony,
which his dad had received at his 50th Reunion in 1988. Ron
spoke of his close relationship with Jack Bresciani and
concluded his remarks by encouraging all Assumption graduates
to give back to the College. 

Darbois Society Induction for Class of 1952

Celebrating its 50th reunion, the Class of 1952 was inducted
into the Fr. Thomas Darbois Society, honoring the memory of
the Assumptionist priest who was the founder and first
president of the Assumption Preparatory School and College at
the original site in Worcester’s Greendale area.

The ceremony was held in the Information Technology
Center, where the golden alumni marveled at the most recent
addition to the campus. President Plough presided over the
ceremony, commending the group “for 50 years away from but
connected to the College.” Fr. Dennis Gallagher, A.A. ’69
reflected on the life of Fr. Thomas Darbois, his many
contributions to local parishes and his founding of Assumption
College. President Plough presented each class member with
the Darbois Society pin. The most thoughtful response came
from Ron Giard ’52, who after receiving his pin, handed it to
his wife, saying, “I have to give this to my wife for putting up
with me for 50 years.” ◆

Bro. “J.T.” McHugh displays his prepared remarks, “printed on
both sides,” to the crowd.

Trustee Tom Manning ’69 presents Ron Coderre ’69 with a gift after Ron
received the Jack Bresciani ’72 Outstanding Alumnus Award.



Assumption alumni are well represented 

in a variety of professions. One of those 

areas includes Massachusetts state 

government. While there are probably 

hundreds of alumni working within state

government, here we briefly highlight 

six whom, like others, contribute their 

leadership and talents to enhancing 

public policy and programs.

Matthew J. Amorello ’80
CHAIRMAN OF THE MASSACHUSETTS TURNPIKE AUTHORITY

As chairman, Matt directs more than 1,400
employees at the 135-mile Turnpike and also
oversees the $14.475 billion Central
Artery/Tunnel Project. Prior to his appointment,
he served as commissioner of the Massachusetts
Highway Department and had served for eight
years in the Massachusetts Senate, where he

represented the Second Worcester District.  He was a ranking
minority member of the legislature’s Joint Committee on
Transportation from 1991 to 1997. Before his election to the State
Senate, he worked at the Environmental Protection Agency in
Washington, DC. Matt earned a Bachelor’s Degree in History from
Assumption, a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from the
American University in Washington, DC., and a Juris Doctorate
from Suffolk University in Boston.

Julianne M. Bowler ’85
COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE

This past April, Julie was appointed by
Governor Swift as Commissioner of Insurance,
the Commonwealth’s regulatory agency that
protects policyholders and monitors the
insurance marketplace in Massachusetts. Prior
to her appointment, she had served for four
years as First Deputy Commissioner. Before

joining the regulatory agency, Julie consulted for the Massachusetts
Division of Medical Assistance where she assisted in the design and
implementation of health insurance premium assistance plans for
small businesses and children of low-income families. She has also
worked as a health policy analyst for Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Massachusetts. Julie was a Philosophy major at Assumption, holds a
master’s degree from the University of Dallas and an M.B.A. from
the University of Massachusetts-Boston. She was also a Doctoral
candidate in Biomedical Ethics at Georgetown University.

Stephen M. Brewer G’74
STATE SENATOR (D) WORCESTER, HAMPDEN, HAMPSHIRE, 

FRANKLIN DISTRICT

Senator Brewer represents 32 towns in Central
and Western Massachusetts and is currently
running for his fourth term as a Senator in the
Legislature. He received his bachelor’s degree
from the University of Massachusetts–Amherst
and a Master’s Degree in History and
Government from Assumption. Prior to his

election as State Senator, Steve served for three terms on the Barre
Board of Selectmen and four terms in the House of Representatives.
He also served as an Aide to Senator Robert Wetmore for eight
years. He is currently senate chairman of the Joint Committee on
Natural Resources and Agriculture, senate vice-chair of the Joint
Committee on Public Safety, and a member of the Ways and
Means, Energy, Local Affairs, and Ethics Committees.  

Richard J. Evans ’78
CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

Since 1993, Dr. Evans has served as the Chief
Medical Examiner for the Commonwealth. The
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME),
under the Executive Office of Public Safety,
determines the cause and manner of death in
cases under its jurisdiction by means of
medicolegal investigation including autopsy 

and laboratory evaluation for the detection of trace evidence. 
A double major in Chemistry and Mathematics, Rick graduated
magna cum laude and obtained his medical degree from the
University of Massachusetts Medical School in 1982. He has held
academic appointments at Harvard Medical School, Boston
University School of Medicine, and the University of Massachusetts
Medical Center. Prior to his appointment at OCME, he held a
similar position in the State of Rhode Island. He continues to
publish on a regular basis, most recently in the Journal of Forensic
Sciences and Archives of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine. 

ALUMNI LEADERS IN MASSACHUSETTS
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Nearly 60 alumni, parents and friends attended the Assumption College
reception on June 26 at the New York Athletic Club in New York City. 

Dr. Plough provided a College update, highlighting the new science
building and plans for the College’s Centennial. Alumni Director Bob 
Carroll ’73 talked about establishing a formal alumni club with an active
board of directors and Associate Director of Admissions Serge DeBari ’71,
G’77 spoke about developing a stronger alumni/admission network in the
Metro NY area. The enthusiastic crowd included alumni representing classes
ranging from 1962 to 1999. 

