
will still be here at As-

sumption, just across 

the lawn in the IT Build-

ing.  From my new of-

fice in IT, I can look out 

at the library.  As Ex-

ecutive Director of In-

formation Technology 

and Media Services, I 

look forward to con-

tinuing to collaborate 

with my library col-

leagues on various pro-

jects, and to working 

with faculty, administra-

tors and students in 

new and exciting 

ways.   Itõs fantastic that 

I am not saying òGood-

bye,ó but merely òSee 

you later!ó 
 

Thank you all for your 

colleagueship and your 

support over the years, 

and see you later! 
 

Dawn 

It is with sadness and 

some ambivalence that I 

write this, my last col-

umn òFrom the Direc-

torõs Desk.ó  I have had 

the amazing privilege of 

serving Assumption as 
Director of Library Ser-

vices for eleven great 

years.  During that time 

we have accomplished a 

lot of things, from es-

tablishing the dõAlzon 

Arts Series, to imple-

menting the Voyager 

integrated library sys-

tem, to creating a col-

lection of documents 

(strategic plan, market-

ing plan, collection de-

velopment policy, infor-

mation literacy plan, 

annual report, etc.), to 

securing funding 

through five LSTA 

grants, to initiating regu-

lar events such as the 

Faculty Publications Re-

ception and the Annual 

Book Sale.  I could go 

oné  
 

However, the most im-

portant thing that I 

would like to say is that 

I could not have accom-

plished any of these 

things by myself.  It has 

been a joy to work with 

librarian colleagues who 

are eager to create and 

share a vision of what 

the Assumption library 
can be.  Since I arrived 

in 1998 much of the 

staff has turned overñ

only a few of the origi-

nal group remain.  But 

one thing all the past 

and present dõAlzon Li-

brary staff have had in 

common is their passion 

for library service.   
 

Over the years, the 

dõAlzon Library has also 

enjoyed the support and 

appreciation of wonder-

ful faculty and adminis-

trators, without whom 

our programs and pro-

jects would not have 

been possible.  And all 

the students who have 

come into the library to 

study, to attend pro-

grams or simply hang 

out, have been wonder-

ful: our reason for be-

ing. 
 

I will miss all this, but I 

am so very happy that I 
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If youõve been into the 

dõAlzon Library this 

semester, we hope you 

have noticed, that 

things have changed on 

the first floor. Not only 

did we re-carpet the 

entire floor, but we 

also rearranged the fur-

niture, consolidated all 

of the computers and 

printers into one loca-

tion, created a lounge/
sitting area near the 

windows, created some 

new group and individ-

ual study areas, and 

realigned the shelving 

that holds the refer-

ence collection, current 

newspapers and maga-

zines, and the movies. 

You can view photos of 

the new first floor lay-

out, and of the library 

as we moved all the 

books, furniture and 

shelving during the new 

carpet project, by going 

to the Libraryõs Face-
book page (search: 

òAssumption College 

Libraryó) and clicking 

on the Photos tab. 

 

Better yet, come to the 

library in person and 

check it out for your-

self! Let us know what 

you think. 

New Library Layout on the 1st Floor  

Library/IT Collaboration  

shooting system prob-

lems and tuning the sys-

tem to maintain consis-

tent performance. 

Several years ago, the 

Library collaborated with 

Lynn Cooke to post e-

reserves on Blackboard 

course sites.  Later, Lynn 

collaborated with mem-

bers of the Library Refer-

ence staff  to add a 

òLibrary Servicesó section 

to each Blackboard 

course site. 

 

LIBRARY SERVERS 

The IT departmentõs Ben 

Goodwin was instrumen-

tal in acquiring and build-

ing a server to host the 

Libraryõs new ILLiad-

interlibrary loan applica-

tion.  Once the server 

was ready, Laurie in-

stalled ILLiad, modified 

the set-up and custom-

ized the Web pages to 

meet the requirements of 

the Library. Afterwards, 

Ben arranged for the IL-

Liad server to be included 

in the campus-wide 

server backup system. 
 

