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Longtime Librarian and Friend to Retire  

By Carol Pappas 

 

Enq sgd o`rs 18 xd`qr+ ƏK`qqx sgd

Khaq`qh`mƐ Ronmfadqf g`r addm `

ehwstqd `s sgd cƍ@kynm Khaq`qx+ `s

Bg`qkhdƍr+ `s S`xknq Chmhmf G`kk+

and at athletics events on the As-

sumption campus.  Over the years 

he has become one of the most 

well-known and popular staff members at Assumption.  Sadly, at the end 

of this semester, Larry will be retiring and leaving the world of the Col-

lege and the Library. 

 

Larry originally planned to become a history teacher after receiving both 

` A`bgdknqƍr `mc ` L`rsdqƍr cdfqdd hm ghrsnqx eqnl sgd Tmhudqrhsx ne

New Hampshire.  But after his aunt, a librarian, introduced him to li-

braries, he became very interested and went back to school at the Uni-

udqrhsx ne Qgncd Hrk`mc sn d`qm ` rdbnmc L`rsdqƍr hm khaq`qx rbhdmbd- Hm

0868+ gd v`r ghqdc `r sgd dudmhmf qdedqdmbd khaq`qh`m `s cƍ@kynm Khaq`qx

and has been here ever since.  He loves his work as a Reference and Inter-

library Loan Librarian.  Larry also teaches library research sessions. 

 

Hm b`rd xnt g`udmƍs mnshbdc+ K`qqx g`r ` ahs ne sgd g`l hm ghl- Ctqhmf

his years here, he appeared as a guest performer in one lip sync contest 

and as an MC in another.  On two separate occasions, he appeared as 

Felix Unger in Odd Couple skits.  Last year, he made a cameo appear-

`mbd hm @B Tors`fdƍr oqnctbshnm neDamn Yankees.  In a more serious 

vein, Larry was the Chairman of the Affirmative Action Committee that 

bqd`sdc sgd rbgnnkƍr onkhbx nm `eehql`shud `bshnm ctqhmf sgd 087/ƍr- 

 

In 1999, Larry not only published a book of his renowned puns, entitled 

Enjoying My Shelf, he also was given the prestigious Honorary Alumnus 

award for his dedication to the Library and to the school. 

 

Rhmbd K`qqx cndrmƍs bnnj ltbg gd b`m ad rddm injhmf `mc fhuhmf dmbntq,

aging words to students while getting his lunch and/or dinner at either 

Bg`qkhdƍr nq S`xknq- Gd dminxr ronqsr+ drodbh`kkx a`rda`kk `mc a`rjdsa`kk-

Gdƍr ` e`hsgetk e`m ne sgd @rrtloshnm a`rjdsa`kk sd`lr `mc `ssdmcr `kk sgd 

Cont. on page 2 



 
Eqnl sgd Chqdbsnqƍr Cdrj 

By Dawn Thistle 

 

On April 1
st

 we received a very large donation of books 

from the estate of Fr. Georges Tavard, A.A.  Fr. Tavard 

passed away last August, leaving a marvelous collection of 

more than 5200 volumes.  The collection focuses on theol-

ogy, generally, but more specifically ecumenism, world 

religions, spirituality, Vatican II, the Bible, Mariology, 

Martin Luther, John Calvin, St. Bonaventure, and other 

topics.  He was a lover of poetry, especially the French po-

ets, and also collected works of literature, cookbooks, and 

even field guides to plants.  While the vast majority of the 

collection is in French and English, Fr. Tavard also col-

lected books in German, Dutch, Spanish, Italian, Latin, 

Portuguese, and Hebrew. 

 

A prolific writer, Fr. Tavard wrote more than 

50 books (many of which have been translated 

into multiple languages), about 300 journal ar-

ticles, encyclopedia entries and book chapters, 

and about 60 newspaper articles, particularly 

for The Catholic Times and The Catholic Re-

porter.  He also edited many books and jour-

nals.  If these numbers are not exact, it is be-

cause I kept losing count! 

 

Eq- S`u`qcƍr bnkkdbshnm hr btqqdmskx adhmf rsnqdc hm sgd Khaq`qx bhqbtk`,

tion area, waiting to be cataloged.  Although these volumes will not 

be able to be housed as a separate, discrete collection, each catalog re-

cord will include a note indicating that the book is part of the Tavard 

Collection. 