Bro. Armand Lemaire, A.A. ’48, Professor Emeritus John Burke HD ‘97,
David AP’57 and Rosalie Grenon also attended.

A Spirited New York 
Alumni Reception

Drew Adderly ’92, Jeff Sherman ’90, Matthew Bagley ’91Willy Hopkinson ’92, Tom Matteini ’73 Cindy Boyle, Jay Boyle ’70, Jim Prevet ’63

Trustee Laure Aubuchon, Catalina Miranda ’76, 
Henry Howell ’83

Rebecca Brenner ’96, Kevin Coleman ’97, 
Laura DiLorenzo ’95

James B. Leary ’89
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, (D) 14TH WORCESTER DISTRICT

A Politics major as an undergraduate at
Assumption, Representative Leary continued 
his studies and obtained his Juris Doctor from
Georgetown University Law Center in 1995.
After a year of clerking for the Massachusetts
Superior Court, he served as an assistant district
attorney for two years and then entered private

practice as an associate attorney with Lian, Zarrow, Eynon & Shea
of Worcester. While in private practice, Jim handled all aspects of
litigation, both criminal and civil, as well as appellate matters. He
was elected to his first term in November 2000 and currently sits on
the Committee on Criminal Justice as well as the Committee on
Science and Technology. 

Harold P. Naughton Jr. ’82
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, (D) 12TH WORCESTER DISTRICT

Representative Naughton began his career in
public service while still enrolled as a Political
Science major when he was elected in 1980 to
the Clinton (MA) Planning Board. He served 
on that board until 1985. Hank was elected 
in 1984 to the Clinton School Committee,
holding the position of chair in 1986–87. 

In 1991, he received his Juris Doctor from Suffolk University School
of Law in Boston. He then served as an assistant district attorney in
Worcester County until 1995. In 1994, he was elected to the
Massachusetts House of Representatives to represent the Twelfth
Worcester District. He serves on the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee on the Judiciary. He has served 
as chair of the Judiciary Sub-Committee on Drug Courts. ◆
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’57Fr. Richard A. Fortin was
ordained on June 16, 1962 in
St. Paul Cathedral by Bishop

Flanagan, and celebrates his 40th anniversary
this year. He has been associate pastor of the
parishes of St. Mary’s, Spencer; St. Anthony’s,
Worcester; Notre Dame, Worcester;
Immaculate Conception, Fitchburg; and
Assumption, Millbury. In 1981, Father Fortin
was named pastor of St. Anne’s Parish, South
Ashburnham. He was appointed pastor of St.
Paul’s Parish, Warren, and St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish, West Warren in 1990. In
1992, he was appointed pastor of Our Lady of
the Assumption Parish, Millbury, his present
assignment.

’58
Fr. John F. Connell celebrated the 40th
anniversary of his ordination into priesthood.
He was ordained on June 16, 1962 in St. Paul’s
Cathedral by Bishop Flanagan. He was
associate pastor of the parishes of Our Lady
of the Rosary, Spencer; Our Lady of the
Rosary, Clinton; and Our Lady of the Lake,
Whalom, before being appointed chaplain at
Grafton State Hospital in 1971. Father
Connell was named pastor of St. Joseph’s
Parish, Leicester, in 1980. In 1982, he was
appointed pastor of Holy Cross Parish, East
Templeton; and in 1991, he was appointed
pastor of St. Peter’s Parish, Northbridge, his
present assignment.

’61
James A. Bill and John Alden
Williams published their book
Roman Catholics and Shi’i Muslims:

Prayer, Passion, and Politics in March 2002.
Bernard Gendron published his book Between
Monmarte and the Mudd Club: Popular Music and 
the Avante-Garde in April 2002. Bernard is a
professor of Philosophy at the University of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee. 

’66
Joe Hanlon (G) retired in July
2000 after 34 years with the F.B.I.
He works part-time as a contract

investigator for the U.S. Government in
Anchorage, AK.

’67
Ronald T. Mandronico retired
on 6/25/01 after 34 years as an
educator with the Utica City

School District in Utica, NY. Ronald
currently resides in New Hartford, NY with
his wife, LouAnn.

’68
Timothy J. Savage was
nominated by President Bush in
March 2002 to become a federal

judge at the United States District Court of
Eastern Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. He is
awaiting confirmation from the Senate before
he can be appointed. Savage has been a solo
practitioner specializing in criminal and
commercial litigation since 1976, and has
worked part-time as a hearing examiner for
the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board
during that time. CLASS BIRTHS: Michael
Chechile adopted three daughters from
China: Marianna (7), Emma (5), and Elena (3).

’21
Dr. Pierre Aucoin (AU’25)
celebrated his 98th birthday in
December 2001. He is active,

drives his car, still plays cribbage, and closely
follows the Red Sox.

’45
Msgr. Richard E. Collette
celebrated the 50th anniversary
of his ordination into the

priesthood. He was ordained in St. Mary
Church, Spencer on June 22, 1952, by Bishop
Wright. He has been associate pastor at the
parishes of Sacred Heart, Webster; Notre
Dame, Southbridge; and Saint Francis of
Assisi, Fitchburg. He was named adminis-
trator of the St. Francis of Assisi parish in
1969, and was appointed pastor later that
year. Msgr. Collette has served on the
Diocesan Priests Senate. He was appointed
pastor of St. Philip’s Parish, Grafton in 1979,
and in 1985, he was named pastor of

Immaculate Conception Parish in Fitchburg.
In 1992 he was conferred pontifical honors
and the title of “monsignor” by Bishop
Harrington. Msgr. Collette retired from
active ministry in February 2001. 