 

BLACKBOARD  

Laurie Welling, Systems 

Librarian and Certified 

Blackboard Server Ad-

ministrator, is assisting 

the IT department with 

managing the Blackboard 

system.  While Lynn 

Cooke, Instructional 

Technology Manager and 

Blackboard Learning Sys-

tem GUI Administrator, 

works the front-end, 

Web-face of Blackboard, 

Laurie assists Ben Good-

win, Systems Manager, in 

maintaining the back-end, 

server-side of Black-

board.  Duties include log 

management, trouble-

"The things I 
want to know 
are in books. My 
best friend is the 
man who'll get 
me a book I 
[haven't] read." 

ñ Abraham 

Lincoln 
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Phil Waterman  

The Library and IT departments continue to explore ways to collaborate. 

Laurie Welling 

 



New Director for the dõAlzon Library 

Memorial Library, Boston 

University. 

 

Ms. Sweet is a Phi Beta 

Kappa, cum laude gradu-

ate of Columbia Univer-

sity, with a B.A. in Eng-

lish Literature. Ms. 
Sweet also earned an 

M.S. from the Columbia 

University School of 

Library Service, as well 

as an M.A. in History; 

from Columbia Univer-

sity. 

 

During her interview 

with the Library staff, 

staff members were 

especially impressed 

with her collaborative 

working style, her strong 

customer service values, 

and her student-centered 

approach to the delivery 

of library services. 

 

Her extensive academic 
library experience and her 

proven leadership skills 

will be an asset to the Li-

brary and to Assumption 

College. 

 
Contact information for 

Ms. Sweet: 
dasweet@assumption.edu 

or x7272. 

The Library staff wel-

comes Doris Ann Sweet 

as the new Director of 

Library Services.  Ms. 

Sweet brings with her a 

wealth of library experi-

ence, most recently as 

Associate Director for 

Research Services at Sim-

mons College Library in 

Boston.  Previous posi-

tions include Associate 

Director for Public Ser-

vices at Simmons College 

Library; Assistant Direc-

tor for Access Services at 

Countway Library of 

Medicine, Harvard Uni-

versity; and Head, Biblio-

graphic Services Depart-

ment and Assistant De-

partment Head/Reference 

Coordinator at Mugar 
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computers available  

for our patrons 

 
4778  

questions asked at the Reference Desk from  

June 2007 to June 2008 

  

e-books and e-journals 
 available 

 through the  

libraryôs catalog 

 

3779  
items added to the 

 library collection 

this past year 

 

 

 

 

 

By Liz Maisey 

Laurie Welling 

mailto:dasweet@assumption.edu


brary in order during 

the summer months.   

Tammy and Jerry are 

now well prepared to 

sit beside the more 

seasoned student staff 

as we concentrate on 

activities that promote 

good customer service. 

 

The dõAlzon library has 

also hired an additional 

seven students from 

the class of 2013 who 

wanted to work in the 

library: 

   

On Thursday, August 

27th, our returning stu-

dent workers came to 

the library to partici-

pate in training.    

Among those who had 

worked during aca-

demic year 2008-09 

were two students 

who worked during the 

summer and are now 

yearly staff.    Tammy 

Goguen and Jerry Reilly 

worked with returning 

student staff members 

Steve Grassey and Jay 

Thistle to keep the li-

 

Fitore Gjemnica 

Abigail Stephenson 

Evan Mathewson 

Matthew Taylor-Curby 

Brianna Zuk 

Amanda Medeiros 

Kristin Schultz 

 

We look forward to 

working with these 

new students.  Thank 

you for allowing the 

staff of the dõAlzon Li-

brary an opportunity to 

serve you and your re-

search needs. 

New Student Workers:  Staff Changes  

Page 4 Emmanuel dõAlzon Library Link 

Looking over their 
fellow facultyõs work 

during last yearõs 

event.  