 

Several years ago Fr. Tavard presented the library with a sculpture of 

his head created for him by a friend, Sheila Frances Quinn.  It is on 

display in the library near the Reference Desk.  More information 

about Fr. Tavard can be found on the Assumptionist Web site at              

http://www.assumption.us/Tavard/biography.htm . 

 

2 
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games, where he can be seen 

cheering on the students, many 

of whom he knows from the 

Library. His friendly personal-

ity has enabled him to help 

countless students over the 

yearsƋmany who still remem-

ber him and ask about him 10 

or 20 years after graduation.  

He wants each and every stu-

dent to do well and does what-

ever he can to help them.  His 

Əfqd`sdrs inx qdl`hmr ghr eqd,

quent interaction with students 

nudq sgd xd`qr-Ɛ 

 

After he retires, Larry will have 

more time to spend enjoying his 

hobbies of reading, yard work 

and gardening, and stamp col-

lecting, which he has not had 

enough time for during his As-

rtloshnm b`qddq- Gdƍc khjd sn

reconnect with some relatives 

and  friends from his college 

days and to volunteer for his 

church in Paxton.  He also 

plans to travel around New 

England. Despite his retirement, 

he will continue to visit As-

sumption for events and hopes 

to have the opportunity to fill 

in within various departments. 

 

Larry says he will definitely 

miss the daily interaction with 

his colleagues and the students. 

He will be greatly missed in re-

turn. 

 

Join us in saying goodbye at the 

ƏKt`t enq K`qqxƐ nm Lnmc`x+

May 5th, from 3:00Ɗ5:00pm in 

the Library.   

  

Thank you and good luck, 

Larry! 

http://www.assumption.us/Tavard/biography.htm


 
A Retirement Message from Larry Spongberg 

 

I have enjoyed my 29-year span at the college. It has 

been challenging and fun to connect many students and 

other patrons with needed information. As you can 

guess, I also have had a great time including one or more 

of my puns in the process. 

 

As I look forward to the next phase of my life, I plan to 

visit the Assumption campus frequently to see sporting and other 

events. If the need arises, I also hope to be available to fill in for various 

departments. 

 

When I am not on campus, I look forward to catching up with various 

hobbies and other projects and taking trips around New England. 

Vgdqdudq H `l+ H ok`m sn bnmshmtd sn Ədminx lx rgdke-Ɛ 

 

Thanks to all of you for a tremendous number of memorable and en-

joyable experiences. 

 

ƋLarry the Librarian 
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Final Exam Extended 

Hours  

By Larry Spongberg 

 

Sgd cƍ@kynm Khaq`qx vhkk ad

open during final exams as 

follows: 

 

Monday, May 5 

8 AMƊ1 AM [normal hours] 

 

TuesdayƊThursday, May 6Ɗ8 

8 AMƊ2 AM 

 

FridayƊSaturday, May 9Ɗ10 

8 AMƊMidnight 

 

Sunday, May 11 

11 AMƊ2 AM 

 

Monday, May 12 

8 AM Ɗ 4:30 PM  

 

As a reminder, no finals are 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 

13, although the academic cal-

endar originally had an-

nounced May 13 as an exam 

day. 

 

Sgd Khaq`qxƍr rtlldq gntqr

`qd khrsdc nm sgd mdvrkdssdqƍr

cover page. 

 

Good luck with finals and 

have a great summer. 

Stats Corner 

 

Gdqdƍr ` pthbj knnj `s rnld Khaq`qx rs`shrshbr eqnl sgd

past year. 

 

Library instruction: Our information literacy program continues to 

post strong numbers, with 92 instruction sessions and 1465 students 

taught over the past year (as of 4/18/08).  

 

Interlibrary loan: It has been a record-breaking year for interlibrary 

loan activity.  In terms of items Assumption patrons have requested to 

borrow from other libraries, we have already broken the previous an-

nual records for the number of books requested, the number of copies 

(typically articles or book chapters) requested, and the number of re-

ptdrsr nudq`kk- Vdƍqd udqx g`oox sg`s d`bg xd`q lnqd `mc lnqd o`,

trons use this service. 