’54
Norman Gaudrault, M.D.
retired from pediatric practice
in October 1999 after 32 years

in the practice.

’56
Dave Bisson retired in August
2001 from MPB-Keene, NH
(Division of Timken). He has

recently moved to The Villages, Florida.

’65
James Igoe was recently featured
in an article in the Worcester
Business Journal. The article

considers why some business and political

Assumption Prep Notes

Class Notes

Assumption College Notes

REUNION2003

Shortly after meeting at the February 2002 Alumni
Reception in Naples, FL, Ernie Rocheleau ’51 visited the
2nd grade classroom of teacher Mary Calagione ’90 at

Corkscrew Elementary School in the Naples area.

PREP REUNION

Saturday, September 21, 2002
2 p.m. – Tour of Prep

4 p.m. – Mass for Prep Reunion
5 p.m. – Cocktails and Dinner

RSVP to Alumni Office at 
(508) 767-7223 or e-mail
mdemaris@assumption.edu

leaders dislike historic renovations. James, the
executive director of Historic Massachusetts,
Inc., expressed his belief that historic
preservation and economic development are
not in conflict with one another. He also
stated that it requires real leadership on the
part of business and political figures to make
the two concepts work together.
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’69
Fernand Letendre was named
principal of Durfee High School,
Fall River, MA in June 2001. He

began his career at Durfee High in 1971.

’71Pictured below is Lou D’Abramo
with Track and Field Coaches
Harry Kachoodorian and Mark

Perrone at the Fitchburg Invitational in April
2002. Lou was instrumental in developing
alumni support of the track team this year.

’72Florence Wright (G) retired in
April 2002 after working for 12
years as a bilingual Licensed

Social Worker at the Worcester County Jail.

’73
Ann Cataldo (CE) received the 2001
Knollwood Community Award. A Worcester
resident, Ann has been an active member of
the Worcester Board of Realtors for 20 years.
She serves as vice president of the Board of
Trustees for The Bridge of Central
Massachusetts, a nonprofit agency that
provides homes and educational services for
children and adults with developmental
disabilities. Ann is a past member of the Notre
Dame Academy Board of Trustees, and served
for many years on the Parish Council of
Christ the King Church. She is also a past
president at the Worcester City Hospital Aid
Society, and sat on the board of the
Worcester Medical Society. Mariana Johnson
retired in 2002. She has cruised the Caribbean
and traveled to New York City and
Bronxville. Katherine McKenna, PBVM (G)
is the director of Temporary Professed Sisters
at the Sisters of the Presentation, BVM in
New Windsor, NY.

’74
David M. Earls is a financial
consultant for the Workers’
Financial Services, an invest-

ment and insurance subsidiary of Workers’
Credit Union. James M. Rutledge has been

hired as vice president of Finance and chief
financial officer for Rogers Corporation.
James is a Certified Public Accountant. He
previously worked for Baldwin Technology
and began his career at Price Waterhouse in
1976. He worked for Witco Corporation for
19 years. 

’75
Francis S. Meringolo has been
named vice president of human
resources for Memorial

Hospital of Rhode Island in Pawtucket.
Francis is a member of the American Society
for Healthcare Human Resources
Administration, the Northeast Human
Resources Association, the Massachusetts
Healthcare Human Resources Association,
and the Hospital Association of Rhode Island.

’77
Chris Froelich purchased the
Somerset School of Massage
Therapy after 15 years of

corporate life at American Express. James J.
McGrail has been named assistant to the vice
president of Commercial Federal Bank. He
joined Commercial Federal in 1994 as a retail
banker. 

’78
Marianne (Gatsogiannis) Bellemare is a legal
assistant at the U.S. Department of Justice in
the U.S. Attorneys’ office.

’79
Mary Anastasia O’Grady is
editor of “The Americas,” a
column that discusses political,

economic business, and financial events and
trends in the Americas for the Wall Street
Journal. She is also a senior editorial-page
writer for the Journal, writing on Latin
America and Canada.

’80
Matthew J. Amorello was
named chair of the
Massachusetts Turnpike

Authority and is responsible for Boston’s “Big
Dig.” Ruth Antonucci (G) was named
director of Job Training & Employment for
Easter Seals Massachusetts. She will head a
staff of seven in the two-year-old program
based in Worcester. She will also direct the
launch of the Job Training & Employment
program at a new center in Boston. Francis X.
Doyle is the senior vice president of insurance
for AAA Southern New England.

’81
Michael Engel, chief operating
officer at FLEXcon Co. Inc., has
also been elected trustee for

Spencer Savings Bank. Brian K. Zanghi has
been named executive vice president and
chief operating officer of SPSS, Inc., a
worldwide provider of analytical technology.
In his new position, Brian provides leadership,
strategic direction and vision in the
management of the corporation’s divisions
and serves as a member of the corporation’s
executive team. CLASS BIRTHS: William J.
Goguen and his wife, Judy, announced the
birth of their first child, Jason William, on
3/17/01. 

’82
Brian Lynch is part-owner and
manager of the International
Golf Club in Bolton, a course

where he used to work as a caddy.

’84
Joseph Edmond Bonin was
promoted to professor of
mathematics at George

Washington University in Washington, DC.
For the 2002–03 academic year, he will be on
sabbatical as a visiting researcher at
Universitat Politecnica De Catalunya, in
Barcelona, Spain. CLASS BIRTHS: Betsy Grace
Patrone and her husband, Phillip, celebrated
the birth of a baby girl, Grace.