Emmanuel dõAlzon Library Celebrates the Writer 

the chance to exhibit 

their work and learn 

about their colleaguesõ 

creative endeavors.    

 

If you have published ma-

terial recently, please 

check that your work is 

cited on the Libraryõs 

Faculty Publication List at 

http://

www1.assumption.edu/

dept/library/faculty/

facpubs.html .  If you do 

not see your material 

listed, or if you see the 

need for any changes/

corrections, please con-

tact Mary Brunelle at 

mbrunelle@assumption

.edu by October 1.   

We do not want to 

overlook anyone.   

 

We look forward to 

seeing you on Novem-

ber 3!   

If it is autumn, it is time 

for the Libraryõs Annual 

Faculty Publication Recep-

tion.  On Tuesday, No-

vember 3, at 4:00 p.m., 

dõAlzon Library will honor 

faculty members who have 

published an article, essay, 

or book within the past 

year.  This event is a fan-

tastic way for Assumption 

to celebrate the scholar-

ship and research of its 

faculty and to give faculty 

  

Library Instruction Sessions  

4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ Á ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȦ 

  

Contact: Phil Waterman, Reference & Instructional Services 
x7375 or pwaterman@assumption.edu 

  

Mary Brunelle 

Janice Wilbur 

http://www1.assumption.edu/dept/library/faculty/facpubs.html
http://www1.assumption.edu/dept/library/faculty/facpubs.html
http://www1.assumption.edu/dept/library/faculty/facpubs.html
http://www1.assumption.edu/dept/library/faculty/facpubs.html
mailto:mbrunelle@assumption.edu
mailto:mbrunelle@assumption.edu
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instance, if you are look-

ing for information on 

lung cancer, start with 

the alphabetical topic in-

dex.  Click Topic Links ð A 

To Z, then C for cancer.  

Clicking the link for Lung 

directs you to the page 

for the National Cancer 

Institute (a division of the 

National Institutes of 

Health) on lung cancer 

with statistics and other 

helpful information about 

the disease.  You also 

may search by keyword 

across agency Web sites, 

if you cannot find an ap-

propriate topic from the 

alphabetical list.  Finally, 

select a state from the 

MapStats section to find 

statistical information at 

the state level. 

 

Statistical Abstract of the 

United States ( http://

www.census.gov/

compendia/statab/ ) is an 

electronic version of the 

trusted print Reference 

source that has been in 

publication for over 100 

years.  Statistical Abstract 

culls data primarily from 

the Census Bureau, Bu-

reau of Labor Statistics, 

and Bureau of Economic 

Analysis and displays the 

tables directly on its site, 

often as both a PDF and 

an Excel spreadsheet.  

Like FedStats, you may 

browse the wide range of 

To many people 

(including some librari-

ans), òstatisticsó is a four-

letter word.  Finding the 

right statistics on a par-

ticular group of people 

can be hit-or-miss, espe-

cially with Google.  The 

good news is that virtu-

ally all of the statistical 

information the federal 

government collects 

through census and sur-

veys is freely available on 

the Web; you just need 

to know where to look! 

 

Three great sites to keep 

in mind are FedStats, Sta-

tistical Abstract of the 

United States, and the 

National Center for Edu-

cation Statistics.  All 

three sites are trustwor-

thy and authoritative.  

Maintained by the gov-

ernment, they feature 

statistics collected by 

various governmental 

agencies, as well as some 

private organizations, and 

group them by category. 

 

FedStats ( http://

www.fedstats.gov/ ) is a 

great resource for track-

ing down the particular 

institution or agency that 

collects data on a needed 

topic.  You may think of 

it as a portal, as it pro-

vides direct links to the 

agencyõs Web site with 

the statistical data.  For 

general topics in the al-

phabetical list (each topic 

subdivides into more spe-

cific topics), or you may 

search by keyword across 

the site with the search 

box in the top right cor-

ner of the page. 