 

Other libraries take advantage of our holdings as well.  Our circulation 

department keeps very busy filling loan requests from other libraries. 

 

 
ILL Activity for FY07 ï08 (as of 4/18/08)  

# of requests borrowed by Assumption 1929 

# of requests lent by Assumption 2391 
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Print Management 

System a Success 

By Laurie Welling 

 

Since introducing GoPrint, 

sgd khaq`qxƍr Oqhms L`m`fd,

ment System (the touch 

screen next to our main 

printer) in the spring of 2006, 

we have saved 140,000 sheets 

of paper.  At 500 sheets per 

ream, that is almost 300 reams 

of paper or 30 boxes of paper.  

Assuming 1 tree makes 16.67 

qd`lr ne bnox o`odq+ vdƍud

saved approximately 17 trees!  

 

How have we managed to 

save so much paper? When 

library users send print jobs to 

the printer, they stop at the 

GoPrint Station to release 

their print jobs to the printer. 

This intermediary step allows 

users to delete unintended or 

unwanted print jobs.  Print 

jobs not released at the Print 

Station are automatically de-

leted from the system after a 

set period of time. 

 

The library continues to offer 

free printing, and it is our in-

tention that, through ongoing 

print management, paper 

waste will remain at a mini-

mum, thereby lowering our 

costs of providing free print-

ing and doing our part for the 

environment. 

Cƍ@kynm Bgqnmhbkdr Debuts at Library  

By Carole Myles 

 

Cƍ@kynm Bgqnmhbkdr+ ` rdqhdr ne sgqdd khaq`qx Əhmrsqtbsn-

ldqbh`krƐ 'hmrsqtbshnm`k bnlldqbh`kr(+ oqdlhdqdc sn ` rs`mchmf-room-only 

audience on April 15
th

 at the Library in honor of National Library Week 

2008. In order to promote  Cƍ@k,

zon Chronicles to the Assumption 

community, Library staff chan-

neled Hollywood glamour with a 

well-otakhbhydc ƏVnqkc Oqd,

lhdqd+Ɛ bnlokdsd vhsg ` qdc b`q,

pet and a popcorn machine.  The 

student directors, along with Li-

brary staff, spoke about the year-

long project and then screened 

the first two episodes for an audience of 65 people.  The third, and final, 

episode will be finished soon, and all will be made available on our Library 

Web site and YouTube. 

 

The first instructo-ldqbh`k ed`stqdr rstcdms `bsnq Lhjd Kdonqd `mc ƏK`qqx

sgd Khaq`qh`m-Ɛ Sgd rdfldms enbtrdr nm Lhjd+ ` oqnbq`rshm`shmf bnkkdfd rst,

dent, who begins work on his research paper late at night, despite his dis-

ruptive roommates. Mike eventually falls asleep at his desk. A ghost-like 

Larry appears by his side and wakes Mike, offering to guide him to the Li-

brary and assist him with the beginning of the research process. At the Li-

aq`qx+ Lhjd kd`qmr `ants sgd Khaq`qxƍr k`sd mhfgs gntqr+ k`osno anqqnvhmf+

and online catalog for finding books. Mike eventually wakes in his dorm 

room and finds a library book next to him. 

 

Hm sgd rdbnmc rdfldms+ Lhjd bnmshmtdr ghr qdrd`qbg kdrrnm vhsg ƏB`qnkd

sgd Oqhmbdrr Khaq`qh`m+Ɛ vgn sd`bgdr ghl gnv sn ehmc rbgnk`qkx `qshbkdr

from an online database. 

Both actors are miniatur-

ized so they appear within 

a computer screen. At the 

end of this segment, Mike 

is pleased that he has all 

this information for his pa-

per.  However, he contem-

plates plagiarizing a para-

fq`og eqnl `m `qshbkd sg`sƍr

perfect for his paper, and he believes no one will notice. The third seg-

ldms+ vghbg hr rshkk hm sgd vnqjr+ vhkk enbtr nm gnv akd`j Lhjdƍr etstqd

will look if he plagiarizes. 

 

Filming for this series was made possible by a $5000 grant, awarded by the  

 

Cont. on next page 