’85
Julianne Bowler was promoted
to commissioner of the State
Division of Insurance by Acting

Governor Jane Swift. Swift said that she is
delighted that Julie accepted the new position
and that her experience and her knowledge of
healthcare policy made her uniquely suited
for the challenges of the position. Bob Knittle
was named Teacher of the Year by the
Quabbin Regional National Honor Society.
He was also chosen as the most influential
teacher that a student has ever had for the
ninth consecutive year. Sheila (Waldron)
Veideman married Jeff Veideman on 8/4/01.
Pictured below at the wedding are Jeff
Skonieszny ’92, Sheila Veideman, and

REUNION2003 REUNION2003
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of their first children, twins Katie and Eric, on
1/8/02. Janet ‘88 and John Lepore celebrated
the birth of their third child, daughter Paige,
born in December 2001. She joins brother
Nick and sister Carly. Sheila Dougherty
Marchetti and her husband, Douglas,
welcomed their daughter, Jessica Leigh, on
1/23/02. She joins her sister, Alyssa (7), and
brother, Kyle (5). 

’88
Arlette Grubbs Lynch has been promoted to
assistant vice president–branch manager of
the Park Avenue, Worcester branch of
Webster Five Cents Savings Bank. Arlette is
also a member of the board of directors of
Abby’s House, and serves as treasurer of the
Robert H. Goddard Lions Club, and as
regional chair for the Center for Financial
Training. Dr. Janet (Di Gregorio) Morganelli
recently completed her Ph.D. in
Developmental and Educational Psychology
at Boston College. She and her husband,
David, announce the birth of their daughter,
Ava Mary, on 7/28/01. Lisa Talbot was named
regional account executive for Nellie Mae.
She helps promote the company’s products
and services in New England, and focuses her
efforts on schools in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire. Ellen Zielinski ran in the Boston
Marathon for the Dana Farber Marathon
Challenge.  This is Ellen’s fourth time running
for Dana Farber to raise money for cancer
research. CLASS BIRTHS: Sandra (Cobb) Bell
and her husband, Mark, celebrated the birth
of their son, Daniel Mark, on 11/19/01. He
joins his sister, Katherine (4), and brother,
Patrick (2). Jeanine (Ramos) Monteiro and
her husband, Chris, announced the birth of
their son, Charles Joseph (CJ), on 3/3/02. CJ
joins his sister, Tallis (2). Suzanne Rogers

Pinto and her husband, Darin, welcomed
their daughter, Mikayla Frances, on 8/10/01.
Patty (Anderson) Walsh and her husband,
Joe, welcomed their daughter, Maeve, on
5/6/02. Maeve joins her brother, Cole (5), and
sister, Emma (3). 

’89
Paul Badeau is the marketing
director for Lewiston-Auburn
Economic Growth Council in

Lewiston, ME. Michelle Dell’Orfano (G)
married John Devereaux at the Lighthouse in
Cape Cod on 9/15/01. CLASS BIRTHS: Kathy
(Forbes) McNamara and her husband, Jim,
celebrated the birth of their son, Austin
James, on 2/7/02. Austin joins his sister,
Alexandra (2). Christine (Picard) Sawicki and
her husband, Joseph, announced the birth of
their daughter, Olivia Grace, on 2/28/2000.

’90
John Argitis has been re-
elected president and chair of
the Board at Southbridge

Credit Union. John is the president and CEO
of G&F Industries in Sturbridge. Patricia
Maher-Harrington was appointed vice
president and market manager for
Commonwealth National Bank of Worcester.
Dr. David C. Miller was published in the
December 2001 issue of the Journal of
Educational Psychology, 93 (4), a quarterly
publication of the American Psychological
Association. The article is entitled “To
Achieve or Not Achieve: A Self-Regulation
Perspective on Adolescents’ Academic
Decision Making.” David is currently a
research analyst at the American Institutes for
Research in Washington, DC. MaryKate
Oliminski has been named to the newly
formed position of assistant property manager
for the residential and commercial divisions of
The Copley Group. Kevin Schlicke works for
Partners Health Care as Budget Director and
Controller. Daniel Shimkus Jr. (G) was
promoted to senior vice president and team
leader in the commercial lending division of
Banknorth Massachusetts. He serves on the
finance committee and committee of
management at the YMCA of Worcester. He
is also a member of the Rotary Club, the
Worcester Economic Club, the Alliance for
Education and is a volunteer with the
Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce.
Rob Silveri was recently featured in the
article “Paid weakly” that ran in the Worcester
Telegram & Gazette. Rob is a bilingual case
manager with Elder Services of Worcester

Melanie Demarais HA’92. Sheila has been
named manager of Westboro Bank’s main
office. She is active in Junior Achievement,
the Assumption College Alumni Board and
the Worcester Regional Chamber of
Commerce School Business Partnership.
CLASS BIRTHS: Catherine (Porter) Medeiros
and her husband, Michael, announced the
birth of their daughter, Lily Claire, on 3/9/01.
She joins her sister, Paige (11), and brother,
Tyler (8). 