 

The site for the National 

Center for Education Sta-

tistics, or NCES ( http://

nces.ed.gov/ ), a division 

of the Department of 

Education, is the go-to 

source for statistics re-

lated to education at all 

levels.  To find the statis-

tical information, click 

Tables & Figures on the 

toolbar at the top of the 

page.  From the drop-

down menu, select either 

Search Tables/Figures for a 

general keyword search 

or Popular Keyword Title 

Searches for an alphabeti-

cal list of topics. 

 

So the next time you are 

looking for statistics 

about the U.S. or the 

population, try one of 

these helpful resources.  

Because these sites offer 

information on a variety 

of topics (e.g., govern-

ment/politics, health, edu-

cation, economy, agricul-

ture, labor, ethnicity, en-

vironment, and demo-

graphics), there is a good 

chance you will find what 

you need!  

Statistics Made Easy:  
FedStats, Statistical Abstract, and NCES  
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Mary Brunelle 

Updates from the Reference Desk  

Changes 

to  

MLA  

Citations 
 

The MLA cita-

tion style has 

changed.   

Be sure to 

check out the 

new 2009 

rules at  
http://

www1.assumptio

n.edu/dept/

Library/

resources/

mlaguide.htm  

 

Nancy OõSullivan 

http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.fedstats.gov/
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http://nces.ed.gov/
http://nces.ed.gov/
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Black and white photog-

raphy by Richard Paul 

Hoyer, photographer, 

lecturer, and fine art 

printer, is on display in 

the first floor of the li-

brary. Stop by to see his 

impressive work available 

for viewing through Oc-

tober 16. 
 

The dõAlzon Arts Series 

will continue in October 

with a show by Carrie 

Nixon, Associate Profes-

sor of Art at Assumption 

College. Please join us for 

the opening reception on 

Tuesday, October 20, at 

4:30 p.m. A poetry read-

ing will be held on Friday, 

October 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

Following open mic, Dan 

Lewis and David 

Thoreen, Professor of 

English at Assumption 

College, will be the fea-

tured readers. 
 

For more information on 

upcoming dõAlzon Arts 

events, visit our site at: 
http://

www1.assumption.edu/dept/

library/events/

dalzonartssched.html  

other books have been 

banned.  Some of them 

are very surprising. 

 

September is òNational 

Hispanic Heritage 

Month.ó  Come and 
check out our other 

display case which high-

lights what the Library 

has to offer on His-

panic heritage, litera-

Have you ever read a 

Harry Potter book?  Do 

you know that the 

Harry Potter books have 

been banned by many 

libraries?  Harry has ac-

tually been banned for 
promoting witchcraft!  

Check out one of our 

display cases in the 

lounge-area of the li-

brary to see what 

ture, poetry and the 

arts. 

 

In October, Disability 

Services will be display-

ing in the cases to pro-

mote òNational Disabil-
ity Awareness Month.ó  

Look to see what inter-

esting items they have 

to offer. 

 

 

Check Out Our Display Cases!  

Book Sale  

members of the Assump-

tion Community and re-

maining books were do-

nated to the Got Books? 

organization.  Among the 

projects sponsored by 

Got Books? are the Books 
for Troops program and 

the Books for Educators 

program.  More informa-

tion about Got Books? is 

available at http://

www.gotbooks.com. 

Thank you to all who 

participated in this suc-

cessful event. 

 

If you are interested in 

donating books for next 
yearõs book sale, please 

contact Julie OõShea at 

joshea@assumption.edu 

or x7137.   

The Library held its 6th 

annual booksale in Sep-

tember.   The widely 

anticipated event did 

not disappoint.  Busi-

ness was brisk and over 

$700 was raised for the 
purchase of new library 

materials.   

 

Hundreds of books 

found new homes with 
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Image from Richard 
Paul Hoyerõs collec-

tion.   

Beautiful weather this 
year for another suc-

cessful sale! 

Carol Pappas 

Laurie Welling 

Joan OõRourke 
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