’86
Gary Mallalieu is working in
Peru as a volunteer with a
congregation of Christian

brothers at Mundo Mejor High School. He is
also a professor and plays basketball with his
students. Gary recently helped prepare four
prisoners in Cambio Puente Jail for
confirmation by giving weeks of classes. Peter
Rowe (grandson of Dr. Pierre Aucoin ’25) is
the basketball coach at Elan Reform School.
His team won the Western Class D
quarterfinals against Forest Hills in February.
Frank Vana Jr. won the 22nd annual
Massachusetts Four-Ball Championship at the
International Golf Course in Stow, MA. CLASS

BIRTHS: Charlene Acker and her husband,
Dennis, announced the adoption of their first
child, a daughter Maya Xian, born 7/16/01 in
the Hunan Province of China. She was
officially welcomed into the family in May
2002.

’87
Darrell and Melissa (Dufficy)
Paulsen (’89) moved to Ganger,
IN where Darrell is working

full-time in campus ministry at the University
of Notre Dame. Melissa works at Mass
Mutual as a disability underwriter. John
Richards was promoted to manager of
software development at Kronos
Incorporated in October 2001. He and his
wife, Julie Breen, have two daughters,
Siobhan Angela, 2, and Serena Maxine, born
October 2001. CLASS BIRTHS: Christopher
Gioffre and his wife, Colleen, announced the
birth of their daughter, Isabella, in November
2001. Isabella joins her brother, Joseph (2).
Monica (Leahy) Gow and her husband,
David, celebrated the birth of their son,
Joseph Paul on 2/24/02. Joseph joins siblings
Caroline (2) and Thomas (5). Bob Guerin
and his wife, Ellen, celebrated the birth of
their daughter, Casey Rose on 8/13/01. She
joins her brothers, Connor and Griffin. Brian
Lavoie and his wife, Lisa, announced the birth

REUNION2003

Track Coach Mark Perrone pictured with Jim Paugh
’77 and Sharon Bouchard Wade ’88 at the Bryant
Invitational Track Meet in April 2002. Paugh and
Wade were consultants and coaches this past year. 
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Areas, Inc. The article was about a report by
two Clark University professors on how
social workers’ worth exceeds their wages.
CLASS BIRTHS: Susan (Lague) Colgan and her
husband, John, celebrated the birth of their
daughter, Jaclyn Elizabeth, on 9/31/01. Katie
(Andrew) Mansur and her husband, Mark,
welcomed their son, Logan James, on 1/28/02.
Logan joins his brother, Jack Andrew (2).
Maura (McGuane) Mitchell and her
husband, Richard, announced the birth of
their son, Charles Richard, on 10/1/01. Scott
Prokop and his wife, Tammy, celebrated the
birth of their first child, Brandon Scott, on
2/14/02. Karen (Marcantonio) Spiegelhalter
and her husband, Scott, announced the birth
of their daughter, Sarah Elizabeth, on
4/11/01. Sarah joins her brother, Matthew (4).
Cathleen (Mahoney) Tesky and her husband,
William, celebrated the birth of their first
child, Brian Francis, in October 2001.

’91
Dr. Andrew Bressette presented a
paper entitled “Research Style
Spectroscopy Course” at the 223rd

national meeting of the American Chemical
Society in Orlando, FL. Pictured below: the
children of Class of 1991 alumni shared a
smile for the camera. From left to right:
Madeline Dreher, daughter of Heather
(Kench) Dreher; Sam and Anna Ohotnicky,
children of Julie (Durkin) and John
Ohotnicky ’94; Claire and Emma Fritz,
daughters of Christine (Ryan) Fritz. 

Fr. Mark Mossa, S.J. completed his first three
years of studies for the priesthood. In May, he
received his MA in Philosophy from Fordham
University. Fr. Mossa will also be engaged in
full-time ministry for the next two to three
years as director of campus ministry and
community service at Jesuit High School in
Tampa, FL. CLASS BIRTHS: Robert Flagg and
his wife, Caron Gayle, celebrated the birth of
their daughter, Colette Grace, on 11/25/01.
Colette joins her sister Georgianna (3).
Jennifer (Gallinaro) Sevigny and her
husband, Daniel, announced the birth of their
second daughter, Sarah Marie, on 11/19/01.
Sarah joins her sister, Samantha (2). 

’92
Maura Mulligan completed her
second Boston Marathon on
4/15/02. Joseph Sova (G) has

been named vice president and senior leader
of the Fitchburg office of Fidelity Bank. Joe
previously served as vice president for small
business lending at Fleet and vice president of
commercial lending at Safety Fund National
Bank. He chairs the Worcester Planning
Board, serves as a member of the board of
governors of the Pleasant Valley Country
Club in Sutton, and as the treasurer of the
Greater Gardner Industrial Foundation. CLASS

BIRTHS: Kristine (Norton) Boyd (G) and her
husband, Brian, welcomed their daughter,
Kate Mackenzie, on 11/21/01. Kate joins her
brother, Kiarnan (4), and sister, Jennah (2).
Joseph DeYesso and his wife, Susan,
celebrated the birth of triplets Michael,
Thomas, and Katherine on 9/14/01. Erin
(Doyle) Fahey and her husband, Christopher,
announced the birth of their first child,
Sydney Elizabeth, on 11/5/01. 

’93
Navy Lt. Noel W. Colon recently returned
from a six-month deployment to the
Mediterranean Sea and Arabian Gulf while
assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron 86. The
squadron’s home base is Beaufort, SC. Noel
was one of more than 10,000 Atlantic Fleet
Sailors and Marines who participated in
Operation Enduring Freedom. CLASS BIRTHS:
Tony Morin (G) and his wife, Charlotte, had
twin boys, Jacob Anthony and Zachary
Robert, on 1/26/02. They join their sisters,
Nicole and Lindsay. Megan Doherty and her
husband, Tom, celebrated the birth of their
daughter, Caroline Mary, on 5/3/02. Bryant
Farland and his wife, Jennifer, announced the
arrival of their baby girl, Gillian-An Marie.
Gillian-An was born in Saigon, 11/16/01 and
joined the Farland family on 3/14/02. Bryant
is an attorney in Washington, DC
specializing in construction litigation with
the law firm of Smith, Pachter, McWhorter &
Allen. Holly (Rice) Hamilton and her
husband, Daniel, celebrated the birth of their
first child, son Kevin Daniel, on 1/4/02.
Laura-Mae (Rutkiewicz) Liddy and her
husband, Rob, announced the birth of their
son, Patrick Thomas, on 2/23/02. Patrick joins
his sister, Haley (2). Julie (Calo) Sochacki
and her husband, Christopher, celebrated the
birth of their son, Brandon Christopher, in

February 2002. Julie became a member of the
Connecticut Bar in May 2001. Rebecca
(Flagg) Sprague and her husband, Shawn, are
the proud parents of a son, Camden Robert,
born 3/16/02.

’94
Paul Kennedy has been
elected to a three-year term as
director of Associated

Industries of Massachusetts Inc. Paul is
president of Kennedy Die Castings in
Worcester. CLASS BIRTHS: Jennifer (Harbour)
Grivers gave birth to a girl, Olivia Noelle, on
12/26/01. Katie Kissane Lefebvre and her
husband, Michael, announced the birth of
their daughter, Caroline Kissane, on 1/28/02. 

’95
Kevin J. Mancini graduated
from Tufts University School of
Dental Medicine in June 2001

as an orthodontist. CLASS BIRTHS: Karen
(Holland) Stack and her husband, Michael,
announced the birth of their son, Brendan, on
4/7/02. Brendan joins his brother, Michael
Patrick (1).

’96
Edward Mascolo (pictured
below) was married to Melissa
Parzych on 6/29/01.  Edward is

the vice president of Integral Industries Inc.

Robert K. Stiles has been hired by the
Worcester law firm of Lian, Zarrow, Eynon &
Shea as an associate. Robert will work in the
areas of domestic relations and general civil
litigation. CLASS BIRTHS: Paula (DeLellis)
Harrington and her husband, Brian,
announced the birth of their son, Brian
Joseph, on 4/18/02. Brian joins his sister,
Jenna (2). 

REUNION2003
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Class Notes

’97
Stephanie (Forgione)
Carbonneau received her
Master’s Degree in the Art of

Teaching Languages (MATL) from the
University of Southern Mississippi in August
2001. She recently bought a house in Millis,
MA. Kristen Granger and John Brady
(pictured below) were married on 8/18/01 in

Essex, CT. Ericka Harris (pictured below) has
been working at Deloitte & Touche for two
years, and in the summer of 2001 was a

mentor at the company for intern Sharon
Elliman ’02. CLASS BIRTHS: Stephanie
(Forgione) Carbonneau and her husband,
Michael, welcomed their first child, Renee
Marie, on 4/28/02.

’98
Carl Cafaro and his wife, Kira, announced
the birth of their first child, Joshua Carl Press,
on 1/8/02.

’99
Kristen Ann Klimaj received a
Juris Doctor degree from Roger
Williams University Ralph R.

Papitto School of Law in May. Michelle
Latorraca graduated from Quinnipiac
University School of Law on 5/12/02. John
Silk ’99 (pictured below), graduate student at
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Emerson College, was among 18 students
chosen by the director of the Center for
Media and Ethics to participate in a research
trip as guests of Prince Faisal F. Al-Saud of the
Saudi Arabian royal family (March 2002).
The purpose of the trip was to study the
history and the culture of Saudi Arabia and to
formulate opinions of Saudi-U.S. relations.
He visited the home of a middle-class family,
the Ashgars, while touring Aramco, the
world’s largest oil company. The woman
pictured with John is the daughter-in-law of
Saud Ashgar, one of the vice presidents of
Saudi Aramco and the host of this meeting.

www.assumption.edu/magazine

’00
Abigail Curto is working at
West Springfield High
School as a 10th and 11th

grade teacher for at-risk youths. Natalya
Fater (G) has been hired as human resource
manager at the Protector Group Insurance
Agency Inc. of Worcester. Kristen Kelley
won the Teacher of the Year award for 2002 at
Framingham (MA) High School. Jennifer
Monahan was married to Joseph Werner on
8/25/01. Jennifer is working as a buyer for
Atlantic Fasteners in West Springfield, MA. 

’01
Patrick A. Driscoll is teaching
theology at Malden Catholic
High School in Malden, MA. He

has also been named to the baseball coaching
staff. Patrick is teaching Social Justice to
juniors and Christology to sophomores. ◆REUNION2003

In May, the Class of 2002 presented President Tom Plough with the Senior Class Gift. Visitors to Laska
Gymnasium are now greeted by a granite sign reading “Home of the Greyhounds.” Joe DaCosta and Kerry

Sheehan co-chaired the Senior Class Gift Committee, which received donations from more than 40 percent 
of the Senior Class. With assistance from their parents, the Senior Class raised more than $8,000.

-Senior Class Gift-

8 WEBLINK
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In Memoriam
J. Paul Aubuchon AP’31, ’35
Fitchburg, MA, died June 28, 2002

Paul was vice president and buyer for 
more than 40 years at W.E. Aubuchon Co.,
retiring in 1975. After retiring, he served on
the board of directors at W.E. Aubuchon Co.
for many years, and became an honorary
board member. A member of St. Joseph
Church, he was a charter member of Oak
Hill Country Club. Paul was past chairman
of the board of directors of Fitchburg
Savings Bank, and was a former member of
the board of directors of Whalom Park and 
F & L Street Railway. He was also a member
of the Friends of Assumption and was an
active golfer. Paul leaves two sons, John and
David; a daughter, Louise; three brothers,
Gerard, Louis, and Roger; two sisters, Lucille
and Jacqueline; five grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren; nieces and nephews.

Raoul “Ben” Benoit ’53
Montgomery Village, MD, died March 24, 2001

A retired manufacturer’s representative, Raoul
sold radiological and diagnostic health care
equipment. He worked in medical research
in Berlin and at the National Institute of
Health in Bethesda before going into sales 
in the early 1980s. Raoul was a member of
the Beethoven Society and Who’s Who
International. He is survived by his mother,
Joan; three daughters, Michelle, Nicole, and
Suzanne; brother Regis; and sister Elizabeth.

Georges Desrosiers ’62
Sutton, MA, died April 22, 2002

Georges was an Air Force veteran of the
Vietnam War. He taught French for more
than 35 years at Millbury High School, and
served many years as head of its foreign lan-
guage department. Georges retired in 1998
and received an Outstanding Teacher Award
from Charles F. Minney Post 3329 Veterans
of Foreign Wars in Millbury. He was a
former member of St. James Church, the
Massachusetts Foreign Language Association
and the Massachusetts Teachers Association.
He was also a member and past president of
the Millbury Teachers Association. Georges
leaves six brothers, Paul, Roland, Bernard,
Joseph, Denis, and Daniel; three sisters,
Jeanne, Gilberte, and Yvonne; nephews and
nieces; grandnephews and grandnieces.  

Cornelia M. Donovan ’66
Worcester, MA, died February 22, 2002

Cornelia was a guidance counselor, chiefly 
at Burncoat High School, prior to her
retirement in 1974. She was a member of 
St. Joan of Arc Church and served on the
executive and advisory boards of the
Massachusetts Retired Teachers Association,
the Worcester Retired Teachers Association,
and the Southern Worcester Country Retired
Teachers Association. Cornelia leaves a
brother, Richard; nephews and nieces.

Sister Claire M. Dugan G’67
Cumberland, RI, died February 4, 2002

Sister Claire entered the Sisters of St. Joseph
Parish, Milford, and was in the 60th year of
her religious life. She was a teacher at St.
Ann’s, Worcester; St. Joseph’s, Pittsfield; and
the Adult Corrections Institution, Cranston,
RI. She was also a chaplain at Adult
Corrections of RI at Providence, and at
Adult Correction of RI at Cranston since
1999. Sister Dugan received the Freedom
Torch Award from television station WLNE-
TV, Providence, and the Yolanda Gonzalez
Unsung Heroes Award from DARE. She 
was a founding member of NETWORK, 
a national Catholic social justice lobby in
Washington, DC. Sister Dugan leaves a
brother, William; nephews and nieces.

Dr. Maurice Dumas ’29
Nashua, NH, died April 13, 2002

After graduating from dental school, Maurice
established his dental practice in Nashua,
and worked there for more than 50 years.
He was a member of the American Dental
Association, the New Hampshire Dental
Society, and the Nashua District Dental
Society. He was also a member of the
Nashua Rotary Club and the Nashua
Country Club, where he was an avid curler
and golfer. Maurice also volunteered as a
driver with the American Cancer Society.
Maurice was a member of St. Francis Xavier
Church for nearly 60 years, where he sang in
the choir and served as lay minister. He is
survived by three daughters; Lucette, Claire,
and Suzanne, four grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

Antoine J. Gagnon AP’48
Mishawaka, IN, died April 9, 2002

Mr. Gagnon began working for the Boy
Scouts of America in 1950. His career took
him to Cleveland, OH and South Bend, IN.
He retired in 1987 from Boy Scouts of
America and worked as an insurance agent
with American United Life Inc. Mr. Gagnon
was active in several organizations in South
Bend, including the Rotary Club, and was
president for three years of the board of the
Friends of the Library. He was also an active
member of St. Anthony De Padua Parish. Mr.
Gagnon leaves his wife, Katherine; his son,
Gerald; two daughters, Yvonne and Suzanne;
a sister, Aline; and two grandchildren.

Dr. Jean N. Leclerc ’33
Manchester, NH, died March 27, 2002

A graduate of Laval University Medical
School, Jean entered the military during
World War II and served in the Army
Medical Corps in Europe. He practiced
medicine in Manchester, NH until his
retirement in 1977. He was a member of
many societies and organizations, including

both the American and the NH Medical
Associations and the Jolliet Club and
L’Association Canado Americaine. Jean
leaves a daughter, Dr. Judith D. Leclerc; a
son, Paul R. Leclerc; nieces and nephews.

Kathleen M. Moriarty ’67
Charlton, MA, died February 22, 2002

Kathleen was a senior nurse anesthetist, and
was an instructor of anesthesiology at St.
Vincent Hospital before retiring.  She was a
member of St. Joseph’s Church. Kathleen
leaves a sister, Maureen; two nephews,
Timothy and Shawn; and a niece, Nora.

Stephen D. Pisinski AP’67
San Francisco, CA, died May 14, 2002

Stephen worked in public relations at
Ketchum, MacLeod & Grove in Pittsburgh
and later, in San Francisco, founded SDP
Communications and opened the San
Francisco office of Burson-Marstellar. In 1992,
he formed the Montgomery Group, where
he was president until the time of his death.
Stephen also founded and was the first editor
of The Georgetown Voice at Georgetown
University and received the H.B. Coakley
Medal. He was also a former chair and CEO
of the Public Relations Society of America.
Stephen leaves his wife, Patrice; a son,
Spencer; a daugher, Ashley; his parents,
Stephen and Statia; a brother, Donald; a
sister, Cynthia; nieces and nephews.

J. Paul E. Plourde AP’48
Marlboro, MA, died March 11, 2002

A Navy veteran of World War II, Paul was 
a carpenter for more than 35 years for Kay-
Locke Corp., Boston, before retiring in 1988.
Paul was a member of St. Mary’s Parish,
Marlboro; a member and past president of
the Kiwanis Club; a member of Knights of
Columbus; and a member of the Carpenters
Union Local 40 for 35 years. Paul leaves his
wife of 53 years, Jeanne; three sons, David,
John, and Stephen; three daughters, Jeanne,
Michelle, and Colette; two sisters, Therese
and Claire; and five grandchildren.

Elizabeth V. Thibault G’77
Worcester, MA, died April 21, 2002

Elizabeth was an interpreter at Old
Sturbridge Village for 15 years. Previously,
she was the director of Christian education
in Westboro Congressional Church, and 
the Southern County Regional Director of
Girl Scouts-Montachusett Council Inc.
Elizabeth was a member and volunteer at
United Congressional Church, and at the
Girl Scouts. She also volunteered at
Briarwood. Elizabeth leaves a son, William;
two daughters, Elizabeth and Barbara; two
brothers, Alston and Daniel; six
grandchildren; nieces and nephews.  
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Louis F. Vaudrey Jr. ’48
Fairhaven, MA, died December 31, 2001

A WWII Navy veteran, Louis served as a
pharmacist’s mate, second class, in the
Asiatic-Pacific Theater. He then worked as a
pharmaceutical sales representative for Glaxo
SmithKline for 28 years before his retire-
ment in 1987. Louis was active in several
professional associations. He served as presi-
dent of the Rhode Island Traveling Men’s
Auxiliary Association, and was an honorary
member of the Reservation Golf Club, where
he served on the board of directors and as
club secretary for 13 years. He was also a
communicant of St. Anthony’s Church in
Mattapoisett, MA. Louis leaves his wife,
Lucille; two daughters, Marie and Lee; a son,
Stephen; a sister, Pauline; five grandchildren;
and several nieces and nephews.

-Friends of the College-
Norman Anderson

Father of Robin Anderson ’82

Patrick J. Cahill
Brother of Margaret Cahill G’01

William Albert Corbin
Father of Frank Corbin, Director of Chapel Music,

College Organist, Lecturer in Music and Chair of the
HumanArts program at Assumption

Benedetto Cutone
Father of Donald Cutone ’67

Patrick Fitzgibbons
Father of Rosemary (Fitzgibbons) VanDorpe ’84 

Mary Foley
Mother of Joe Foley, Professor of Accounting and

Chair of Business Studies

Carole Foster
Past Employee

George Lemire
Father of Ronald Lemire ’72 and James Lemire ’75

Chester Mack
Father of Thomas Mack ’71

Anne Mastrandrea
Sister of Father Claude Grenache, A.A. ’59

Wilfred J. Michaud Jr.
French Institute

Walter Precourt
Brother of Rev. Peter Precourt, A.A. ’70

Armand Quintal
Brother of Claire Quintal HD ’96

Rodrique M. Sutherland
Professor Emeritus, Department of Natural Sciences 

Rita Thibeault
College Volunteers co-founder

In Memoriam

AS S U M P T I O N CO L L E G E

WE E K O F RE M E M B R A N C E F O R
T H E VI C T I M S O F 9/11

As a tribute to the victims and their families of the September 11, 2001 tragedy, 

the Assumption College community will hold a “Week of Remembrance,” 

scheduled for September 8 to 14. Some of the week’s proposed events include:

- SUNDAY -
Mass of the Holy Spirit 

- TUESDAY -
Lecture and Panel Presentation 

Candlelight Prayer Service 

- WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH -
Chapel Visitations
Candlelight March

- SATURDAY -
A Humanarts Concert by the Choir of Trinity College,

Cambridge, England

For more detailed information on the schedule of these and other events, 
please go to our Calendar of Events: 

www.socialweb.net/assumption.

Visitors to the Chapel will have the opportunity, every half-hour, 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., to hear a brief reading and song, with quiet
time to reflect. 

A Book of Remembrance will be available for signing. 
At 8:45 a.m., the Chapel bells will ring and a moment of silence

will be held throughout the campus, commemorating the first plane
striking the North tower. Mass will be celebrated at 5 p.m.

Perhaps the most poignant event will be an evening, student-led
candlelight march, beginning in the “Village” with the Senior Class,
and processing through the residence hall areas where the juniors,
sophomores and, finally, first-year students will join the procession.
The march will end at the Chapel lawn. At that time, a Garden of
Remembrance will be dedicated near the Chapel lawn.


